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HESHUN: A RUSTIC PLACE WITH A LIBRARY

Along the Southwestern Silk Road, after you have climbed over the Gaoligong Mountain, you arrive at Tengchong County of Yunnan
Province bordering Myanmar. And then a mysterious and beautiful township called Heshun (meaning Peaceful and Harmonious) will come
into view.

On four sides, it is surrounded by green mountains, and they are all extinct volcanos. A river goes through the middle of the town.
Streams, weeping-willow trees, ponds covered by lotus leaves, and paddy fields, everything here suggests of rurality.

During the Ming dynasty, armies sent over from the northern part of China to station here at the border got settled here. They brought
with them more advanced ways of life as well as changes to this place never experienced by the people here. By exploring into other
neighboring countries, here appeared the earliest trans-national companies, and started the earliest trans-border trade known to the province
of Yunnan. The accumulation of wealth by generations and the influence of multi-cultures gave this township of Heshun on the border
glorious times, and made it different from any other towns of China.

Heshun (peaceful and harmonious) implies harmony between cultures, as it was where the cultures from the northern part of China,
the southern Asia, the Southeast Asia, and the West met. Here you can find a village library with the largest collection of books among all
village-level libraries in China. You can also find over 1,000 endemic residential houses, including some 100 from the Qing dynasy. And
they can all be called classical works, and some people call them living fossils of Chinese ancient architecture. You can find the architectural
style of black tiles and white walls, which belongs to the Hui school, as well as small arch bridges over waters typical of small towns south
of the Yangtze River. You can also find architectural elements from the West and from the Southern Asia here.

“Heshun” implies good wishes from those who had departed from their hometown, as Heshun is the township in Yunnan with the
largest number of expatriots. In history, people from Heshun used to travel to neighboring countries with goods carried on horsebacks. After
generations of hard work, some became wealthy in countries like Myanmar. “Nine out of ten Heshun people have had the experience of
doing business in Myanmar, and they are always good at calculation”. — This is how the Heshun people were once described. The popula-
tion of Hushun township is not quite 6,000. However, there are over 10,000 descendents of Heshun people living in 13 countries.

“Heshun” implies harmony of ecology. The surrounding extinct volcanoes, the thick forests, the river, the paddy fields, the streams by
the villages, the weeping willow along the river banks, the wetland, the vauclusian springs, the valleys; the egrets, mallards, and cattle; the
plum blossoms and camellias; —everything gives you the feeling of being in the haven of peace.

Heshun implies the harmony among the inhabitants. The 6,000 inhabitants are the inheritors and creators of Heshun culture, and they
also help to make the scenery more beautiful here, the farmer wives washing clothes at the "laundry pavilion", and the villagers reading
quietly in the library ...

You should never forget to visit the village library. It is claimed that at the village level, this library has the largest collection of books
in China. And it is called Heshun Xiang (Heshun Township) Library. It was established in 1928 by the “Youth Association”, organized by
a young man, Mr. Cun Fuging who belonged to the Alliance Party, which was a political party at the time. And later there was another
organization called “Reading Club” which contributed a great deal to the bibrary. Between the 30s and 40s of the 20th century, it was
developed to a large scale with a new building set up, and branches opened in other villages. Now after more than 70 years, it has accumu-
lated more than 60,000 books including some very rare ones.

People here call this library “our home and our school”, and “a light house on the border”.

In 2003, Geographic Journal of China and Modern Tourism magazine jointly recommended Heshun Township as a place that “you

have to visit if you can only go to 50 different places in your life”.
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