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Part One | Reading Activities

The Living Seas

The ocean covers three quarters of the earth’ s surface, produces 90 percent of all its
life-supporting oxygen®, and is the driving force behind the entire weather system @ There are
over 450 million cubic miles of sea water on the earth; and each cubic mile contains over 150
million tons of minerals.

So vast is the sea that if the earth’ s crust were made level, ocean water would form a thick
covering over 8,000 feet deep®.

The oceans contribute immeasurably to earth’ s life support system as well as provide an
untapped storehouse of food, minerals, energy, and archaeological treasure®. The sea is such a
place of interest for tourists as any scenic spots on land. Not only does the sea bring human
beings great happiness and wealth, it also brings disasters to the world. The Titanic which is
lying on the bottom of the great ocean is now a historical witness of its vice. The Titanic,
designed to be unsinkable, struck a huge iceberg and sank at a sudden together with 1,500
helpless passengers. The tragedy took pléce on the sea near Newfoundland the night of April



14", 1912.

Advanced diving suits permit researchers to descend to depths of 1,500 feet. Yet the
ocean’s average depth is greater than 12,000 feet. It is at these depths that remarkable
discoveries are being made, discoveries, which only a short time ago would have been
impossible®.

In that depth, where darkness is absolute and pressure exceeds eight tons per square inch®,
enormous gorges here are four times deeper than the Grand Canyon. Here, too, are volcanoes that
vastly outnumber those on land®. Landslides have been recorded, as well as raging undersea
storms that appear completely unnoticed on the surface®.

And under these seas the largest single geological feature on earth has been found—
a mountain range that dwarfs the Himalayas. It’ s a range that covers nearly one quarter of the
earth’ s surface.

All these discoveries have come from the exploration of less than one-tenth of this undersea
mountain range.

The earth is the only planet we know that has an ocean. The ocean is the largest feature on
the earth®. Yet it’s the one feature we know the least about®. We know more about the moon
240,000 miles away than we know about the three-fourths of the earth covered with water. Man
has set foot on the moon, but not on the most remote part of the earth, 35,000 feet under the
sea.

Modern technology is changing all that. Human race will discover more and more secrets in
the depth of the sea. Modern science is parting the waves for today’ s undersea explorers. And
it’ s bringing about the opportunity to transform vision, curiosity, and wonder into practical
knowledge ©.

The deep sea is the last frontier left to explore ®.

o New Words
quarter [ 'kworta] n. P42 —
surface [ ' sorfeis ] n. R0 ;SR
oxygen [ ' oksidzon ] n. A5
cubic [ ' kjurbik ] adj. SEHRR ;SRR
crust [ krast] n. S5 T
immeasurably [i' mezarabli ] ady. P XCIERS 5:
storehouse [ ' storhaus ] n. R
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energy [ 'enad3i | n. R WE
archaeological [ atkio' lodzikal ] adj. EHER
treasure ['tre39] n. I”)i,w'g
descend [ di' send ] v. TR EAE
average [ ' evoridz ] adj. SEHHY s S H B
remarkable [ ri' mazkabl | adj. BER; SR
absolute [ ' &bsalju:t | adj. #5 XF BY) 5 Bl
exceed [ik' sixd] v. Tt ;

inch [intf] n. yf

enormous [i' nommas | adj. B R# ; BRI
gorge [ gods ] n. Ly g 5 PR
canyon [ ' keenjon ] n. I 25

volcano [ vol' keinou ] n. P il

outnumber [ aut' nambs | v. EHE F#e
landslide [ ' leendslaid ] n. LI 5 F 438
rage [ reids | vi. FBL T
unnoticed [ ' An' noutist | adj. B2
geological [ dzia’ lod3zikal ] adj. b T2
feature [firtfo] n. FHIE ;5568
dwarf [ dwaosf] . R/ s fEARTE At
remote [ ri' mout | adj. 1B T 1) 5 DR Y
transform [ treens' form ] v. By
vision ['vizen] n. %

curiosity [ kjuzri' ositi n. WAL

frontier [ ' frantjo | n. W35 5 W 5 i

contribute to A BT ; Tk
e. g. Plenty of fresh air contributes to good health.

Z PR 2 S B T B AR

bring out A7 il , P4

e.g. The factory brings out a new kind of soap.

RF T il T — R,
[cz2en IEN
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Science brings about productive force.
PreEfIEE N,

transform:--into+++  J{B+----- %3{({,{5)%

e. g. You should transform your failure into a good lesson.

RRE SRR B 5% TR AL R — UK 2 BB

the Grand Canyon (&E) BIFH L Kiksy
the Himalayas B DR L B

i ) Reading Guide

@ life-supporting oxygen  ZEFFAMINES . & + AL LR ARE. Hlm.

peace-loving people  #4ZFIFH) AA]

@ ---the driving force behind the entire weather system «++«: BANKEEER (L) st
A] 5 behind %GB B HT I A9 2% WR4L, 48 “ ER DN RESE R ZERMEAKE /17 , behind
ATARRE .

@) So vast is the sea that if the earth’ s crust were made level, ocean water would form a thick
covering over 8,000 feet deep. MFVEUNMNE K, AT a0 R4 #b 75 58 K , 48 /K 7] LUK
Ji% 8000 ZRREH B . X “so + LA + that WA (- DE: SR MICIE
B . BN .

So excited were the audience that no body left the theatre ten minutes after the play finished.

@ The oceans contribute immeasurably to earth’ s life support system as well as provide an
untapped storehouse of food, minerals, energy, and archaeological treasure.  ¥§ ¥ X} i Bk
ROAERE M REMUL T AR M TR, X B— BN RITIFHEE, RERY. .5
Y BB, RAEHME.

® It is at these depths that remarkable discoveries are being made, discoveries which only a
short time ago would have been impossible.  IFRZEXMEE , AR AK LN, X% IE
AR URTE AT REIN BN o

(® pressure exceeds eight tons per square inch -~ i E 8t T 8 i

@ Here, too, are volcanoes that vastly outnumber those on land. X JLHY Ktk KT T
Filih E K1, )543 those $ volcanoes, 4 :
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The stars in the east are brighter than those in the west.
---appear completely unnoticed on the surface. -+ EAKE AL RN EE.
©) The ocean is the largest feature on the earth. K¥gEHIER - A FHER ARG,
@ Yet it’ s the one feature we know the least about.  IFJ&iX—HFERAIAE BT
@ It’ s bringing about the opportunity to transform vision, curiosity, and wonder into practical
knowledge. B (BIARHEE) EZERQIENLSMELIAR A OAMTRDURE 2R A PR AR .
@ The deep sea is the last frontier left to explore.  FEIRMIME R MR & B &G — 18U,
4] left to explore i 25431 A & 7& FH , 1B BT TEI £) 4% 17) frontier, {40

We have discuss the problem left to solve.

She put forward several questions left to consider about for us.

Directions: Read the following questions and answer them orally.

1. How much does the ocean cover the earth’s surface?

2. How many cubic miles of sea water are there on the earth?

3. Describe how vast the sea is if the earth’ s crust were made level?

4. What kind of a storehouse is the sea?

5. What is the ocean’ s average depth?

6. Are there any volcanoes in the oceans? Where are there more volcanoes, on land or in the

oceans?

7. Has the mankind ever known any other planet that had an ocean so far?

8. What is the largest feature on the earth?

9. Do we know very much about the oceans on the earth?

10. What is modern technology doing for today’ s undersea explorers and for human beings?




