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Introduction

Experiencing Chinese: Living in China (40-50 Hours) is a language book especially written for
foreign beginners of the Chinese language. It is suitable for adults who want a short course for
learning Chinese. it provides material suitable both for short-term classes and for one-on-one teaching.

The book incorporates the concept of learning-through-experience and functional language
learning. It is designed to meet the basic requirements for daily social communication, and focuses
on the training of listening and speaking skills. The book consists of one Pronunciation camp (2-4
hours) and 12 units (3—4 hours/unit), totaling 40-50 teaching hours.

1. Pronunciation

For short-term learners, phonetic training is mainly provided in the “Pronunciation” section. In
addition, there is pronunciation and comparative practice in each unit of important words and
expressions selected from dialogues.

2. 12 Units

The 12 units of the book are made up of the most practical communication tasks selected to
meet the basic requirements of the learners’ daily life in China. Each unit contains the following.
sections: Objectives, Warm-Up, Words and Phrases, Sentences, Dialogue and Activities.

The difficult points in the text are shown in English notes only.

The practice in the class embodies the features of learning-through-experience, presenting
traditional exercises as well as functional practice. ‘

The Main Features

In accordance with the characteristics of adult learners who have limited studying time but
strong self-learning ability, this book adopts a couple of innovative patterns:

There are two parts in each unit, both consisting of text and practice. Learners should follow the
sequence by finishing the first part before going on to the second one. This learning-with-practicing
model not only favors teaching and learning, but enhances the learners’ feeling of accomplishment.

“Warm-Up” is the first step towards each unit. The words and expressions with the pictures or
charts will lead the learners into the new task unit. It re-cycles the knowledge already acquired by
the learners and increases their vocabulary in preparation. for the sentence and dialogue practice
afterwards. |

in the “Activities” section, the learners can fulfill each language task through various interesting
activities and, thus, increase vocabulary. In addition, learners are able to decide how to study according
to their own situation. This is an attempt to incorporate the self-learning concept into adult education




books.

We especially designed the listening exercises, emphasizing advancing students’ listening
abilities.“Characters” selects frequently used Chinese characters in daily life. It is especially useful for
short-term students to read these common Chinese characters.”Do You Know?” is aimed at bringing
out the differences between Chinese and foreign cultures in the language, for your better understanding

of Chinese.

The layout design and illustrations incorporate Chinese culture and tastes of modern metropolitan
life, as well as the preferences of adult learners. A large amount of real-life pictures are included,
which is an important demonstration of the “Experiencing Chinese” concept.

We hope that you will like this book and find it helpful and fun. We sincerely welcome your

valuable comments and suggestions.
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1& & | % Pronunciation

5 >] B i (Objectives)

Unit 1
R - Learning how to greet people 5
Hello! « Learning how to introduce one’s
name and nationality
Unit 2
MELES?  Learning how to express'time: the 18
- What time is it now? time, years, months and dates
Unit 3
BHERELL « Learning how to ask price and talk 29

How much does the sweater cost? about money
+ Learning how to bargain
« Learning how to express the size
and color, etc.

Unit4 -
B-/NERET  Learning how to order food, make 45
I'd like a fried diced chicken with requests and pay the bill
peanuts '

Unit 5
REWLI1E? « Learning how to talk about family, 56
What do you do? occupations and age

Unit 6
BiEAED,  Learning how to make and answer 68

Is Jenny in? ' phone calls




Unit 7
—HE
Go straight ahead

Unit 8
RS REWWIL?

Where is your new house?

Unit9

REAT?
What's the matter with you?

Unit 10
REBE G,

Can you repair a computer?

Unit 11

KETI
it’ too cold!

Unit 12
WHEETFR—TL

Please clean the table

S Xk Scripts
L& Vocabulary

Learning how to ask for directions

and places

Learning how to use the location
words

Learning how to express the
location of things

Learning how to ask about and
describe one’s health

Learning some vocabulary for the
human body

79

91

104

Learning how to talk about talents, 115

abilities and leisure activities

Learning how to describe the
weather and the climate

129

Learning useful words and phrases 140

for housework

153
155
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Pronunciation

xunlidn

B Objectives.

. FRNBEHEHED. YBFFIF Learning inftials, finals and tones of Chinese Pinyin
« BHEFOB AL Basic pronunciation and tone drills

A Chinese syllable is usually composed of an initial, a final and a tone. An initial is a consonant that
begins the syllable and a final is the rest of the syllable. If you want to learn to speak Chinese, you
should learn the initials, the finals and the tones first.

