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An Impression of Zhu Diwen — A Nobel
Physics Prize Winner of Chinese Descent

A 100% Americanized Chinese, Zhu Diwen is a Nobel Physics
Prize winner as well as a man of wit and simplicity.

1 In October, big news rocked Stanford University, the Harvard of
the West Coast. Zhu Diwen, a professor of Chinese descent in
Stanfords Department of Physics, along with two other scientists, an
American and a Frenchman, won the Nobel Physics Prize this year for
their invention of a technique to cool atoms with a laser.

2 The day after winning the prize, Zhu Diwen held a press conference
at the invitation of all-American and overseas Chinese media. American
born, Zhu Diwen is of course an American, but at the press conference
he noted that, scientifically and genetically, he is one hundred percent
Chinese. Having lived in America since his youth, Zhu Diwen is of
course a very “Americanized” scientist. He impresses others with his
self-confident, humorous and witty conversation, while remaining
refined and cultivated. During the many press conferences and
congratulatory gatherings, his peerless wit and humor overwhelmed
participants, including members of the Chinese and foreign media, and
the Stanford co-eds.

3 On the day the prize was announced, among a series of press
conferences with the departments and faculty, celebration with
champagne, visiting, and tours of his laboratory, Zhu gave a lecture to
a class. Zhu said, “Winning an award is of course a kind of affirmation,
but it doesn’t affect me much. I am still I was yesterday. ” Asked how
he planned to dispose of the prize money, he said, “Uncle Sam will
likely lop off 40% in taxes, which won’t leave much. But at least I can
pay off part of my unpaid loans. ”

4 A divorcee, Zhu is the sole provider in a typical “single parent”
family, The two sons take turns at each parent’s home, and Zhu
treasures his regular reunion ‘with his children. At an evening
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celebration party, the host begged Zhu to stay longer, but Zhu insisted
that nothing could infringe on his “family time” — a 100% American
outlook. He carried himself naturally, with good poise, when he
introduced his new girl friend Jane to the media. Jane, like Zhu, is also
a physicist. The two even embraced for the newsmen to take
photographs. But in response to those who sought to get to the bottom
of the matter with blunt questions like “When shall we attend your
wedding feast?” Zhu smiled and said, “This is not a public matter. ”

5 Stanford University students’ respect for this newest Nobel Prize
winner has broken office and departmental barriers. For a fortnight
following the event, students from various departments made the
pilgrimage to the Physics Building, invariably pausing to peep into
Professor Zhu’s office. The present writer also visited the professor’s
office one evening at 8 p. m. , and found Zhu with his eyes glued to the
computer, fingers flying on the keyboard. His two doctoral students in
an adjacent room said that, Professor Zhu keeps his own hours, and
had not yet had his supper. Some newly enrolled Chinese students from
Xi’an and Beijing were quite excited. They thought themselves
fortunate in being able upon arrival to meet a Nobel Prize winner, and a
professor of Chinese descent.

6 In a cocktail celebration held in honor of Professor Zhu, as many as
one hundred Chinese visiting scholars and students studying abroad
experienced first-hand the charm and amiability of the graceful master
of physics in his smart academic speeches. With his informal attire and
satchel clasped behind his back, Zhu looks no different from other
young men. His amiable and witty style of conversation has closed the
gap between master and students. With plain but witty language, he
explained a slide show presentation of the content and future of the
scientific research subjects that landed him the prize. A number of
doctoral students sighed with feeling after the event, saying they would
benefit the rest of their life from listening to this esoteric lecture by a
world-level master of physics.

7 On November 2, Zhu Diwen met Chinese President Jiang Zemin in
Los Angeles. “Can you speak Chinese?” “A little bit,” Professor Zhu
replied humorously to the President’s opening remarks. He said, “My
parents are to blame for this. They regret it deeply now!” Jiang Zemin
invited Zhu Diwen to visit Beijing again. Jiang said that China has a
valuable export — scientists and engineers. Zhu Diwen responded that
China can be a great nation which has not only economic power but also
wisdom. He expressed delight at the opportunity to assist China in scientific
and technological spheres, and promised to visit China very soon.

2
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8 However, Zhu Diwen also put forward a small request to Jiang
Zemin: he will teach Chinese experimental physics if they in turn teach
him Chinese.

