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FOREWORD

Shaanxi Province, aptly called the natural historical museum, is a treasure-
chest of colourful cultural relics which not only demonstrate the great
contribution the province made to ancient human civilization but also bring
that splendid past alive to us today.

The relics displayed in this exhibition are our memories in solid form, our
memories of the elegance of an ancient Chinese civilization, its wisdom and its
fine traditions. We take pride in them because they represent, not only the
richness of traditional China, but also the heritage of human beings in general.

Shaanxi History Museum is the one of the most famous modern museums in
China. More than 370,000 objects are collected here. Especially the first class
of objects of more than 800 pieces (sets) represent the highest level of
craftsmanship and artistic creation. The typicality, the integrity and the
sequences of the objects illustrate the long history of Chinese civilization and
its breadth in ancient times. The importance of the treasures displayed here
lies not only in their specific interest to archeologists but in the tremendous
insight they give us into traditional Chinese culture and its relation to the
other great civilizations of the past.

The purpose of our museum is cherish and protect this cultural heritage.
Shaanxi History Museum provides a storehouse of ancient treasures in a form
designed to make them accessible to the public. But we are also publishers,
producing a body of literature on cultural relics which we hope will lead to a
better appreciation of the civilization of ancient China.

We believe that this book, Charm and Brilliance: An Appraisal of the
National Treasures in the Shaanxi History Museum compiled by the various
experts working in the Museum, will have a great impact on the study of
cultural relics, both in academic circles and in the world of museums. There
are many other books dealing with the cultural treasures of Shaanxi Province.
But this one is unique in its scope, dealing as it does with such a wide range
of excavated and collected relics. And, although we have taken account of
academic studies of the subject, we have tried to avoid the dullness that many
people associate with academic publications, aiming instead at a popular
audience.

Our mission is to serve society, serve our visitors and readers, and serve
the cultural tradition the Museum preserves. We would welcome critical

comments, whether from experts in the field or the general reader.

March , 2006

Ji Dongshan




PREFACE

Feng Gengwu

As an old and miraculous place, Shaanxi is a place where the Chinese
ancestors lived in ancient times. In addition, 13 empires have their capitals
ever established here in the Chinese history, such as the Zhou, Qin, Han and
Tang dynasties. Xi’an, called Chang’an in ancient times, is one of the four
civilized capitals of the world and the starting point of the Silk Road. Thanks
to the long history and brilliant culture, Shaanxi has contributed very much to
the human civilization and left rich and valuable cultural relics. As a result,
Shaanxi is famous for its relics and the Shaanxi History Museum is honoured
the Brilliant Pearl of Xi’an and the Treasure House of China.

The Shaanxi History Museum is built to meet with the will of former Premier
Zhou Enlai. It started in 1983 and ended on 20 June, 1991. As the first
modernized state museum of China, the museum is magnificent for its Tang
style buildings and rich for its collections and great for its displays, which
represented the highest level of the museums of China in 1990s and was
honoured the milestone of the development of the museums of China. As one
of the outstanding museums, the museum has owned a collection of 370,000,
covering a period of over one million years ranging from some simple stone
tools in far ancient times to some objects in the period before 1840. Of all the
collected objects, the bronze wares of the Shang and Zhou periods, the pottery
figures of all dynasties, the gold and silver wares of the Han and Tang dynasties
and the tomb mural paintings from the tombs of the Tang dynasty all are
unique, and rare. Besides, the collection is not only large in number and variety,
high in quality, but sophisticated in technology, which represented the highest
level of the time. The typical, and complete collection has reflected the Chinese
civilization thoroughly. The bronze wares excavated in Shaanxi are large in
number of which most are rare wares, which set Shaanxi the first position of
China. As a result, Shaanxi is honoured the Hometown of the Bronze Wares. In
the past decades, over 4,000 pieces of bronze wares were unearthed most of
which are collected in the museum. Apart from that, gold and silver wares
unearthed in Xi’an and the neighbouring areas are collected in the musem,
amongst which are 270 pieces of wares excavated from the caves of the Hejiacun
village, Xi’an. They are the wares standing for the highest standard of gold
and silver manufacture made in the period of great prosperity, and considered
the most important archaeological discoveries of China in the 20th century.
Shaanxi is a place where pieces and pieces of mural painting were found in
some tombs. At present, more than 500 pieces being equal to 1,000 m? of mural




