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Aptitude Test on Words in Discourse

I . Give the Chinese meaning of each of the following words.
(30 points)

1. advocate 2. alliance
3. assumption 4. bid

5. chap 6. concession
7. evaporate 8. gear

9. hazard 10. inference
11. jury 12, lease

13. notify 14, oval



15,
17,
19,
21.
23.
25.
27.
29.

pledge 16. poll
poster ' 18. rally
recession 20. resolution
resume 22, sanction
shear 24, shield
synthetic 26. thrifty
trash 28. thrive
utmost 30. wreck

. Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change
the forms if necessary. (20 points)

condense gear shed priority indignant
appeal retain prompt relieve fade

infer moderate spark enforce render
address extreme eliminate transmission elaborate

1. The government is to everyone to save water,

2. Education should be to the children’s needs and abilities.
3. Some trees their leaves in cold weather,

4. She all the letters that Tony wrote.

5. His fatness him unable to touch his toes.

6. This will pressure on the trains to some extent.

7. The action of the policemen saved the people in the house.
8. The badly wounded take/have for medical attention over

13.
14.

those only slightly hurt,

. The wind was strong all day, but it in the evening.
10.
11.
12,

I was because I felt that I had been punished unfairly.
It was this incident that her interest in politics.

The memory of her sufferings in her childhood will never

from her mind.

He lives at the edge of the forest.

The police are here to the law.



15. You can never totally the possibility of human error.

16. They have created computer programs to run the system,

17. We interrupt our normal to bring you a special news
flash.

18. The article the problems of disease connected with
malnutrition,

19. They the work of three days to two.

20. 1 from your letter that you have not yet made a decision.

¥ . Decide which of the verbs below can be used before the
nouns or nouns phrases. (10 points)

adopt accomplish create hold promote
perform take break = conduct  achieve

1. rules of social conduct

2. the idea

3. the initiative

4, a positive attitude

5. great confusion

6. a position

7. the traditional courtesies

8. a survey

9. a task

10. success

V. Read the following four passages and do the corresponding
exercises. (40 points )
Passage One

1. Scratchy throats, stuffy noses and body aches ail spell misery, but

being able 1o tell if the cause is a cold or flu (H ) may make a difference in

how long the misery lasts,
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2. The American Lung Association (ALA) has issued new guidelines on
combating colds and the flu (# &), and one of the keys is being able to

quitkly tell the two apart. That’s because the prescription drugs available for

the flu need to be taken soon after the illness sets in.

3. As for colds, the sooner a person starts taking over-the-counter

remedy, the sooner relief will come.

The common cold and the flu are both caused by viruses. More than 200
viruses can cause cold symptoms, while the flu is caused by three viruses —
flu A, B and C. There is no cure for either illness, but the flu can be
prevented by the flu vaccine (BE#), which is, for most people, the best way
to fight the flu, according to the ALA.

But if the flu does strike, quick action can help. Although the flu and
common cold have many similarities, there are some obvious signs to look for.

4. Cold symptoms such as stuffy nose, runny nose and scratchy throat

typically develop gradually, and adults and teens often do not get a fever, On

the other hand, fever is one of the characteristic features of the flu for all

ages. And in general, flu symptoms including fever and chills, sore throat

and body aches come on suddenly and are more severe than cold symptoms.

The ALA notes that it may be particularly difficult to tell when infants
and preschool age children have the flu. It advises parents to call the doctor if
their small children have flu-like symptoms,

Both cold and flu symptoms can be eased with over-the-counter
medications as well. However, children and teens with a cold or flu should
not take aspirin for pain relief because of the risk of Reye syndrome (£ 4
fE) ,a rare but serious condition of the liver and central nervous system,

There is, of course, no vaccine for the common cold. But frequent hand
washing and avoiding close contact with people who have colds can reduce the

likelihood of catching one.