9 Throughout the past half month of media events, Zhu Diwen was
seen dressed in Western-style clothes only when he met Jiang Zemin.
The young scientist certainly looked smart and elegant, and his
demeanor was natural and unrestrained in his Chinese-style jacket and
trousers. Nobody would have thought that with a 60 hours plus
‘workweek, he would have maintained his vim, vigor, and humorous
outlook. His students revealed that Professor Zhu peppered his classes
with a steady stream of witticisms, to their immense delight. But Zhu
frankly confides that it is time for him to relax a bit. He plans to have a
really nice vacation when he visits Sweden next spring to receive his
award. All who have seen him have exclaimed, “What a humorous

Nobel Prize winner!”

4 mwm and Expressions
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descent /di'sent/n. ancestry # % , fi &

genetical /d3zinetikl/ adj. of genes & £ By ; & JE 1

refined /rifaind/ adj. cultured or elegant # #| B ; 16 ¥ 09 ; K # 1Y

cultivated /'kaltiveitid/adj. having or showing good taste and refinement # #
By R

peerless /'pialis/ adj. without equal K4k Z W, & 7 I &

overwhelm /suvowelm/ v. overcome; overpower #| ft , & 1

faculty /'faekslti/ n. department or grouping of related departments 4 {&

#HP; (KFRDR, &
champagne /t[zzm'pein/ n. EEB;BEREE

affirmation /ofo'meifon/ n. declaration Wi 5, ¥ K; H &

dispose /dispauz/ v. place in order; arrange 4 # , 4 & ; # &

lop /lop/ w. cut (branches off) from (a tree) & & (& %)

infringe /in'{rind3/ wv. break or ignore the terms or obligations of an
agreement, law, etc. #H X,

poise /poiz/ n. way in which one carries oneself - # , 3 ff ; 24 %

blunt /blant/ adj. 1. outspoken H F #y

2. slow to understand; dull (& 2 )R 4h &y

3. (fig. %) (of a person, remark, etc.) frank

and straightforward; not trying to be polite or

tactful (A . FIEZE)HEIRB, AR N, K EHEH
feast /fiist/ n. splendid meal with many good things to eat and

drink ¥ B, BE, ¥4, #F

3
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fortnight /'fo:tnait/ n.

pilgrimage /'pilgrimid3/ n.

invariable /in'variobl/ adj.

adjacent /5d3eisont/ adj.
enroll /in'roul/ w.

poll /paul/ n.
surpass /so’pas/ v.
amiable /eimjabl/ adj.

amiability/eimiobilati/ n.
attire /s'tais/ n.

.
satchel /s=tfal/ n.
clasp /kla:ps/ v.
esoteric /esouterik/ adj.

sphere /sfia/ n.
demeanor /dimimna/ n.

unrestrained
/'anris'treind/ adj.
vim /vim/ n.
pepper /'pepa/ v.

n,
witticism /'witisizom/ n.
immense /imens/ adj.
confide /kon'faid/ v.

along with
dispose of

take turns

infringe on

in response to

peep into

get to the bottom of
be glued (to)

in honor of

period of two weeks W £ #i

a journey to a sacred place or shrine; a long
journey or research ¥ % ; & i

unchangeable, constant & i, K |8 i

next to; lying near 4f i 4y , 3 3% t

become a member of it ; Bk, NE (KN £,
ANFE)

survey of public opinions E & | %

exceed; do or be better than # #& , i 1t
good-tempered; easy and pleasant to talk to % ¥
R e A

Fo i

clothing;array R %

dress; clothe & K

small bag for carrying light articles ¥ 4 , /) # &
fasten; hold in a tight grasp v & ; ¥ % 4 2
intended for those who have épecial knowledge of it
REW;FHYW

range, extent L H . MB; F @ BT

outward manner; behavior towards others 47 ¥ ;
R
-natural % # & #

energy 7 7, ¥ #

% A

H A

witty remark ¥ &, 1§ & &

very large )" AW, L () EH F i
1. tell in confidence # ¥

2. put into another’s keeping £t ,15 #&
together with £ f4

1. attend to ¥} 8 , 4 #

2. getrid of ¥ ,% %

do in order. one after another # i

& 2RT: R

in answer to [ f , w4 pi

look quickly and shyly into % 4%

fully investigate and explain ¢ & ««- -+ 8 H A
1. fasten or join with glue F & £ ;% =

2. keep or put very close ¥ Ht; LA & B &
out of respect for X & Aeeroee s K KA e een