paintings excavated from the tombs of Li Shou, Prince Yi De, Prince Zhang
Huai, Princess Yong Tai and Fang Ling, and Su Sixu are collected in the museum.
They are well preserved, large in number, sophisticated in quality and complete.
They are so rare that some foreign friends consider them China’s Uffizi (The
Uffizi Gallery, located in the Uffizi Palace in Florence in Italy, is famous for the
collections of the famous paintings in the Renaissance period, which was
opened to the public in 1765).1n all the ancient tombs in Shaanxi pottery figures
are buried. The collection of the Shaanxi History Museum is of the
characteristics: large in number, broad in theme, rich in content and complete
in chronological order, which is rarely seen in some other museums all over
the country. And more and more, the museum shares an important role in
China for the collection of the bricks and tiles of the Qin and Han dynasties,
tri-coloured objects of the Tang dynasty, pottery and porcelain vessels and
jade wares. In one word, it is important to notice that the long history has
created the cultural relics of the Chinese nation, which are typical in the
collection of the museum. They are the demonstration of the brilliant culture
of the Chinese nation and the common wealth of the human beings as well.
Therefore, it is of an important meaning, by means of active preservation,
display, propaganda, and research, to raise the appraisal, appreciation and
collection standard, to get a further realization to the traditional Chinese
culture and its position in the world civilization, and to carry out the Patriotic
Education and the construction of the moral quality.

Collection is the material foundation with which the museum exists while
display is a basic but most important mean to realize propaganda function.
Since the opening the Shaanxi History Museum, based on the basic display
the Display of the Ancient Shaanxi History, has held quite a number of
exhibitions, special subjects or temporary, so as to demonstrate the rich
intension of the relics and the great achievements of the ancient civilization
by means of different angles and sides. For a long time visitors in the museum
could see only a little part of the collections due to some specialities and
restrictions but unfortunately they have no chance to approach most of the
collections including some rare objects. Additionally, it is hard for the visitors
to understand the real meanings of the objects without some explanations for
they may come from different field. And it is necessary to figure out that even
for some professionals they do not understand all for their special reasons of

the work. They need to read and consult some publications of all levels to get




a further study of the objects. Therefore, it is very important to compile and
publish some kinds of books to meet with the requirements of the tourists. For
the general tourists, books with pictures of the objects and detailed
explanations are properer acturally. In recent years, a set of books have been
published to make sense but they do not reflect the general respects at all of
the rare objects of our collection.

Under the help and support of the Shaanxi Provincial Press Publishing
Bureau and the Sanqgin Publishing House, after a selection of 800 pieces(group)
of class A relics, Charm and Brilliance: An Appraisal of the National
Treasures in the Shaanxi History Museum is being published to display
completely the rare relics of the museum, to broaden the influence of the
Shaanxi cultural relics, to expand the traditional culture and to remedy the
weakness of the display. During the time, all the staffs are working hard to
collect materials, compose explanations and make pictures for the objects so
that the books are compiled with pictures and explanations and satisfy readers.
And yet it is a beginning for us, and the first time for some other museums all
over the country so it is of a creative significance for the rare relics research
and propaganda. Last but not least, at the very time when the books are being
published, we hope sincerely that the books will supply the readers with some
scientific materials, and collectors with some profitable references. We also
hope that the books will play a leading role in the great event that Shaanxi
moves to the world and all the world knows Shaanxi. Of course, we hope that
the books will meet with the requirements of learning some knowledge of
cultural relics, history, and moulding their temperament. We finally hope that
the books will play an active part in preserving cultural heritage and expanding

the national spirit so that they may become rare books of education of
patriotism.

March, 2006
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