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This Year It’s Going to Be
Different

I. Vocabulary in Context (ifiC%3])

1.1 Word List (4:i8)3%)

Text I

resolution [ reza'ljurfon] n. a decision to do something or to
behave in a certain manner H.(y , P58 ; i

boundless [ 'baundlis ] adj. having no limit JGFR K, JC55 1Y

tiptoe [ 'tiptou] vi. to walk or move quietly on one’s toes % i
ik , BT BRI AT

escapement | is'keipmont | n. a mechanical device that regulates
movement ( Bh R ) PR, 125

coronary [ 'koronori] n. [C]& adj. [ JR’{E coronary thrombosis |
an extremely dangerous medical condition in which the flow of
blood to the heart is blocked by a lump of blood 7K zf ik Ifi 12 SiE

kit [kit] n. [C] a set of things, such as tools or clothes, used for a
particular purpose or activity & T B, iR, TR

jovially [ 'dzouvjoli] adv. (of a person) friendly and in a good
mood, or (of a situation) enjoyable because of being friendly and
pleasant 1 3 , 5 %1
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pajamas [ pa'dzaimaz] n. [ Am. E] soft loose clothing which is
worn in bed and consists of trousers and a type of shirt [ Br. E
pyjamas] BEK

trivial [ 'triviol] adj. having little value or importance Bif#Y , YH{E
Rty MORRER

jacks [ dzaks] n. [U] a children’s game in which you throw a ball
into the air and try to pick up a number of small metal or plastic
objects with the same hand before catching the ball again ${ ¥ if
X%

hippie [ 'hipi:] n. [C] [7FfE hippy] a person, typically young,
especially in the late 1960s and early 1970s, who believed in
peace, was opposed to many of the accepted ideas about how to
live, had long hair, and often lived in groups and took drugs {& F7
=+, B UR IR BUR KA

impossible [ im'posabl] adj. very difficult to bear; used to describe
a person who behaves very badly or is extremely difficult to deal
with LA Z K (N)

whittle [ (h)witl] vz. to make something from a piece of wood by
cutting off small thin pieces Fi J] FHIAk ; A Sk B

poisonous [ 'paiznas ] adj. very unpleasant and hurtful {FR &4 A
AP s AT Z

cross-examine [ krosig'zeemin, (US) 'krois-] ve. [ 7R fE cross-
question] to ask detailed questions of someone, especially a
witness in a trial, in order to discover if they have been telling the
truth £/ ; P85 18)

commotion [ ka'moufon] n. [C or U] a sudden short period of
noise, confusion or excited movement Mg s JEF,

small talk [ smo:l'totk] n. [ U] conversation about unimportant
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things, often between people who do not know each other well
(BABERMN) IR, BIK

assemble [ a'sembl] vr. & vi. to come together in a single place or
bring parts together in a single group 4 , B

accomplish [ o'komplif ] vr. to finish something successfully or to
achieve something 52, ; 33

uneasily [ ,an'i:zili] adv. anxiously or uncomfortably A7 #, #H.0>
Hi; A B 7EH

even-tempered [ i:von'tempad ] adj. [ Approving ] always calm
and never angry or too excited about anything [ % X | #HER , %
Ged:d)

snarl [ sna:l] vi. & vt. (of people) to speak or say something
angrily and fiercely Mg i, 0Y , 7% 53

sprawl [ spro:l] vi. to stretch the arms and legs out carelessly and

untidily while sitting or lying down [ fi3 i JF 85 SO b. 5

Text II
rattle [ 'reetl] vi. &vt. to worry someone or make someone nervous

Bk AL

transact [ tren'zaekt,-'sekt ] ve. [ formal] to do and complete a
business activity [ (E.] &5

beforehand [ bi'fothend] adv. earlier (than a particular time) ; in
advance T

shamble [ 'fzmbl] vi. to walk slowly and awkwardly, without
lifting your feet correctly §§#tHiiE , 3248 R Rk

wicket [ 'wikit ] n. a small window or openihg, often fitted with
glass or a grating (B %Ay, 8 ¥ A FHBUSH ) F O,
/BT
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accountant [ o'kauntant] n. [ C] someone who keeps or examines
the records of money received, paid and owed by a company or
person £t

