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Aspirations for Reunification

—Records of the Activities of the Overseas Chinese on Opposing “Taiwan

Independence” and Promoting Peaceful Reunification of China (1)
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PREFACE

Prefarce

Since the ancient times, Taiwan has been a part of the sacred territory of China and
Taiwan compatriots have been inseparable members of the big family of the Chinese
nation. Though the two sides of the Taiwan Straits are yet to be reunited, the fact that
Taiwan and the mainland both belong to one China has never changed. Blood is thicker
than water. The blood ties between the compatriots of the two sides can never be cut off.
To solve the Taiwan issue and reunify China is one of the three historical tasks of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) and the Chinese people in the new century. It also
represents the common aspiration of all the Chinese including those overseas.

The Communist Party of China and the Chinese Government have made unremitting
efforts to solve the Taiwan issue since it came into being. In the mid-1950s, Mao Zedong,
Zhou Enlai and other first generation leaders of the CPC, considering the historical condi-
tions at the time, made it clear that the Chinese people would seek to solve the Taiwan
issue by peaceful means wherever possible. To this end, they put forward a number of
policy proposals such as “Peace is the best option”, “All patriots belong to one and same
big family, whether they rally to the common cause early or late”, “Treat each other with all
sincerity”, and “Taiwan compatriots may stay in or leave the mainland as they wish”. Since
China's opening-up and reform, the second generation collective leadership of the CPC
headed by Deng Xiaoping, taking into consideration both history and reality, adopted the
basic policy of “peaceful reunification” and put forward the scientific concept of “one country,
two systems”, which led to the ending of the prolonged absence of contact across the
Taiwan Straits. The third generation collective leadership of the CPC headed by Jiang
Zemin, responding to new developments, put forward an eight-point proposal on develop-
ing the cross-Straits relations and promoting China’s peaceful reunification. Since the
16" National Congress of the CPC, the CPC Central Committee with Hu Jintao as the

General Secretary has continued to pursue the Party’s policy on Taiwan with an eye on
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the future. It has set forth the following four guidelines on developing relations accoss the
Taiwan Straits: China will never waver on the one-China principle, never give up our
efforts to achieve peaceful reunification, never change our principle of placing our hope on
the people of Taiwan, and never compromise on our struggle against secessionist activi-
ties for “Taiwan independence”. The Anti-Secession Law was adopted at the Third
Session of the Tenth National People’s Congress. In 2005, the leaders of the CPC respec-
tively had candid and in-depth exchange of views with Chinese Kuomintang (KMT) Party,
People First Party and the New Party and reached broad common understanding with
them. Important progress was made in these exchanges, which has produced significant
impact on furthering the stable and peaceful development of the cross-Straits relations.

To realize China’s reunification is the calling of the time and an irresistible trend of history.
But the secessionist forces for “Taiwan independence”, ignoring the fact that Taiwan and
the mainland belong to one China and the tie of kingship between the compatriots of the
two sides and moving against history, are bent on creating tension between the compa
triots on the two sides of the Taiwan Straits and wantonly advocate “Taiwan
independence”. These actions have gravely endangered peace and stability across the
Taiwan Straits and in the entire Asia Pacific region as well as the fundamental interests of
the Chinese nation. They have naturally aroused strong indignation and opposition by all
the Chinese, whether in China or overseas. Facing the perverse acts of the secessionist
forces for “Taiwan independence”, the overseas Chinese community around the world has
joined in a common cause against “Taiwan independence”. Up to now, more than 170
councils for the promotion of peaceful reunification of China and similar organizations
have been set up by the overseas Chinese community in 80 countries or areas. The
overseas Chinese community has also held many global conferences or forums on op-
posing “Taiwan independence” and promoting China’s reunification across the world. These
activities have safeguarded the one China principle, deflated the arrogance of the seces-
sionist forces, and reduced room for their maneuver. All the Chinese both in China and

overseas are working in a joint endeavor against secessionism, “Taiwan independence”



and for China's reunification. There are now new and positive developments in the across-
Straits relations that help counter the secessionist forces for “Taiwan independence” and
their activities. However, the struggle against “Taiwan independence” remains a severe
and complex one. To safeguard peace and stability across the Taiwan Straits requires the
unremitting efforts by all the Chinese including those overseas to combat the secessionist
forces for “Taiwan independence”.

Peace, development and cooperation are the global trend today. Embracing this general
trend, China is able to maintain economic growth, social progress and ethnic unity and
enjoy high international standing. Progress in China has greatly inspired the overseas
Chinese community. What is more, it has paved the way to achieving China’s reunification.
The new century has brought us new hope. With the common efforts made by all Chinese
people including those overseas, the indomitable and forward looking Chinese nation will
surely achieve its goal of reunification of the motherland and contribute to the building of a

harmonious world of durable peace and common prosperity.

