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PREFACE TO THE ALBUM SERIES

It is a matter of worldwide concern to protect and promote the history and culture of the cities. Chinese is recognized
by the entire world for her brilliant history and culture, and the cities of historical and cultural fame are a treasure of
the Chinese nation. Since 1982, the State has nominated several groups of cities of historical and cultural fame to be
protected at the national level. The preservation of history and culture does not only concern the cities of historical
and cultural fame. Every city, without exception, has its own history and culture. A city without history and culture
cannot be considered a modern city. In the course of the protection, every city, especially those of historical and
cultural fame, should therefore endeavor to promote its culture, economy, and tourism, etc. in the light of its own
characteristics so as to blaze new trails and maintain its vitality. The series of album, “the Chinese Cities of Historical
and Cultural Fame”, edited by National Research Center of Historical Cities, will undoubtedly play a significant part
in the promotion, protection, and development of the cities of fame.

Zhou Ganzhi

Chairman of National Experts’ Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame
Member of China Academy of Science

Member of China Academy of Engineering
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THE FAMOUS CITY OF HANGZHOU

Hangzhou, the capital of Zhejiang Province, is one
of the seven ancient capitals of our country: and is
located in south-cast China coastal area in the north-
ern part of Zhejinag Province. With 8 districts and 3
Citi
has a total area of 16596 square km, a city proper

s 2 counties under its jurisdiction, Hangzhou

area of 3068 square km and a population of 3.87

millions. “There is Paradise above and Suzhou and
Hangzhou below”, that has been the praise to
Hangzhou for hundreds upon hundreds of years.

Hangzhou has a long history, people began to multi-

ply and live here as early as over 4700 years ag

and created the “Liangzhu Culture” which
dawn of civilization. The Qin Dynasty established

here the County of Qiantang, which was started to be called Hangzhou in

the years under the reign of Emperor Kaihuang of the Sui
Dynasty, and its city wall was built around the Phoenix
Hill for the first time. In the Five Dynasties period. the
Wuyue Kingdom and the Southern Song Dynasty both
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Eight Diagram vein furnace lid

(the Southern Song Dynasty)

had their capitals established here for 237 years for
14 kings and emperors. The later dynasties all had
their administrative offices set up here, with numer-
ous cultural relics and ancient remains thus left
behind. Hangzhou now has 14 key cultural relic units
under national protection, with other cultural relic
protection units amounting together to over 277 sites.
In 1982, Hangzhou was named in the first batch by
the State Council as Famous Historic and Cultural
City of the State.

Hangzhou is a national key scenic and tourist city
determined by the State Council, and its millennia
human culture accumulation and natural environment
have formed the humanistic landscape and natural
landscape famous at home and abroad. Provided with the two State-level
scenic and historic spots of West Lake and Xin’an River-
Fuchun River areas, as well as two State-level natural re-
serves and one State-level tourist holiday resort, Hangzhou

is a famed destination for tourists.
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(the Southern Song Dynasty)




West Lake, having names of Wulin Waters, Golden
Ox Lake, Qiantang Lake and so on, is like a bright
pearl imbedded west of the city proper of Hangzhou,
with lovely sights and charming scenes. With an
water surface of 6.38 square km, the total area of
West Lake Scenic Area amounts to 60 square km.
West Lake’s morning or evening glow in their sunny,
cloudy, rainy or snowy days is lithe and graceful on
any of the occasions; while its autumn osmanthus
and ten-/i wide lotus flowers display their charming
manners to the extreme. In spring, birds sing and
flowers give forth their fragrance among red peach
blossoms and green willows; in summer, green lo-
tus leaves amidst mist vapor; in autumn, the calm
lake looks like mirror and the maple forests are all
crimsoned; and in winter, the silvery dress is thrown over the white with
plum blossoms blooming to crave spring alone. Only this West Lake alone
makes Hangzhou become world-renowned, and the fame has never with-
ered for millennia long.

Hangzhou has not only such great beauty in all its lakes and hills, but has
also a gathering of talents. Here sleep eternally the national heroes of Yue
Fei, Yu Qian, Zhang Cangshui, Qiu Jin and others, which adds luster to the
lakes and hills; eminent persons over dynasties such as Bai Juyi, Liu Yuxi,
Liu Yong, Su Shi, Wang Anshi, Lu You and so on left behind their millen-
nia-chanted poems, ditties, odes and verses here, which does credit to the
city of Hangzhou.

Hangzhou’s 5-thousand-year cultural tradition and 2-thousand-year accu-
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Blue glazed gold drawing wine

vessel(the Yuan Dynasty)

mulation are exquisite beyond compare; the
Liangzhu jade articles, Imperial Kilns porcelain

storytelling in Hangzhou dialect and Hangzhou
opera as well as calligraphic, painting and sealing
works and other cultural gems are too numerous to
be counted, and Hangzhou is worthy of the name of
land of culture.