solemnly [ 'solomli] ady. serious and without any amusement /7
#,—AELH

crumple [ 'krampl] vt. & vi. to become or cause something to
become full of irregular folds F5 , F= 4%

self-evident [ 'self'evidont ] adj. clear or obvious without needing
any proof or explanation ASilE 5 BA B, AN 5 1 i #Y

conclude [ kon'klu:d] vt. to judge or decide something after some
consideration #i8, Wi E

deposit [ di'pozit ] vt. to put something valuable, especially money,
in a bank or safe 777 ; &

safe [ seif ] n. a strong box or cupboard with special locks where
valuable things, especially money or jewels, are kept fRES#H

convulsive [ kon'valsiv] adj. having, producing or consisting of
convulsions ; used to describe sudden uncontrollable movements of
the muscles in one’s body ATERZE) , BEZEHE )

reckless [ 'reklis ] adj. not thinking of the consequences or of
danger, doing something dangerous and not caring about the risks
and the possible results &35/ ; R R A

wretched [ 'retfid] adj. unhappy, unpleasant or of low quality R3
# 5 BB

1.2 Word in Use (iajfi_H#:)
1) look excl. used to express annoyance [ &M {#], 7RYE look here ]

(FRAB ANE) R, R, Uik

Look, I’ve already told you it’s not possible.
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2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

5
Look here, I’ve had enough of this. Brfi, W T,

say excl. [ Am. E, I say Br. E ] used to express surprise or
pleasure, or to attract attention to what you are about to say [ /&
i ] AFRARTSRGIERANER

Say, how about going out tonight?

I say, do you have the time? i}, /R4 HfEIRG?

wander off; (of a person, his mind, etc. ) be inattentive,
confused; if your mind or your thoughts wander off, you stop
thinking about the subject that you should be giving your
attention to and start thinking about other matters F #, 0> AN FE
Halfway through the meeting my mind started to wander off.
how come: [ informal] used to ask how or why something has
happened /&4 £

So how come you missed the train?

come on: said to encourage someone to do something, especially
to hurry or try harder, or to tell you something 5, , #E4 ; SR IE
Come on, Mary, you can tell me. I won’t tell anyone.

Come on, dear, my guests will be arriving before long and we
are not yet changed for dinner.

bet vi. [informal] [ ZR{F I bet] said to show that you
understand why someone has a particular opinion or feels in a
particular way BT € , 45K

I bet our team will win. FREWTERATBAEREIR M

“I was so relieved I didn’t have to clean up after the party. ” “I
bet you were. ” )

only conj. used to show what is the single or main reason why

something mentioned in the first part of the sentence cannot be
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performed or is not completely true RE,BR T ,BEARE
I’d be happy to do it for you, only ( =but) don’t expect it to be

done before next week.
This fabric is similar to wool, only ( = except that it is)
cheaper.

8) strike up; to start a relationship or conversation with someone
He gets really jealous if his girlfriend strikes up a friendship with
another man.

It can be difficult to strike up a conversation with a complete
stranger. '

9) rapport n. a good understanding of someone and an ability to
communicate well with him [ 7} ff establish rapport with
someone , be on /in rapport with someone ] fl------ BN RIFR
BB FIBRAAL
We’d worked together for years and developed a close/good
rapport.

She has an excellent rapport with her staff.
10) throw in the sponge /towel: [ colloquial ] to admit defeat [ [
AR A B
I hate my work. Sometimes I feel like throwing in the towel.
RAERERH LI, ANEEBTFAT T
Don’t throw in the sponge yet! You may still win if you go on!
11) take down: to remove something that is on a wall or something
that is temporary; or to remove a structure by separating its
different parts $7H ; J7[R
I’ve taken the pictures down.
The machine takes down easily. XHL28 A S TFH,
12) have the nerve for/ to do something. have the bravery or
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13)

14)

—7

rudeness to do something 5 JE B I, JF 1 B MO S , fHER
=

I didn’t have the nerve to tell him what I really thought of his
suggestion. F B A B EIF MBS M H BN HELE
%o

Did he have the nerve to say that? i &4 I X152

That man has such a nerve! He’s always blaming me for things
that are his fault.

hold it; [ informal] used to tell someone to wait or stop doing
something [ JEIEX] 1k 18 F

Hold it! What are you saying? &% ! #Riift4?