UNIT 1

& otes

KB (Steven Chu) 1948 4F 2 H 28 HA TR EF T M X507, 8
HEVLIHR KRG . 1997 46, i BUR B T “ A SO6 % 5 R 3K B 1 19 357 il R 4K
WINRYHZER, SRR ELIHEEERERBE - EMEHN— 8%
E¥E. REXEZXRUIESE, T 1998 4 6 A 5 H Yk 4 H B 2B sk
it

In October, big news rocked Stanford University, the Harvard of the West
Coast. — In October, a piece of big news shocked Stanford University,
which is honored as the Harvard University in West part of U.S. A. +H . &
“THERmG BB Z ARA T H B KR KF M. rock BA“FEE HEES”, H
4l : They were rocked by the news that their loved director was killed in the
traffic accident. Wy (] & B A EAETE T W M1 ZZH.

the Stanford co-eds — WriHFEY¥ . coed — BLFIKM, HALTE¥4 .

Uncle Sam — i K& RFHRIEEE . EEBUFSREE A.

... with his eyes glued to the computer. — ... fixing his eyes on the
computer. E K%ﬂ%ﬂﬁﬂ%fr%ﬂo

... Professor Zhu peppers his classes with a steady stream of witticisms, to
their immense delight. — ... Professor Zhu’s lecture is dotted with a flow of
witty remarks, making the students wild with joy. -« 2 KR
ROARBERHBRNITZRK BEBER. EESEBEA IREAL,

g Xercises

. Choose the best answer according to the text.

We can learn from the passage that

A. Zhu Diwen is a 100% Chinese, for he was born in China

B. Zhu Diwen is an American citizen

C. Zhu Diwen can speak very good Chinese

D. Zhu Diwen is a Chinese scholar but got educated in the U. S,
On the day the prize was announced

A. Zhu Diwen gave a lecture to his students

B. Zhu Diwen divorced with his wife

C. Zhu Diwen held a press conference

D. Zhu Diwen had a talk with some students from China

We can infer from the passage that

A. his office was broken for too many students came to see him
B. he had a broken office before he got the prize

C. Prof. Zhu regretted not having learned much Chinese

D. he was not pleased with the news of getting the prize

When he met Chinese President Jiang Zemin, he agreed to

A. come back to China B. help China in physical fleld
C. teach his students Chinese D. win the prize again

5
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When he gives lectures to students, he
A. is very serious

B. gives students some peppers to taste
C. is very humorous

D. likes to ask students questions

Complete the following unfinished sentences according to the
text.

Background information about Zhu Diwen:
1) He won the Nobel Physics Prize for

2) He is a professor of

3) He is a Chinese

4) He is a person of being

5) He and his wife have already

6) His two sons

7) Though he works many hours everyday, he maintains

What were his activities after the news was announced?

1) On the day the prize was announced, among a series of meetings and
parties, celebrations, Zhu Diwen

2) The day after winning the prize, Zhu Diwen .

3) When the present writer visited Zhu Diwen’s office one evening, he found
that .

4) Zhu Diwen looked no different that day from other young men because he

5) At an evening celebration party, the host begged him to stay longer, but
Zhu Diwen .

About his meeting with Chinese President Jiang Zemin.

1) They met in 3

2) When he was asked if he could speak Chinese, he said that

3) Zhu Diwen expressed delight

4) Zhu Diwen promised

5) Zhu Diwen was seen dressed in Western-style clothes only

6) Zhu Diwen also expressed his willingness to teach Chinese experimental
physics if

Il . Fill in the blanks with the words given below and change the form
where necessary.

surpass enroll demeanor reveal
overwhelmed rock peep peerless

His courage and bravery are ;
He was caught through the window.

The beauty of the scenery all my expectation.
That teacher to the press what action he would take.

6
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UNIT 1

This university 3,000 new students next year.
with gratitude, he fell to his knees.
We all dislike his arrogant .
The whole house to and fro when the bomb exploded.

. Translate the following sentences into English with the words and

phrases given.

HERFHEMBTINER—ESWT T EEYE. (along with)
AT XA ETHAFELER. (dispose ol

g —4FLEXMBEE. (get to the bottom of the matter)
KX R ER: 90 FI4E2RIT T —%HEERFE . (in honor of)

fl 2 NF38 ,F 5 iE A . (amiable)

. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

The two sons take turns at each parent’s home, and Zhu treasures his regular
reunion with his children.

