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Foreword

In 1949, China stands in the world with a to-
tally new look. Dating back to 1912, China’s last
emperor was deposed with the founding of Repub-
lic of China. In 1840, the gate of feudal China was
opened by the rumble of gunfire in the Sino-British
Opium War, turning the country into a semicolonial
and semifeudal society which lasted for more than
a century. This period is referred to as “Old China”
compared with the socialist New China.

Heavy is the heart whenever looking back to
this period of history: the corrupted rulers, the end-
less wars, the slowly developed economy, the people
in deep distress, and, the foreign policies humiliating
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the country and forfeiting its sovereignty ....

However, the dawn of history eventually broke
the darkness. The Chinese civilization of thousands
of years unloaded the heavy burden with the found-
ing of New China. Today, the 1.3 billion Chinese
people are on the way to prosperity and striving for-
ward towards the 21st century.

Nothing is more betrayal than forgetting the
past. One can never clearly define today unless he
knows quite well about history. He would never see
the superiority of New China without comparing
with the corrupted politics in Old China. Nobody

knows how fast that economy has developed since



1949 if he has no idea of how slow it was in Old
China. No one will be proud of being a Chinese un-
less he knows how humiliating of being a Chinese
caused by foreign policies in Old China---

There are many ways of knowing history. The
most common one is through historical records in
written form. Although completely recording all
walks of life in the past, books are not ocular enough
to record history. Cameras, a fantastic invention of
the human beings, make it easier to perceive history
directly through the senses. Since the birth of the
first photo in 1844 in China, a great number of pre-
cious heritage have been left behind in pictures. Now
we are lucky enough to make good use of these
pictures and select 800 out of thousands of them
with great care. Here we present this picture album
to our readers.

Our picture album contains almost all aspects
in Old China. They include royal politics, military
and foreign affairs, national economy and trade,
national costumes, religion and urban sightseeings,
in addition to landscapes, communications, natural
disaster relief, culture, education and public health,
as well as various figures. We try to depict a full
picture of Old China through these photos.

To get rid of repeating the same topics with
many picture albums specializing in modern and con-
temporary Chinese history, the Chinese revolution-
ary history, the PLLA war history, the Revolution of
1911 and the Resistant War Against Japan, we part
reluctantly with what we treasure and follow the
main theme of this picture album.

The photos we select here have a large span in
time and space: the snow-capped mountains and
black rivers in the north, the end of the earth in the
south, the Yellow Loess Plateau in the west and the
vast seas and islands in the east. Nevertheless, it is
a pity that we have limited choice from materials

left behind to display life in southwestern and north-

western Old China densely populated with minority
people because it was very closed in these areas at
that time; Time spans from 1868 to 1949, which we
lay stress on the period through 1990 and 1949.

We have endeavored great effort in examining
and proving all related materials for each photo we
select so as to provide our readers with precise
information, such as place, minority, figure and
background, and, time that the picture was taken.
For those hard to make for sure, we use some stan-
dard terms for time, such as the late Qing Dynasty
(1900-—1911), the early Republic of China (1912
—1927), Republic of China (1928—-1937), the Re-
sistant War Against Japan (or riwei, 1937---1945),
the posterior RWAJ (1945--1949), etc.

One more we want to declear is that the major-
ity of these pictures are collected from those we
usually called “‘negative characters.” Some of them
are from foreigners. Each time when photographer
clickes the shutter records the snapshot of the ob-
jective existence. However, each picture is a work
that the photographer designs with great care. It is
a brand of the photographer’s subjective purpose,
maybe true, flattering, propaganda or plundering. We
believe that our readers can get their own idea.

Dear readers, when completing compiling this
picture album, we still feel sorry to give up numer-
ous fine-quality pictures because of the limitation
of material and space of the page. It is far from
enough to depict Old China lasting for more than a
century with some 800 pictures, which can only lead
you to have a glimpse of the era. That’s why we
entitle the picture album A Glimpse of Old China.
As an old saying goes, seeing is believing. We do
hope that this picture album can bring you back to
the time it belongs. No matter what kind of feeling it
brings about, you will be enlightened and become

more confident for the future of New China!
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The politics of Old China seems to be covered
by an endless darkness. In a period of only one hun-
dred years, the once-mighty Middle Kingdom ex-
perienced one loss after another: the collapse of the
last feudal dynasty, the establishment of the Repub-
lic of China, the Japanese control of Manchuria, and
finally the establishment of the nationalist govern-
ment and its demise. The old political system did not
come to an end until the found of the People’s Re-
public of China in 1949.

According to the chronological order, this chap-
ter arranges a hundred or so rare historical photo-
graphs in three parts: the later years of the Qing
Dynasty, the early days of the Republic of China,
and the Sino-Japanese War Period.