Choose the right definition from choice A), B) or C) which is closest in meaning to
the underlined part of the sentence. (10 points)
1. Scratchy throats, stuffy noses and body aches all spell misery, but being
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able to tell if the cause is a cold or flu may make a difference in how long
the misery lasts.
A) to form (a word or words) by writing or naming letters in the correct
order
B) to add up to (a usu, Unpleasant result)
C) a condition caused by magical power
2. The American Lung Association (ALA) has issued new guidelines on
combating colds and the flu, and one of the keys is being able to quickly
tell the two apart.
A) to produce (esp. sth. printed and/or official)
B) to give out or provide officially
C) a subject to be talked about, argued about, or decided
3. As for colds, the sooner a person starts taking over-the-counter remedy,
the sooner relief will come.
A) a way of curing something
B) to put or make (something bad) right
4. Cold symptoms such as stuffy nose, runny nose and scratchy throat
typically develop gradually, and adults and teens often do not get a fever.
A) an outward sign of a usu. bad or undesirable condition or event
B) an outward or noticeable sign of disease
5. And in general, flu symptoms including fever and chills, sore throat and
body aches come on suddenly and are more severe than cold symptoms.
A) causing serious harm, pain, worry or discomfort
B) not kind or gentle in treatment
C) difficult

Passage Two

1. In a time of low academic achievement by children in the United

States, many Americans are turning to Japan, a country of high academic

achievement and economic success, for possible answers. However, the

answers provided by Japanese preschools are not the ones Ameticans expected
to find. In most Japanese preschools, surprisingly little emphasis is put on

6



academic instruction. In one investigation, 300 Japanese and 210 American
preschool teachers, child development specialists, and parents were asked
about various aspects of early childhood education.

2. Only 2 percent of the Japanese respondents (% (a] % &) listed “t0

give children a good start academically” as one of their top three reasons for a

society to have preschools. In contrast, over half the American respondents

chose this as one of their top three choices. To prepare children for successful

careers in first grade and beyond.

3. Japanese schools do not teach reading, writing, and mathematics, but

rather skills such as persistence, concentration, and the ability to function as a

member of a group. The vast majority of young Japanese children are taught to
read at home by their parents,

In the recent comparison of Japanese and American preschool education,
91 percent of Japanese respondents chose providing children with a group
experience as one of their top three reasons for a society to have preschools.
Sixty-two percent of the more individually oriented (3% i 4 “HERY
Americans listed group experience as one of their top three choices. An
emphasis on the importance of the group seen in Japanese early childhood
education continues into elementary school education.

Like in America, there is diversity in Japanese early childhood
education. Some Japanese kindergartens have specific aims, such as early
musical training or potential development. In large cities, some kindergartens
are attached to universities that have elementary and secondary schools,

4. Several more progressive programs have introduced free play as a way

out for the heavy intellectualizing in some Japanese kindergartens,

5. Some Japanese parents believe that if their young children attend a

university-based program, it will increase the children’s chances of eventually

being admitted to top-rated schools and universities.

Short Answer Questions(10 points)
Complete the following statements with Your own words.

1. We learn from the first paragraph that many Americans believe



2. Most Americans surveyed believe that preschools should also attach
importance to
3. In Japan’s preschool education, the focus is on

4. Free play has been introduced in some Japanese kindergartens in order to

5. The reason why some Japanese parents send their children to university-

based kindergartens is that

Passage Three

Lead deposits, which accumulated in soil and snow during the 1960° s
and 70’s, were primarily the result of leaded gasoline emissions originate in
the United States. In the twenty years that the Clean Air Act has mandated
unleadedl gas use in the United States, the lead accumulation world-wide has
decreased significantly.

A study published recently in the journal Nature shows that airborne
leaded gas emissions from the United States were the leading contributor to
the high concentration of lead in the snow in Greenland. The new study is a
result of the continhued research fed by Dr. Charles Boutron, an expert on the
impact of heavy metals on the environment at the National Center for
Scientific Research in France. A study by Dr. Boutron published in 1991
showed that lead levels in arctic(4L 88 ) snow were declining,

In his new study, Dr. Boutron found the ratios of the different forms of lead
in the leaded gasoline used in the United States were different from the ratios of
European, Asian and Canadian gasolines and thus enabled scientists to differentiate
(X 4}) the lead sources. The dominant lead ratio found in Greenland snow
matched that found in gasoline from the United States,

In a study published in the journal Ambio, scientists found that lead
levels in soil in the North-eastern United States had decreased markedly since
the introduction of unleaded gasoline.

Many scientists had believed that the lead would stdy in soil and snow for
a longer period.

The authors of the Ambio study examined samples of the upper layers of soil
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