For a fortnight following the event, students from various departments made
the pilgrimage to the Physics Building, invariably pausing to peep into
Professor Zhu’s office.

They thought themselves fortunate in being able upon arrival to meet a
Nobel Prize winner, and a professor of Chinese descent.

However, Zhu Diwen also put forward a small request to Jiang Zemin: he
will teach Chinese experimental physics if they in turn teach him Chinese.
Nobody would have thought that with a 60 hours plus workweek, he would
have maintained his vim, vigor, and humorous outlook.
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*Text B\é 3

The Nobel Prize, a Brief Introduction

Chinese scientists are sure to win the Nobel Prizes sooner or
later, but, first of all, let’s get to know the Prizes.

1 The Nobel Prize is the first international award given yearly since
1901 for achievements in physics, chemistry, physiology or medicine,
literature and peace. In 1968, the Sveriges Riksbank (Bank of Sweden)
instituted the Prize in Economic Sciences in memory of Alfred Nobel,
founder of the Nobel Prize. Each prize consists of a medal, personal
diploma, and prize amount,

Nobel Foundation

2 Nobel Foundation is a private institution established in 1900 based
on the will of Alfred Nobel. The Foundation manages the assets made
available through the will for the awarding of the Nobel Prize in
Physics, Chemistry, Physiology or Medicine, Literature and Peace. It
represents the Nobel institutions externally and administers informational
activities and arrangements surrounding the presentation of the Nobel
Prize. The Foundation also administers Nobel symposia in the different
prize areas.

Prize Announcements

3 The announcement of the Nobel Prize winners for the year, is made
on the same day that the Prize-Awarding Institutions choose from
among the names recommended by the respective Nobel Committees.
This takes place in the month of October.

4 Immediately after the vote, a press conference is held by the
concerned Prize-Awarding Institutions; The Royal Swedish Academy of
Sciences ( Prize in Physics, Chemistry and Economics), Karolinska
Institute (Prize in Physiology or Medicine), The Swedish Academy
(Prize in Literature) and The Norwegian Nobel Institute (Peace Prize).
A schedule for the exact date and time of the press conference is posted
on this site, weeks in advance.

Nobel Prize. org

5 In coordination with the Prize-Awarding Institutions, the Nobel
8
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prize. org — homepage of the Nobel Prize committee — releases the
prepared text containing the names of the winners and detailed
information about their discovery or work, simultaneously with the
press conference.

6 Prize announcements from the past years are available on this site
and are linked to the pages of the respective Laureates. Go directly to
the Laureate of your choice if you want to read press releases of the past
years.

7 Each year, as the Nobel Prize Laureates are announced at press
conferences in Stockholm and Oslo, the information is available at
Nobel prize. org within a few seconds. During this time the web servers
are especially busy. Between 1995 and 2000 the permanent web servers
shared the load with up to 20 mirrors around the world. Today a
load-balanced web server farm is used instead.

The Prize Award Ceremonies and Banquets on December 10

8 Since 1901, the Nobel Prizes have been presented to the Laureates
at ceremonies on December 10, the anniversary of Alfred Nobel’s
death. As stipulated in the will of the Swedish-born inventor and
international industrialist Alfred Nobel, which was opened after his
death in 1896, the Nobel Prizes in Physics, Chemistry, Physiology or
Medicine and Literature are awarded in Stockholm, Sweden. while the
Nobel Peace Prize is awarded in Oslo, Norway. Since 1969 an additional
prize has been awarded at the ceremony in Stockholm, the Sveriges
Riksbank (Bank of Sweden) Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of
Alfred Nobel, which was established in 1968 on the occasion of the
Riksbank’s 300th anniversary. The Prize Award Ceremony in
Stockholm has, almost without exception. taken place at the Stockholm
Concert Hall (Stockholm’s Konserthus) since 1926. In Oslo, the
ceremony was for many years held at the Nobel Institute. From 1947
till 1990, the setting was the auditorium of the University of Oslo. In
1990 the event moved to the Oslo City Hall.

