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PREFACE

Science Popularization Report of China 2005 officially comes out. It is compiled and
produced by China Research Institute for Science Popularization based on organized stud-

ies, and it is the forth report following its yearly versions of the past 3 years.

Science Popularization Report of China is a yearbook brought out by China Research In-
stitute for Science Popularization since 2002, the first version of which gives a review of

the development of science popularization in China by the year 2001.

Science Popularization Report of China comprehensively and systematically describes the
development of science popularization in every last year, and analyzes its status and func-
tions in the economic growth and social progress. The report provides government organs
on each level with referential materials for policy — making, offers relevant information to
the practitioners and researchers in the area of science popularization. It serves as full and
accurate records and literature on history of science popularization in China, thereby read-
ers who are keen about this enterprise could gain their own impression of the changes

through comparative reading.

The overall progress and development of our country exerts impact upon the science popu-
larization venture, as well as on other enterprises, therelore the science popularization is
marked with obvious characteristics of times. Year 2004 is a year when Chinese Commu-
nist Party and Chinese government went to great lengths to publicize and implement the
idea of scientific development. In this year, the focus of science popularization began to lie
in human beings. This characteristic is seen as follows: to fulfill the public’s requirements
is regarded as both initial and terminal objective for science popularization; to renovate
new modes and ways of science popularization to make this venture go further into the life
of ordinary people; the researches on science popularization strategy initiated by the gov-
ernment take on “promoting the citizens’ scientific literacy” as the guidelines; to encour-
age the cultivation of science popularization capacity to create more opportunities and ap-
proaches for people to raise their scientific literacy. It is seen that new progresses have
been made in attaching importance to this venture accompanied by practices in all areas of

our country, i.e., from government to each social sector, from staffers of science popu-
. 3 .



larization to the broad public, from medias to communities and rural areas. There are

many representative events worthy of noting.

According to the yearbook’s form and our usual practice in organizing contents of the
three former reports, Science Popularization Report of China 20085 is still divided into six
parts to evolve the description and analyses.

*Summary

*Highlights of Science Popularization Events

* Major Science Popularization Engagement

*Science Popularization Capacity Construction

*Science Popularization Studies

* Appendix
Science Popularization Report of China 2005 was compiled under the concern and guid-
ance of the Secretariat of the China Association for Science and Technology. The comple-
tion of the work met persistent support from the Publicity Department of the CPC Central
Committee, Ministry of Science and Technology, Ministry of Education, Ministry of La-
bor and Social Security, All China Federation of Trade Unions, Central Committee of
Communist Youth League of China, All China Women’s Federation, Chinese Academy of
Sciences, National Natural Science Foundation of China, as well as relevant departments
of CAST. The support also came from all those associations for science and technology on
provincial, autonomous regional and municipal levels. And it was a beneficiary of close co-
operation offered by independent science — popularization — based establishments under
CAST and the national academic societies, institutes and associations. It was delightful
that we also received help from Ministry of Agriculture and Agricultural Broadcasting and
Television Schools affiliated with it in editing the report of this year. We would like here-

with to extend our sincere thanks to all of them.

Finally we sincerely hope our readers to provide valuable criticism and suggestions after
reading this book with a view to making improvements for our future work and prospec-

tive report.

Science Popularization Report of China

Programme Panel

October 19, 2005
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