@ A E#3E Initials and finals

B B Initials

Qi
ei
ao
ou
an
en
ang
eng
ong

& # Finals

iao
iou (iu)
ian

in

iang
ing
iong

ua
uo

uai
uei (ui)

uen (un) : an

uang
ueng
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1. When “i” forms a syllable by itself, it is written as “yi” ; when "i” occurs at the beginning of a syllable,

it is written as “y”.

e.g. i—yi ia-ya ian—yan

. When "u” forms a syllable by itself, it should be written as “wu”; when u” occurs at the hegmning of
a syllable, it is written as “w".
e.g. U—WU UO—wa uan—wan

. When “U” forms a syllable by itself or occurs at the beginning of a syllable, it is written as “yu”, with
the dots dropped.

e.g. U—yu Uan—yuan Un—yun Ue—yue

. When ™J". "g %" areputbefore ar oraﬁnalbegmsmth u thetwo&otsin"'aredtopped
e.g. jUzi —juzi qUanbu — quanbu xUexi — xuexi

B iF 4% =] Pronunciation drills

. $/EYP The mono final syllables

ba: pa:. “ma . fa da ' ta ng la ga. ka ha
Bo PO Mo, o de te ne I ge ke he
bi pi mi di o h ni li _
bu pu mu fu du Moo .' nd 1

. RPBEY The nasal-ended final syllables

ban ben bang beng pan pen pang peng

man men mang meng fan fen fang feng

dan dang deng dong tan tang teng tong

nan nang neng nong lan lang leng long luan nuan

bin  bing pin  ping min  ming lin ling nin  ning
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5. M@ zh. ch. sh. r0z, c. sWEDB The syllables with initials zh, ch, sh, rand z, ¢, s

zhi chi shi ri zi Ci si
zhe che she re ze ce se
zhan chan shan  ran ; iszZan can  san
zhang chang shang rang zong cong song

6 il Tones

There are four basic tones and one neutral tone in the standard Chinese. They are indicated by tone
graphs. Namely, “-” (the first tone), “-” (the second tone), “~” (the third tone) , “+” (the fourth tone) and the
neutral tone which is not marked. When a syllable is pronounced in different tones, it has different meanings.
For example: tGng means “soup”, tang means “sugar”, t&Ng means “ to lie down” and t&ng means “ hot” or

“to iron”.

Diagram of tones

S

5 first tone (55) 5 second tone (35)
;‘ 4 4 third tone (214)

3 13

5 i2

1 1 fourth tone (51)

e s e e B e ——




R E e

1. BRFRE%S.
Four basic tones drill.
ma ma ma ma
gé gé gé gé
hdo hdo hdo h
gidn gi@dn qidn  qidn

2. YUWAE=FEPEE—EN, B—PERRE_F. Hmnihdo—»nihdo, KR TIIERE.
When there are two third-tone syllables together, the first one should be pronounced with the
second tone while the tone of the second syllable stays unchanged. For example: nThdo —
nihdo. Please read the following words.
hénhdo yUfd fuddo suoydu

3. S=FFAESE—. —. MMEFIAN, BXHM "¥=F". tRERBERRE=ZFMNR—FREAE,
Bign. nimen —nimen, ERETFEE.
When a third tone followed by a first, second or fourth tone, or neutral tone, it is pronounced in
the “half” third tone. That is, the tone that only falls but doesn’t rise. For example: nimen —
nimen. Please read the following words.
B&ijTng kdoya Me&igud I0xing
wanfan képd xThuan Jigjie

4. BERBREXE. RETIEE,
The neutral tone is very light and short. Please read the following words.
mama gége yeye zhizi
ndinai Jigjie didi meimei




ning how: tegreet people

Fearning how to intg@liee one’s. name and
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-3 \Nords and Phrases

jido
vy
to be called




I'm Song Lili.

Song Lili: Hello!
Jenny: Hello!
Song Lili: What’s your surname?

Jenny: My surname is White. I'm Jenny. What’s your surname?

Song Lili: My surname is Song. I'm Song Lili.




Song Lili: Nin gui xing?
4

R W

Zhennl: WO xing Hudité, jido Zhénnr.

;?%: ﬁ, ﬂ ‘Wﬁ, m'l %%o

Séng Lili W& xing S6ng, jido Soéng Lili

KWmW: £ ¥ K, = R mWm,

Notes

"Nin” is the respect form of

*nT”. It is used for formal occasions or for
addressing elders. For informal occasion,
especially children, people use “NT jiGo
shénme mingzi?” instead of "Nin gui
xing?”.




