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1. W&

a- fhFeee RS awake BEE Y asleep BEE, HEED

“a” REIGAH,WLF-RE” BRWEBHER, “a-
wake” REFARRRMGIE, “BER” ROAHIEEE.

2. %

-able F/RAJHEH movable A] B 5h 1Y

“-able” RIGHAEL,“RRVHEN” REHNER, “mov-
able” B FEHKIHE, “ATHIKN" RAFEKIGEER.

3. AR

1. au.thor E& 6lIHE A

n the writer of a book, newspaper, article, play, poem, etc.
FHE A the author of Jean Ere (5 &) Wk

2. au, thor, ship author+ship {£# & i}

n origin of a book, etc. 1E#H &} The authorship of this poem

is not known, X B # HALARE,
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3. au. thor. i. ty author--ity & & BB U7

n power to give orders and make others obey #J The leader
must be a person of authority. 4R LHEFBHA .

4, au, thor. ize author+izé £

v give authority to (sb. ) 24X I have authorized him to act for
me while I am away. REZRFEM YR REMFRARLHE.
authorizable B #2HH

5. au. thor. i. ta. tive author+it+ative H UK BH M

adj having authority; that can be trusted; reliable B 7 # in-
formation from an authoritative source 3 B B J5 i B 1H &
6. au, thor. i. tar. i. an author+itar—+ian 4% & X F

n person who believes in complete obedience to authority J#
1+ %% My father was a strict authoritarian, A FREHITH
WA EXLE.

FrREWF Y “author” B A4 BIA (R M, FTHIIAR TR
REARFERAXAFEHEER. “au. thor” PR EERREIRN
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PIERBFNENY. “HOEMROE" BARYE 55 58 R
BeeEm Y, ML, TUAERFEIRSHNELE ‘N
#1”. “authorship” /& “author” AR .
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Part One Learning Strategies

for Vocabulary Development

This part explains the discussion from two aspects of
strategy and understaﬁding. In order to improve vocabulary
learning and strengthen learning effects, students must have a
clear understanding of learning vocabulary and which words at-
tracting our attention, then we can form effective strategies for
vocabulary learning.

In fact, for many Chinese learners, vocabulary becomes
the most difficult part in the whole process of English learn-
ing: we understand the meaning Well but when speaking, we
do not know how to express ourselves because we lack the
words. The problem which shames learners most is forgetting
what they are trying to memorize. It is true that lack of words

» will surely influence other language knowledge and skills. So )
as English learners, have you ever asked yourself why we
‘achieve so little after spending so much time and effort on the stu-
dy of words? In this part, we are trying to solve this problem.

Chapter One Problems and Solutions
in English Vocabulary Learning

Before coming to the word study, it is necessary to dis-
cuss some problems. We are not afraid of problems. The im-
portant thing is to identify the problems and then find their so-

lutions.



1. Importance and Necessity of English Vocabulary Learning

We can understand the importance of learning words in
English from the views of some great language experts;
“Learning, acquisition and mastery of words are essential to the
successful study of English after the primary stage, ”

“A considerable vocabulary serves as a solid basis for further
English learning, Without this basis, it is impossible to get un-
derstandable, interesting and vivid language information, and let
alone the fluent use of language. ”

“If communication is considered to be the first aim in foreign
language learning and if lacking free control of this new lan-
guage, words, which can make people fulfill the most basic com-
munication, become vital, ”

“Students always take dictionaries rather than grammar books
with them, ”

More and more linguists and foreign language teachers be-
come aware that, for students, especially those with middle or
advanced levels of foreign language, the biggest difficulty and
the first need lie in enlarging their vocabulary. Despite this,
there still exists a large gap in people’ s understanding of the
importance of learning words. Whether designing outlines,
compiling textbooks, or arranging lessons, foreign vocabulary
learning has not been attached to sufficient importance., Peo-
ple’s attention is focused on syntax and grammar. It is even
said that without the teacher’ s definite explanation and in-

struction, words can be mastered indirectly during the gram-
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mar drills, communicative activities and reading. In this case,
foreign vocabulary learning is regarded as an automatic and
subcoﬁsciogs act, which obviously makes vocabulary learning
blind and out of order.

