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Excerpt

Since the 1990s, urban poverty has increasingly become an
outstanding problem in China’s social and economic system. A
proper solution to urban poverty is not only what economic growth
should bring about, but also what social equity and justice calls for.
This paper compares and analyzes the basic thoughts and features of
Marxism and the theories of other schools on poverty and poverty al-
leviation. The United States, Chile, Indonesia, Malaysia, Spain
and other countries fight urban poverty in such ways as building so-
cial security, rendering public assistance and offering social serv-
ices. The paper analyzes the international experience and cases in
the foregoing countries, which show that the establishment of a so-
cial security system, the introduction of a stable macro—economic
policy and the concerted participation of government, poverty—
stricken population and Non—Governmental Organizations ( NGOs)
are an effective way to fight poverty in the cities. ‘

The paper focuses on the analysis of the history and current
state of urban poverty in China. It finds out that since the 1990s,
the total number of the poor in Chinese cities has been on the
marked increase. Geographically speaking, most of the urban poor

live in the country’s midwest and old industrial bases. The urban
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poor can be divided into eight major categories, but the bulk of who
are the urban unemployed and the floating population that has
moved to the cities for jobs. The main reasons behind the aggravat-
ing urban poverty problem in China are as follows: economic cycle
and rising jobless rate; the problem of laid—off workers and unem-
ployment in a particular period of economic restructuring, especially
during the period of reforms in state—owned enterprises; changes
in the gap of social distribution ; the high inflation in the first half of
the 1990s and the movement of rural population against the back-
drop of distinct differences in the features of urban and rural econo-
mies.

The paper indicates that to fight urban poverty in China, it is
imperative 1o set up in the first place a governance structure for the
formulation of relevant strategies and poverty eradication, and im-
prove the legal regime in this regard. In choosing urban poverty al-
leviation strategies, one should bear in mind the following:

To implement Lhe strategy while maintaining sustained and rap-
id economic growth;

To implement the strategy while coordinating the common eco-
nomic development of all regions;

To implement the strategy while speeding up the process of
closing the gap between the urban and the rural areas;

To implement the strategy while developing human resources;

To implement the strategy while rationally readjust social dis-
tribution;;

To implement the strategy while establishing and improving the
regime of laws and regulations.

The paper makes four proposals in fighting poverty in Chinese
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cities. Firstly, reemployment project should be promoted to expand
the channels of reemployment and upgrade the system of reemploy-
ment services. Secondly, the minimum subsistence guarantee sys-
tem for urban residents should be improved and various measures
should be explored to enhance the system. Thirdly, a social assis-
tance and relief system should be put in place. The paper analyzes
the necessity and possibility of building a social assistance and relief
system and suggests that the existing social assistance and relief sys-
tem be reformed and improved in light of the needs of assisting all
groups of the poor. Fourthly, the poverty alleviation cause of NGOs
should be developed. The paper elaborates the role NGOs can play
to complement that of government in fighting poverty and the devel-

opment orientation of NGOs’ efforts in this regard.

Keywords: Poverty China’s urban poor fighting poverty
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