With a pleasant climate of warmth and humidity and
a rich produce, Hangzhou has long been reputed as
“land of fish and rice and home of silk and tea”.
Hangzhou’s silk, embroidery, brocade, silk umbrel-
las and other traditional arts and crafts as well as
Hangzhou cuisine dishes, West Lake Dragon Well
tea, West Lake lotus root starch and other local spe-
cialties are all of the features of “being soft,
enchanting, pure and elegant”, they are indispensable historical culture of
Hangzhou, and are also a component part of this historic and cultural city
of Hangzhou.

Experienced brilliance for over two thousand years, Hangzhou is opening
a new chapter in 21* century. At the same time to protect the historic and
rth way, the

tury new Hang: has

cultural city in a down-t
posed a humanistic spirit of “being refined and harmonious, and being
vigorous in opening up”, and Hangzhou people will rise in greater vigor to
strive to be strong for the magnificent target of “building a economically
strong city and creating a culturally famed city” as well as “structuring a
metropolitan and setting up a new paradise”. And in the new century and

new millennium, Hangzhou will surely to radiate more splendid brilliance.
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THE FAMOUS CITY OF HANGZHOU

The Aspect of the Ancient C|ty
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REMAINS OF THE CITY OF LINAN
Also called Remains of Southern Song Imperial City, it is located on Songcheng
Road at the eastern foot of the Phoenix Hill. Being originally the place of the
Prefecture Government of the Northern Song Dynasty, here were built palaces
o and gardens after the Song Dynasty Zhao Gou the Emperor Gaozong set up
his capital in Hangzhou. At that time there were over 130 palaces and towers

in the Imperial City, which made an imposing sight.

, v EHRAR




O A k#HN
TS EE, BT TEEFLE (13594), hLR AL EKKITZ
—. RITIEE e, hRBAZR

PHOENIX HILL CITY WALL WATER GATE
Located southeast of the city, it was first built in the 19" year under the reign of Emperor
Zhizheng of the Yuan Dynasty (1359), and was one of the five city wall water gates of the

Yuan Dynasty. Being of a unique architectural pattern , it is a passageway for boats to enter

and exit

RUlif 18 Phoenix Hill Gate Tablet

Rl
Phoenix Hill
City Wall Water Gate.
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FANTIAN TEMPLE SUTRA PILLARS
Located at the foot of the Phoenix Hill, it was
built by King Qian Liu of Wuyue Kingdom in
the Five Dynasties period. Together there are
two sutra pillars, which are the tallest of the
pillars now existing in Zhejiang. The Buddhist
portraits engraved on pillars are of easy and
smooth lines and vivid image, and are

exquisite art works.
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LONGXING TEMPLE SUTRA PILLAR
Located at the entrance of Dengxin Lane, North Yanan
Road, it was built in the 2 year under the reign of Emperor
Kaicheng of the Tang Dynasty (837), and is the earliest
sutra pillar existing in Zhejiang. The pillar body bears
the engraving of sutra written by Hu Jiliang the famous
calligrapher of the Tang Dynasty, the characters are
engraved with distinct and elegant lines and superb

artisanship.




O EAFEHRBERNEIR ooo BAOCHENG TEMPLE MAHEGELA STATUE
fir F2m % ¥ m TRER 2B, It is located inside the Zivang Hill Baocheng Temple. Originally named Sakya Temple,
" — v — 7 it was built by Madame Liu the Concubine of the King of Wuyue Kingdom in the Five
AREBETRMEHE. TERZF (1322 :

R & B Dynasties period. In the 2 year under the reign of Emperor Zhizhi of the Yuan Dynasty
), ff g WA <5 V‘] R B ] M 710 & LR & - (1322), Baijianu sculptured a whole hall of Mahegela Statues on the cliff inside the
¥ i 1§ % 8 R IT ] s A #He * RAE%E temple. And the statues are of important reference value in studying Yuan Dynasty

2
SEHME. history and Buddhist arts
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O WEMEK o TONGXUAN TAOIST TEMPLE STATUES
R . It is located in the Taimiao Lane at the eastern foot of Zivang Hill. In the 29" year
N e W vang
fr ¥ ? B il #‘ k& mRAR T under the reign of Emperor Shaoxing of the Southern Song Dynasty (1159), Imperial
, ¥ X # o HE Attendant Liu Ao became Taoist disciple here and built for himself the temple , ana

F (159 5), WRFXIBAE, 1k g dant Liu Ao b Taoist disciple h { built for himself th le, and
';ﬂra 4; ‘B, BiES “fefa”. EEm jlél‘ ﬁ Emperor Gaozong wrote the characters “Tong Yuan" and gave him Taoist name of

. . : “Neng Zhen". The cliff wall was chiseled with Taoist Statues, and now there are
EHER, AEERE Y, R H

still a number of statues left, which are the only Taoist stone sculptured statues

AHER. existing in the city.