9 At the Prize Award Ceremony in Stockholm, presentation speeches
extol the Laureates and their discovery or work, after which His
Majesty the King of Sweden hands each laureate a diploma and a
medal. The Ceremony is followed by a banquet at the Stockholm City
Hall (Stockholm’s Stadshus) for about 1, 300 people, including 250
students., With a few exceptions, the Nobel Banquet has taken place at
the City Hall since 1930. The Nobel Festivities in Stockholm are
arranged by the Nobel Foundation and are primarily an academic

9
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celebration focusing on science and literature. In addition to the Nobel
Laureates and their families, Their Majesties the King and Queen and
other members of the Royal Family of Sweden are guests of honor at
both the Prize Award Ceremony and the Banquet. Representatives of
the Swedish Government and Parliament also participate. International
guests enjoy priority, especially those who represent the sciences and
cultural life. Swedish guests are people who participate in Nobel-related
functions in one capacity or another, aid the sciences through donations
or otherwise support the Foundation and the Prize Awarding
Institutions.

10 In Oslo, the Nobel Peace Prize is presented by the Chairman of the
Norwegian Nobel Committee in the presence of Their Majesties the
King and Queen of Norway, the Government, Storting representatives
and an invited audience. Several hundred seats are reserved for persons
with special reasons for wishing to attend the ceremony. Later the same
day, the Norwegian Nobel Committee hosts a banquet in honor of the
Laureate, with specially invited guests.

11 Since the Nobel Prize is regarded by far as the most prestigious
prize in the world, the Award Ceremonies as well as the Banquets in
Stockholm and Oslo on December 10 have been transformed from local
Swedish and Norwegian arrangements into major international events
that receive worldwide coverage by the print media, radio and
television.

institute /‘institju:t/ . establish or start ﬁlJ 3L ﬁﬁé‘

n. society or organization for a special purpose %

2 e ¥k

diploma /di'plouma/ n. certificate  awarded for making some
achievement ¢ ¥ iF 5 ; % & 4F $ ; ¥ %

asset /‘zset/ n. thing esp. property owned by a person or
company % 7= ; A F & 7

external /ekstanl/ adj. outside 4h ¥t ; E M Hy

administer /od'ministo/ . manage; control the affair of & # ; 4 47

symposium /simpsuziom, po/ n.  (pl.) symposia it 2 ; B 3% &

coordination /kouodineifou/ n.  action of causing to function together & %1, ¥ 38

release /riliis/ w. 1. make sth. available to the public 2 ¥ , X #
2. let sh./sth. come out of a place where they
have been kept or trapped B i

10



simultaneously
/simol'teiniasli/adwv.
laureate /'lo:riit/ adj.

n,
server /'savo/ n.
banquet /'bagkwit/ n.
stipulate /'stipjuleit/ v.
auditorium /oditorrism/ n.
extol /iks'tal/ v.
Majesty /'meed3isti/ n.

priority /praioriti/ n.
donation /dsuneifon/ n.
Storting /'stotin/ n.

prestigious /presti:d3ass/ adj.

in memory of
up to

on the occasion of
in the presence of sbh.

UNIT 1
happening or done at the same time [& Bt 3

B AE A

AR NA

(HEVORS B BREEF

elaborate formal meal & &

state clearly and firmly as a requirement # & ; & i
uﬁ'//f\\)% 95%/0\)%;(%)%';" ’;fL'ni"

praise highly # %

used to address or speak of a royal person or
royal people (A FTHERRAEZEAET
have right to do sth. before others £ 4 . {£ % &
things donated #f B & , # 2 ; T #k

A2

having or showing fame or reputation ¥ # # 4
Wi FEREYW

as a way of remembering or being reminded of
HEAL BA

1. as far as; as many as % &

2. equal to; good, well, clever enough% T

at the time of ZE -~~~ By Bt &, W Z IR

close enough to be seen or heard by sb. Z -t
[l

Y otes

1. Nobel Prize — M /K%, BT 1901 £, CRBEMAF B ¥R MAH
MYEZi R A /R ERE - 1 B - 3% /R (Alfred Bernhard Nobel,
1833—1896) BBRBLI I AR =EN RS A, ENRRXROFESREE

FIAEBAEEXR,

Sveriges Riksbank (Bank of Sweden) -— gt JL4R 4T,

The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences — Fi 58 B Z B} ¥ Bt .
org. — organization 4 E .

Karolinska Institute — T 2 X KT HE¥K.

Swedish Academy — Fi 8L 3C%RBE .

The Norwegian Nobel Institute — % N /REHR 2.

His Majesty the King of Sweden — Fi gt [E EE T .
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