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F—84 BAEEXBARAGEHAIEFHOTESALE

Media Role in HIV/AIDS
Prevention and Control

Edmund Settle, MA ( Bl E7%)
Program Coordinator
China HIV/AIDS Information Network (CHAIN)

The media plays a vital role in the fight against AIDS. According to a re-
cent national survey some 87 percent of Chinese consider TV news pro-
grams a reliable source of HIV/AIDS information, and up to half trust
newspapers. Undoubtedly, media can be instrumental in breaking the si-
lence that surrounds HIV and creating a space that allows for discussion
of how individuals can protect themselves, change their behavior and re-

duce societys stigma towards people living with AIDS.

From a journalist perspective, reporting on HIV/AIDS is not easy. Fear,
ignorance, prejudice, denial, as well as cultural and political considera-
tions all play a part in how Chinese view HIV/AIDS. Other ethical
differences such as those between what is in the public interest and the
interest of the individual also need to be resolved by individual journal-

ist and the media profession.

Chinese journalists are just beginning to discuss their role in China# na-
tional HIV/AIDS prevention strategy ; however only a small number of
concentrate on HIV/AIDS reporting beyond World AIDS Day, and few
newspapers or media groups have committed themselves to long — term
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sustained coverage on HIV/AIDS. Ensuring sustained, interesting and
ethical reporting on HIV/AIDS is no longer enough — China s
journalist and media institutions need to think beyond individual stories
and develop an overall strategy about their involvement in the struggle a-

gainst the disease.

The “HIV/AIDS Resource Guide for Media Personnel” aims to provide
Chinese journalist with accurate and comprehensive foundation on issues
surrounding the HIV epidemic in China. Various experts from health,
academic, civil society and people living with HIV/AIDS all contributed
various chapters. These chapters include background information on
AIDS both internationally and in China, and analyze media reporting on
a range of HIV/AIDS related topics. We hope this guide will help Chi-
nese media personal and journalist further strengthen their understanding

about AIDS and encourage more effective and sustained reporting on
HIV/AIDS.
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