Hold it! I haven’t got my coat on yet.

know how one stands ( with sb. ) ; to know what one’s opinion
or situation is

I know where I stand on this issue — I’'m against the war.
When we’ve paid all our debts we’ll know where we stand.

15) let something/someone alone: to leave something/someone

alone Rz, AESN, AFTH
Let the poor little cat alone. ANEHEIE R AT K/ E,
He is busy, and we’d better leave him alone. i IF 11> , F 1]

RIFAB LTI

1.3 Word Distinction (i) X ¥bT)

1)

compliment , complement
compliment n. a remark that expresses approval, admiration or

respect ¥R, 254

complement vz. to make something else seem better or more

‘attractive when combining with it #6535, i 5245, #h )
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She complained that her husband never paid her any
compliments.

A sincere compliment boosts one’s morale. f1 & RIFRHE AT 25—
NGEE L

This wine complements the food perfectly. Bt b 3XFiH , X R
I HRBET .

Strawberries and cream complement each other.

2) aware, conscious, sensible

aware adj. (used after verb) knowing that something exists, or
having knowledge or experience of a particular thing ME“RE
FrERBISN R

1 wasn’t even aware that he was ill.

Were you aware of the risks at the time?

I suddenly became aware of him looking at me.

conscious adj. meaning “ to be aware of ”; but it emphasizes
mental perception, being alert or awake 0 EE OB B A
B, TE R

He is conscious of a sense of quilt. fl/ERE| AKX,

I think she’s very conscious of being the only person in the office
who didn’t have a university education.

The patient remained fully conscious after the local anesthetic was
administered. 55 AZEHE LA B SERRBF Z S5 T BER FF SE TR R
sensible adj. [ formal ] having a good understanding of a
situation; it implies knowledge gained through intellectual
perception or through intuition; it can also mean having or acting
with good sense [ IE3R] #@it B3 Sl I L3R B HA
AR

I am sensible that a good deal more is still to be done. HRINRE]
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3)

AR ZEFHEM

He did not appe'ar to be sensible of the difficulties that lay ahead.
This old man is a sensible person. X {if & A &~ {55
Ao

shriek, shrill, yell

shriek vt. , vi.i & n. to produce a short, loud, high cry,
especially suddenly as an expression of a powerful emotion 4243
I WK P

We shrieked with laughter, when we realized how stupid we’d
been.

He suddenly let out a piercing shriek.

shrill v¢. , vi. & adj. to produce a loud and high sound that is
often unpleasant or painful to listen to; high-pitched

She had a shrilling high-pitched voice.

The phone shrilled, making her jump.

yell v. & vi. to shout something or make a loud noise, usually
when one is angry, in pain or excited

Our neighbours were yelling at each other this morning.

The child yelled out in pain.

Il. Interactive Activity ( ZRERiES))

Topic for discussion:

Give an account of New Year resolutions you made in the past but

failed to keep.

Key words and expressions for reference:

compile a list of do’s and don’ts ambitious schemes

announce my resolutions to everyone self-improvement

experience the frustration enthusiasm wane ${& iR
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find good excuses for JAj------ HED 'poor self-discipline

slip back into the old habits back to Where I had started
give up my resolutions from

be distrustful of myself

lll. Reading-writing Link (&5 ¥}#i¥)

Answer the following questions on Text I and write down your

responses.

e What has past experience of New Year resolutions taught the
writer? What extra efforts has he made in making his resolutions
this year?

e Why did the writer fail to carry out his resolutions on the New
Year’s Day?

IV. Language Practice ( i 3])

1. The words listed in Column A are American English, find the
equivalent British English words and match them in Column
B. |

A(Am.E) B(Br.E)
service station(fEZ%48)

washbowl ( G 2%)

elevator ( HL#6)

candy (¥R )

railroad ( £k §%)

couch( %)

zero( &)

sneakers ( g JfFiE)

baggage (172%)