Liu Yandong
Executive Vice President
China Council for the Promotion of Peaceful National Reunification
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This map shows where most mainlanders

on Taiwan coming from.
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Map of Taiwan Province.
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Around 230AD when China was in the Three Kingdoms
period, Sun Quan, the Duke of Wu, dispatched a 10,000-
strong army under the command of General Wei Wen
and Zhuge Zhi to sail across seas searching for new
territories. During this one-year-long expedition they got
to Yizhou that is called Taiwan now. This was the first

time for Chinese troops to land on Taiwan.
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Monument to Zheng Chenggong for
Landing on Lu’ermen.

Taiwan was occupied by Dutch
colonialists in 1624. Zheng Chenggong

fought against colonialists to recover
Taiwan in 1661. As a general of the Ming
dynasty,he led several hundreds of war-
ships with 25,000 soldiers sailing from
Jinmen to Taiwan in April that year. He
declared in his open letter to the Dutch
colonialists that Taiwan “consistently
belongs to China.” “Residents on the
two islands (Taiwan and Penghu)are all
Chinese. They have owned and worked
over the land since ancient times.” The
Dutch “should return the land to the
original owners.” In February 1662, he
forced the Dutch Governor to sign the
surrender. As a result, 38-year of Dutch
rule over Taiwan came to an end. Zheng
Chenggong became an outstanding na-
tional hero of China.

@ 1B74AFHRATHREXEL
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Portrait of Shen Baozhen(Shen Bao-
cheng). He was dispatched to defend
Taiwan in 1874 as the imperial envoy.
He played a possitive role in developing
Taiwan and strengthening relationships
between the people across the Straits.
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The whole nation launched campaigns against
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cession of Taiwan when the Qing government

signed the Treaty of Shimonoseki on April 17,

1895, which is a treaty of national betrayal and
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humiliational. Kang Youwei, a scholar in

‘-n

Beijing, called on some one thousand scholars

from various provinces to participate in the

campaigns that year. He wrote a joint letter of

more than 18,000 Chinese characters to Em-

peror Guangxu expressing opposition to the
Treaty of Shimonoseki and the cession of

Taiwan. The picture shows the letter that was

called political reforms to strengthen the nation.
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Qiu Fengjia (1864-1912), a Taiwan poet born in

Zhanghua is a national hero. He raised uprising army to
fight against Japanese aggressors after Taiwan was ceded
to Japan in 1895. He wrote a poem with grieved feelings
on April 17 the following year. “Look at the mountains
with fixed eyes since difficult to get rid of sadness, Past
event stirred my soul and made me almost shed tears.
Four million people cried for Taiwan’s cession which

took place today last year.”
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Mo-na-lu-tao, Chief of Taiya tribe in
Waushe region, Nantou County in Tai-
wan led the Wushe Uprising against
the Japanese invaders.Taiya is one of
the nine ethnic groups of Gaoshan
people. More than 300 Japanese sol-
diers were killed or wounded by Wushe
Uprising.The picture is the Monument
to the Wushe Uprising built by Tai-
wan compartriots.
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Portrait of Lin Xiantang (Lin Hsien-
taang). In October 1921, he and Jiang
Weishui (Chiang Weishui) initiated
the Taiwan Culture Association and
Lin became the first General Director.
The Association launched cultural en-
lightenment and sponsored various lec-
tures and symposia about Chinese cul-
ture throughout the island in order to
resist “Japanization”. Lasting over
10 years the cultural enlightenment
had a far-reaching influence on the
people in Taiwan.
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Taiwan Minbao (Taiwan people’s
Report) was the only newspaper to
express opinions of Taiwan people in
the vernacular Chinese under the Japa-
nese rule in Taiwan. Taiwan Minbao
which started publication in April 1923
in Tokyo and moved to Taiwan in
August 1927 carried many articles on
cultural enlightenment and national
liberation. The picture is a group photo
of the founders of Taiwan Minbao.
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In November 1943, leaders of China,United States and United Kingdom signed the Leaflets on the outlines of the Cairo Declara-
Cairo Declaration at the capital of Egypt, which stated clearly “all the territories tion were dropped to the Japanese occupied
Japan has seized from China, such as Manchuria, Taiwan and the Penghu Islands, areas by allied airplanes.

shall be restored to China.”
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On July 26,1945, the Potsdam
Proclamation issued by China,
USA and UK stipulated “The
terms of the Cairo Declaration
shall be carried out,” and
warned Japan surrender
unconditionally. Here is the

scene of the Potsdam

Conference.
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Asasaburo Kobayashi(right), Chief of
the General Staff of the Japanese Forces
in China handed the Instrument of Sur-
render to He Yinggin (left), Commander-
in-Chief of the Chinese Army.
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On October 25,1945, the ceremony ac-
cepting Japan’s surrender of the Chinese
Theater’s Taiwan province was held in
the City Hall (now Chungshan Hall),
Taipei. This is the group photo of the

participants of the ceremony.
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