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Preface

The splendor of Chinese classic ceramic art is the pride of the nation. While the national power
increasingly grows, it is our responsibility to continue the past glory. The Exhibition of Ceramic Art
is the first of its kind organized by the National Art Museum of China aiming to transmit traditional
ceramic art, to promote the creation of contemporary ceramic art, and to advance NAMOC’s research,
collection and communication in this field. The exhibition is held to showcase and to witness the
present situation of ceramic art to the public. In the meantime the collection of the representative

artwork together with other forms of arts and crafts constitutes the components of cultural classics.

In order to fully unfold the progtessing state of contemporary ceramic art with the history as its
source, the exhibition includes traditional ceramic, modern creation, and modern design totaling nearly
260 pieces. That is, it contains the representative artwork of well-known Chinese ceramists, as well as
outstanding ceramic works of modern design. The first part demonstrates the regional splendor of
traditional classics; the second part shows the diverse contemporary creation as an integral compo-
nent of modern art; the third part manifests the close relation between modern ceramic design and
practical aesthetics, and the developing demand in ceramic art. Structured as such, the exhibition can

fully provide an overall view of contemporary ceramic art.

The large number of fine works collected in this book, the exhibition is thus reviewed. Apart
from that, the book serves as academic reference for further research in ceramic art. This is a fresh

start for the research work in ceramic art for the National Art Muscum of China.

Museum Director of National Art Museum of China, Fan Di’an

June, 2006
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Preface

China has long been renowned for its ceramic and thus the nation has been named hina The
invention of ceramic is a great contribution of China to the civilization of humanity. As a significant
component part of Chinese civilization, ceramic plays an important role in the transmitting of culture
and economic development. It is not only a major material in foreign trade, but also a bridge for
cultural communication b.ctween China and overseas. Today the ancient ceramic ware of China is a
hot spot of collection by world’s famous museums and galleries, as well as an appreciated treasure at
all auctions. Its artistic glamour and economic value is unparalleled compared with other sorts of
artwork. China as a nation where the craft originated is indispensable in the preservation and promo-
tion of ceramics. While the national power increasingly grows, it is crucial for a state-level art museum
to systematically protect and research the outstanding modern and contemporary ceramic works. n

Invitation Exhibition of Ceramic of the National Art Museum of China is thus organized to fulfill

the responsibility.

Ceramic artwork is unique in its aesthetic value. Ceramic is commercial, yet its artistic worth is
more significant. Since the founding of People’s Republic of China, ceramics has been categorized as
light industry due to historical and institutional factors. Ceramic works of artists are merchandise;
remarkable though, some works are not recognized and preserved as artwork. The ceramic collection
of major Chinese museums is mainly cultural relics, dating back to the Ming and Qing Dynasty col-
lected by the Palace Museum. China National Arts and Crafts Museum collects all works of arts and
crafts by contemporary masters. Until now no museum or art gallery is specialized in the collection of
and research in outstanding contemporary ceramic works. Therefore the first invitation exhibition of
ceramic organized by the National Art Museum of China lays some foundation for further systematic
collection and research. The exhibition aims to safeguard excellent contemporary ceramic works,
request outstanding artwork, display the representative artwork of the present age to the public, and
to provide an effective clew for national collection. The exhibition bears profound and positive his-
torical as well as realistic significance. This picture album features the over-30-day exhibition, provides

historical reference for the present research in ceramic art, and promotes the development of con-

temporary ceramic art.

Researcher of the Palace Museum, Geng Baochang

June, 2006
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