This leads to the difficulties in word study. Some Chinese
college students hold such opinions about vocabulary learning
as “words learned from lessons cannot be applied to real life,
so it is hard to remember them”; “memorizing words is bor-
ing, mechanical and uninteresting”; “in class, we have no idea
how to use these words, while after class, we have no idea
where to use them. ” These opinions truly reflect the situation
of learning words in China. While facing the situation, we are
left to solve the problems.

The first requirement of the English Teaching Syllabus is
vocabulary, whieh demands a comprehensive mastery of 4,200
words as well as the usual phrases formed by these words,
while the higher required vocabulary even reaches to 5,500.
Actually, as far as reading is concerned, extensive research
shows that 6,000-8,000 words are enough for students, The
figure from Dutch researcher is 10,000. Most British and
American students have an English passive-reading vocabulary
of 60,000-150,000 on average.

From the number required by reading, we know that
there is no doubt that acquiring and enlarging vocabulary has
become a tough task for Chinese foreign-language-learning

students. To achieve this goal, hard work, careful research,
3



and mutual cooperation are needed for both teachers and
students. We sincerely hope this course can arouse student’s
interest in foreign vocabulary learning.

2. Problems existing in learning words and factors restricting
learning foreign vocabulary

In the process of learning words, learners are usually la-
cking theory to guide their study. They discover that they
learn words in the following mistaken way:

1) Words are learned and memorized in an isolated way.
Without proper language environment, there is no way for
students to master words completely.

2) Pay mere attention to words’ spellings, neglecting
their pronunciation.

3) Students wish they could learn a considerable number
of words overnight. Blind pursuit of “quantity” and “speed”,
without reasonable analysis or necessary understanding, can
achieve no solid basis of vocabulary. ‘

4) There is a shortage of complete and deep understand-
ing in systematic vocabulary knowledge such as words’ func-
tion, definition, meaning, style, emotion, association, mat-
ching, etc..

5) Focus on learning words and memorizing, ignoring
their application. ‘

6) Interference is from native language, such as “tag-
ging” the foreign words in native language sounds, being over

dependent on translation, totally learning on Chinese explana-
4



tion from English-Chinese dictionaries.

7) There is no accumulation or repetition. Learn words in
haste; forget them in haste.

A It has been proved that words must be learned comprehen-
sively and systematically. If words are learned in an isolated
way, English learners can achieve little,

Of course, there are various factors affecting English vo-
cabulary learning in China. Some lie in students themselves.
Some result from the general teaching arrangement and specific
teaching planning. On the whole, such factors also affect the
acquisition of foreign words. Generally speaking, the factors
are the following: characteristics of foreign language, charac-
teristics of native language, characteristics of students (such
as personalities, motives, learning attitudes, previous know-
ledge, etc. ), studying environment, rate of forgetfulness, dif-
ferent studying ways, and students’skill in how to learn words
and how to memorize them.

3. Definition of words

The primary question in learning vocabulary is what a
word is. Different scholars hold different ideas about this
question. Carroll thinks words like “develop, develops, deve-
loped” are totally different words. While Thorndik thinks one
word includes its stem and all the affixes (such as affixes in
grammar; -s, -ing, -ed, etc. ). West holds one word’s defini-
tion should include various derived words from the stem. In
1993, Baucer and Nation wrote the article titled “Word Fami-
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ly”, in which they introduce the concept of “word family” that
can define a word. Word family can be classified into different
levels:
Level 1 develop develops developed developing
Level 2 developable undevelopable developer undeveloped
Level 3 development developmental developmentally
Level 4 semideveloped antidevelopment
Level 5 redevelop predevelopment

During the elementary stage of learning vocabulary,
words are isolated in students’ mind. Words with- different
forms like: develop, develops are considered to be different
words. With further studies and improvement in the level of
English, gradually, students can set up “word families” of a
foreign vocabulary. With development of vocabulary know-
ledge, the members of a word family will increase.
4. Mastery of English Vocabulary

As we all know, English has a large vocabulary. Howe-
ver, there are not many words used by English native speakers
in their daily life. It is roughly estimated that there are 5,000
or so. But these words are used with high frequency. These
words are very important and need students’ effort and time.
Usually students should concentrate on learning these words
within a certain period and master the words. For these high-
frequency words, it is not enough to know their surfacial
meaning. So how can we say we really master a word? Maste-

ring a word means:
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