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+:* Unit One

Unit One

+ Part | Reading and Understanding

Law and Law Courts

herever people live together in communities, there

W will always be disputes. Among animals, conflicts

result in victory for the stronger or quicker. But human

beings believe that in a dispute the one who is right should

win. Sometimes the problem is so complicated that it can
be settled only in a law court.

A law court is a meeting place set up by the
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government for the just and peaceful settlement of
disputes and for the enforcement of law. Courts and
methods of carrying out justice! have changed as society
has changed. Over the centuries the changes have been
very great.

In the past, people in Europe often settled disputes
in ways that seem extremely cruel and unfair to us. One
method was called the cold-water ordeal?. The accused
person was tied and put into water. If he sank, he was
considered innocent. If he floated, he was considered
guilty and was punished. Another method was called hot-
water® ordeal. The accused person put his hand in boiling
water and pulled out a stone. If his hand showed no
injury after three days, he was considered innocent. In
still another method, the accused had to swallow a big
piece of food without choking on it!.

From these barbaric methods, however, developed
through the centuries the present system of trials in courts
of law.

Courts handle two kinds of disputes: civil and
criminal, but it is not always easy to tell the difference
between the two. In general, a civil case is a dispute
between two private citizens. The court must decide
which one is right. A criminal case is a dispute between
an individual and the whole community. A policeman

claims that the person has broken a law or committed a
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crime that harms the community. The court must decide
if the person is guilty of this crime.

Laws are rules that define people’s rights and

responsibilities towards society’. They are agreed on by
society and made official by governments .

Some people look on laws with fear or hatred. Laws
seem to limit a person’s freedom to do many things he
would like to. Though laws may prevent us from doing
things we wish to do at the moment, laws also stop others
from doing things that might harm us. Laws make
everyone’s life safer and more pleasant. Without laws,
we could not hold on to our property. We could not go to
bed at night expecting to wake up in the morning and find
we had not been robbed. No stores in which we buy food,
clothes, and other necessities could stay open and sell to
us. Our banks would not be safe places for our money.
Social life would be impossible without laws to control the
way people treat each other. But unless laws are enforced
they cannot protect us. '

Law enforcement has four steps: arrest of a suspect;
decision about his guilt or innocence; sentencing and
punishment. Primitive tribes in ancient times settled the
question of guilt or innocence quickly. Sometimes they
used torture. More common were trials by fights between
the accused and the injured or his representative. The

winner was thought innocent, bécause primitive people
3
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believed that gods helped the innocent. Primitive
societies used many punishments. For personal injuries it
was common to act according to the rule “an eye for an
eye, a tooth for a tooth.” If a man knocked out
someone’s tooth, his own tooth would be knocked out in
return. Today, capital punishment for murder is based on

this idea: if a person kills someone, he must pay with his

own life.
New Words
community [ ko'mjunti] n. X
dispute [dis'pjuit] n. Fi, I
conflict ['konflikt] n. Aol 5 b5
* jury [ 'dzuert] n. B
settlement [ 'setimoent ] n. fife Tk
* enforcement [ n'foismont ] n. AT HEAT
justice [ 'dzastis] n. HlYe; I &AL
extremely [ 1ks'tri:mli] ad. e H
* ordeal [o:'di:l] n. PR O SR
TTHIAIFR D

accuse [ o'kjuz ] v. B
innocent [ 'masnt ] a. P v 3: )
guilty ['giti] a. EEE 0]
injury [ 'mdzert] n. WE.5GE
* swallow [ 'swolau] v. xF
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* choke [tfauk] v.

* barbaric [ ba:'beerik | a.
trial [ 'tramsl] n.

civil [ 'sivl] a.

criminal ['krmminl] a.
citizen [ 'sttizn] n.
individual [ yindi'vidzusl] n.
claim [klem] v.

commit [ ke'mtt ] v.
crime [ kram] n.

define [di'fan] v.

responsibility [ risiponse'bilati] n.

hatred [ 'henirid] n.
property [ 'propeti] n.
necessity [ ni'sesotr] n.
* enforce [n'fos] v.
suspect [ sas'pekt | n.
sentence [ 'sentons] n.
primitive [ 'primitiv ] a.
* tribe [trab] n.

* torture [ 'tortfa] n.

murder [ 'mada] n.
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Phrases and Expressions

carry out HAM, AT
be guilty of JQ------ 5¢
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agree on  [7] & (B2 i — 30
look on with FfF

prevent/stop ... from doing [H [f-++--+- FHHE
hold on to  #fFEAK

1. carrying out justice Ff7H|k

2. ordeal HAUH—FPAI TR, WiE 2R AT LW
HEER A RPN R e

3. cold/hot-water ¥&/FF7K 8 K5

4. ...to swallow a big piece of food without choking on
it JEAE T —KREY

- Laws are rules that define people’s rights and
responsibilities towards society. 2 X ALTHIAL
AR 22 SCH5 AT E AR

6. ... made official by governments g BUR IE 24 &

a

. mdhticplblkmﬁmkm~m
law. «
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* There is no general rule without some
exception. ;
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>Proverbs