Many of the photographs in this chapter, which
reveal some of the former secret political activities
and incidents, are being published for the first time.
Pictures between 1945 and 1949 in this chapter are

few because of their wide publication.
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1901 €9 B7 B, AHENAEZE . TBESHEZKS+ELAMITL (FHEA). BAE
AFITHEELAENEF.
Yi Kuang and Li Hongzhang, plenipotentiary representatives of the Qing government. signed the Peace Treaty
of 1901 with eleven countries on Sept. 7, 1901, in the wake of the Boxer Uprising.

1900 FHEFHEEAN NEKE AHAAKEREHES. AR NEEKE IALRHE.
EFANIMBERXMAMNER
In August 1900 the siege of Beijing was broken by an international expeditionary force that included American,
British, French, German, Russian and Japanese troops. This picture shows the allied forces slaughtering the
Boxers.
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WEHBOERME L RARITIE, IMATHESRME, 1903 F1 18 H. &FH
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FBEEND, BEOAERAERAEERNMBEMAL. BEABHBRATHERAETIHFNERSR
MERA

On June 2, 1900, the German envoy Ketteler Klemens, on his way to the Ministry of Foreign Aftairs, fell into
conflict with the Prince of Duan and was killed by his soldiers at Dongdanpailou, Beijing. That became known
as the Ketteler Incident. On January 18, 1903, an arch in honor of the German envoy was completed at the
entrance to Dongdan Street. Manchu officials and representatives of the allied forces attended the completion
ceremony. This photo shows Zai Feng, the Prince of Chun, offering a sacrifice.
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On January 3, 1902, Empress Dowager
Cixi went from Zhengding, to Baoding
by train and arrived at Majiabao
Railway Station, Beijing, four days
later. Then, she, in a sedan chair,
returned to her palace from
Zhengyangmen, which she had fled
during the allied forces’ invasion. The
picture above shows Shan Qi, the
Prince of Su, meeting the Empress
Dowager.

1908 F 11 B15 B, #EAFE
H, XR¥EGEEERKANMN
EAE—%.

Empress Dowager Cixi died on
November 15, 1908. here is a section
of her funeral procession.

1908 £ 11 14 B, BERKES
REEH, BE12 B, XE&HE
MEERBERUNER, 1910 F
5 BXBEREFER. AAH1910
F5 AAFELRRABHETRE
FERARRIMNE - HER.
Emperor Guangxu died on November
14, 1908. In December, his coffin was
moved from Huangshoudian to
Guandedian (in present Jingshan Park).
His funeral was held in May 1910.

1911 5, BHES. BEIDEREH
FUERILFENETHERASFT
BFiZAT, HEBDEHRE,
Zai Tao (front, on horse back), a
prince of the Qing Dynasty,
inspecting the government-run
Luanzhou Mine in 1911.

1913 &, FHpAETRNHERAR
Rt RUEHNBHREBESENER
AEHETRABNASEFREN.
HRRMIIAKENER. BHX
J& (1868 —1913), FMEEMEA.
HIFARIR, REEARNER. A
KEEE. 1909 FEHEXFER
WTB. 1912 FERIBEMETIRAL.
In 1913, the abdicated Empress
Dowager Longyu died. The republican
government and the former royal
family held a grand funeral for her.
Longyu (1868 —1913), was the
niece of Cixi, and the wife of Emperor
Guangxu. In 1909, she was venerated
empress dowager and administrated
state affairs as a regent. Three years
later, she declared the abdication of
the Qing Dynasty.
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1912 F4 8, hLUEHBBRIERBRNASEZR, TR, BHPLUERRRE.
BEREMAREANRUNNER. STHEAEE - AARIIER, FZADIR L, FEADEX,
Dr. Sun Yet-sen handed over his presidency to Yuan Shikai in April 1912. This group photograph was taken
when his cabinet members were giving a send-off to Dr. Sun. Front row, the middle three, left to right are

Liang Shiyi, Sun Yet-sen and Huang Xing.

1912 F10 B10 AR ZEHFLETS VUM PEREIFRFEERS .
On the first anniversary of the 1911 Republican Revolution, which lead to the overthrow of the Manchu
Dynasty, martyrs of the revolution were honored.
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19124, PRB. iR HKRFARREIR HERBREIZEAH. RERIEHES

PERHYNBAN®AIE,. AFLUEFASHERINENE=ZRE. IREZERILFATXH
BEXEHNAER.
In 1912, Liang Qichao, Tang Hualong and Lin Changmin organized the Democratic Party in an attempt to
form a third party in opposition to the existing Republican Party, which was manipulated by Yuan Shikai, and
Kuomintang. Liang Qichao was elected leader of the Democratic Party. Here is a group photograph of the
party members.

1912 F 10 AERREFREREREF.
Democratic Party members at Beijing University, October 1912.
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