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Sample 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

You recently visited a place that had a strong impact on you.

Write a letter to a friend about the place. In your letter explain where
the place was and how you got there, describe what you saw and of-



Jer to take your friend there.
You should write at least 150 words.

Sample Writing 1
Dear Sam,

I have just returned from my holidays in France and while we
were there we climbed a mountain called “Parmelan” in the French
Alps. We were able to drive half way up the mountain but then the
road stopped. So we parked, put on our walking boots and began
the long uphill struggle.

Despite the road at the beginning, it still took us a while to
complete the climb but it was well worth the effort. When we got to
the top of the mountain, the view was incredible. I could see right
across the town and the lake to one side, and on the other side were
the snow-covered peaks of Mont Blanc. It was simply breathtaking.

As you know, we often go to France on our holidays. Next
time we plan a trip, Pd really like to take you there. Sure you
would love the scenery and as you enjoy exercise, would be able to
take advantage of all the mountain walks.

Best wishes,

Mary
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Sample 2
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. You have to write a-
bout the following topic.

!
I
1
I
|
|
!
|
In Canada, the average child between the ages of 6 and 15 watches |



spend more than 22 hours of television a week, while only spending
about 8 hours a week on physical exercise.

This is a worrying situation , and parents have a duty to ensure their
children get enough exercise.

Do you agree or disagree?

'

Give reasons for your answer.

You should write at least 250 words.

Sample Writing 2

The statistics from Canada that suggest children spend far more
time watching television than taking physical exercise are a cause
for concern, in part because they probably reflect the situation in
many countries today. Here in China, for example, there is a simi-
lar trend, and 1 feel it is definitely up to the parents to do some-
thing about it.

Chinese children leave school at about four-thirty in the after-

noon, and usually go to bed around nine-thirty. Out of those five
hours at home, perhaps half the time is spent eating and doing
homework. The other two and a half hours is often spent in front of
the television set, either watching TV programmes or playing com-
puter games. My niece, for example, is ten years old, and already
has a collection of fifteen computer games packs, which she plays
almost every evening before she goes to bed.

Consequently, Chinese children are becoming noticeably over-
weight. My niece is rather fat, and though she once wanted to learn
ballet, she gave it up because any physical activity tired her. How- -
ever, her parents are now trying to encourage her to do more exer-
cise. Now that the evenings are lighter and warmer, they go for a
half hour walks with her every evening after supper and at the week-
ends she has joined a swimming club. Her parents have promised

that if she becomes fit enough, they will take her for a trip to a fa-



mous mountain in a neighboring province in the summer.
As the example above illustrates, parents can and should be
concerned about their children’s leisure habits. It is up to parents to

ensure that their children have “a healthy mind in a healthy body”.
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Sample 3

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The charts show the proportion of males and females in six catego-
ries.

Write a report to a university lecturer describing the information pres-
ented below.

You should write at least 150 words.

Females

6%

Manual Non-manual
Clerical and related [ Craft or similar

Managerial and professional [l Other non-mannual

Other manual Il General labourers

Sample Writing 3

The two pie charts show the proportion of men and women in em-
ployment in six categories, which are divided into manual and non-
manual occupations, generally speaking a greater percentage of
women work in non-manual occupations than work in manual occu-
pations, but the men are on the contrary, in the non-manual occu-

pations.

There is a smaller percentage of women than men employed in man-



agerial and professional positions, although a greater percentage of
working women than men are found in clerical and related posi-
tions, the percentage of women employed in other non-manual oc-
cupations is slightly larger than the percentage of men in these oc-

cupations.

In manual employment, there is a great difference between the
males and females in the employment of craft workers. Males make
up 21% but females make up only 4. 5% . In addition, the per-
centage of women working as general laborers is only 0. 5%. In
other manual work, there is not a great deal of difference between

the percentage of men and women.
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Sample 4

You should spend about 40 minutes on the task.

Present a written argument to an educated reader with no specialist
knowledge of the following topic.

It is inevitable that as technology develops so traditional cultures must

be lost. Technology and tradition are incompatible—you cannot have
both together.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement? Give
reasons for your answer.

You should write at least 250 words.

You should use your own ideas, knowledge and experience and sup-
port your argument with examples and relevant evidence.

Sample Writing 4

Technology and tradition is a pair of twins, being very hard to
be separated from each other. The human beings developed skills
and techniques, which was the primitive form of technology, and
then began to be more and more dependent on it in accumulating
the inventions of the mankind. Whatever forms they take, the in-
ventions become the traditions. In turn, when the humans are inno-
vating and creating more wonders almost every day, they, inevita-
bly, need to not only follow the traditions but also rely on the tech-
nology. Personally, I am confident that we are and will continue
having both the technology and the traditional culture together.

On one hand, technology is the only choice people take to sat-
isfy the desire for improving the life quality including itself efficient-
ly. This has been definitely proved by the practice of the humans



