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Preface

Milu (Elaphurus davidianus) was native to China about two or three million
years ago. It is classified as family Cervidae, genus Elaphurus and species
Elaphurus davidianus. There used to be five subspecies: E. bifurcates, E. lantianensis,
E. formosanus, E. chinanensis and E. davidianus. E. davidianus is the only living
Species Now.

Wild Milu thrived over 3000 years ago, but the wild herds kept diminishing
due to human beings' cultivation of their habitats, excessive hunting and the
changes of the deer themselves. While the wild herds were on the brink of
extinction, domestication of the deer started, but only a few of them survived
in the Imperial Hunting Park. A breeding population of 18 deer was established
at Woburn Abbey in England, under the care of the Duke of Bedford from
1984 to 1904, when domesticated deer became extinct in China. And the population
had increased to 88 by the time of the First World War. Now there are over
2000 deer around the world, which are all the offspring of Woburn Abbey
deer. On Aug. 24, 1985, 20 deer were sent from Woburn Abbey to Peking
and released in Nan Hai—tsu Park, which was set up on the site of the old
Imperial Park. On Aug. 14, 1986, 39 deer were selected from 7 zoos of
Zoological Society in London, Britain and donated to Chinese government by
World Wildlife Fund (WWF). And Dafeng Milu Natural Reserve was established
in Jiangsu Province, China, to breed the deer in a wild way. In 1994,some
deer were moved from Nan Hai—tsu Park to Tianezhou Reserve in Shishou,
Hubei Province. It should be noted that 8 deer were selected to return to
nature in Dafeng Reserve on Nov.5, 1998, which gave birth to fawns on
Mar.28,1999 and Apr.22,2000. They were the first two wild deer in more
than one hundred years in China and this also set a perfect example of protecting
rare animals in the world.

In the 1970s, the scientists of Europe and America did research on the
form, blood,behavior, breeding environment, reproduction and sound spectrum
of Milu in zoos and parks. A workshop about the biology and management of
Milu was held in the Wildlife Conservation and Research Center, Smithsonian
Institution in U.S.A from May 3 to 5, 1978. In 1983,thirteen researchers,
including B.B.Beck of New York Zoo and C. Wemmer of Washington Zoo,
wrote the first book about Milu in the world: The Biology and Management
of an Extinct Species Pére David's deer. From the 1970s to the mid—1990s,
Chinese paleontologists studied fossils and carried out researches on palaeoecology;
the geology and history of the deer; the cause of the extinction of the wild
population; artificial breeding and the behavior of the domesticated deer. A
large number of articles were published in academic journals and international
conventions. In 1986 the first book, {Chinese Milu) , written by paleontologists
Cao Keging; Qiu Lianging; Chen Bin and Miao Baimao, was published.

{Chinese Milu) makes a detailed explanation about the geographical distribution,
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