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The North Wind and the Sun

The North Wind and the Sun were arguing about who was the
stronger. Suddenly they saw a traveler coming down the road. The
Sun said, "I see a way to settle our argument. Whichever of us can
cause that traveler to take off his coat shall be seen as the
stronger. You begin.”

Then the North Wind blew as hard as he could, but the harder
he blew, the tighter the traveler wrapped his coat around him; and
at last the North Wind gave up trying.

Then the Sun began to shine hot. Soon the traveler found it
too hot to walk with his coat on, so he took his coat off.

Discussion:

How do others persuade you to do something?
Do you think you are easy or difficult to persuade?

Quotes and Proverbs
Spare the rod, spoil the child.

~ If you study to remember, you will forget, if you study to
understand, you will remember.

41



Text A

Astan Students in Western Colleges

In America, the land of equal opportunity, Asians seem bet-
ter able than most other people groups to succeed, especially in
the field of education. It is becoming more and more common
for the top students in American schools and colleges to be the
ones with the Asian faces. In one of the U.S. college entrance
exams, the SAT, Asian-Americans had an average score of
1091, while white students had an average of 1068, Hispanics
922, and blacks 864.

It isn’t just being Asian, however, that guarantees such amazing test scores. Filipino-

Americans, for example, are not usually top academic achievers, although they do very
well for themselves overall. The Asians who are usually at the head of the class are mostly
those from Asian cultures most strongly influenced by Confucian ideas, such as China,
Korea, Japan, and Vietnam.

So why do these Asians usually rise to the top of the academic world? Because of their
hard-working immigrant background? That might seem to be the answer, but many top
students are Asians no longer from immigrant families, but from families which have lived
in the U.S. for three or four generations. Another theory that some scientists have suggest-
ed is that Asians from Confucian cultures generally have a higher IQ because of having a
culture with longer history of jobs that depended on brains rather than just physical
strength. This theory, though interesting, is not supported by the facts, as these Asians are
not as a rule academically successful in other countries around the world.

The general conclusion of most is that Asians’ academic success is, in latge part, due to
the strong influence of the Confucian ideas of filial piety, respect for education, and hard
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Unit 1

work. These Confucian ideas together with the Western system of higher education have
made the perfect environment for success for young Asian students.

(311 words)

1. Asian['eifn] a. WA, T A
n. M A
western ['weston] a. FE A, FIBH
equal ['ikwol] a. B8y, FEH, HEDN
opportunity [,opa'tjunati] n. 1<, B4
succeed [sok'si:d] v. 1. ( ~in) BYEBRIN 2. ${F, %K
successful [sok'sesfl] a. p%IThHY

o wN

6. entrance ['entrons] n. 1. A%, HEA 2. AO, [TH
7. average ['®vonids] a. £
. *guarantee [,geron'ti:] v. {RiF, &if

o ™

amazing [o'meizi} a. S A RIFH
10. * academic [,&ko'demik] a. =AM, BLH
academically [,zko'demikli] ad. 24K , Bi$ I
11. achiever [d'tfi:vo]l n. k5 &
12. 4 overall [,oovar's:l] ad. k<& , BE& L
a iR, BEHN
13. culture ['kaltfo} n. 1. ¢k, XBA 2. &%, #HF
14. influence ['mfluens] v §m, =ik
nolo g 2. B 3 HBH, 8H
15. 2 Confucian [ken'fju:fjon] a. 7L F#, EERH
n A M%ET, BX
16. *ximmigrant ['mmigront] a. & A fth =gl
n BR (BALEERERE)
17. background ['bakgraond] n. &=

18. generation [,Bena'reifn} n. 1. —RKR A (=) 2. =%, X8
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19,
20.
21,
22.

23,
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

E:

theory ['0reri] . 1. Eiﬁ, ):?E 2. Bt

scientist ['sarantist) 7. FZ R

suggest [so'dsest] v. 1. BER, FRE, BEE 2. B, &N
generally ['dGsenrali] ad. —f&3, BE, RHEL

general ['Ggenral] a. 1. B, ET\A 2. —MM, TEH 3. EBAE
depend [dr'pend] v. 4k $E, K#

physical ['fizikl] a. 1. Sk@, AEH 2. YR (¥) B
strength [stren@] n. L&, HS, £hH

xconclusion [kan'klu:3n] n. 1. &8, #Hip 2. &R, KL
*due [dju:]a. 1. BF, BX 2. HBH 3. A, 2B
*filial ['filiol] a. Ay, F=RIZMAY

s piety ['pamsti] n. 1. )i, & 2. B

system ['sistom] n. 1. #1&, &% 2. &4, &R
enﬁonment [m'varronmont] n. IR1E, BIAKA

K G A BTIT, KA SBHFL, FEREN B RAIL,

Phrases and Expressions

1. entrance exam A SRER 4.dueto T, BN

2.asarule F@H, B4

5. together with #0, fnz

3.in large part R AEE L

Proper Names and Notes

1. SAT (4] Scholastic [sko'lestik] Aptitude [‘zpttju:d] Test

FRENVE (REAZABHREAZER)

2. Hispanic [hr'spenik] XFEHEFEAFEOA (LEEEZEQNRTEMNA)
3. Filipino [filI'pi:nsv] -American se@xE&HEEA
4. Korea [ko'rio] &E

5. Vietnam [,viet'neem] #35

6. IQ [4:] Intelligence Quotient [n'telidsans; 'kwaufnt] B




Unit 1

Choose the best answer from the four choices.

@ /n general, Asian students perform
A. better than other students
B. the same as other students
C. better than whites but worse than blacks
D. slightly worse than most students

@ Which Asian students perform the best?
A. All Asian students.
B. Only those from southern Asia.
C. Those influenced by Confucianism.
D. Filipino-Americans.

© The theory that Asians from Confucian countries have a high 1Q because their
culture depends more on brains is ;
A. a weak theory B. supported by facts
C. a false statement D. not interesting

O According to the passage, which of the following countries is the least influ-
enced by Confucianism?
A. Japan. B. Philippines.
C. Korea. D. Vietnam.

@ According to the article, the success of Confucian-influenced Asian students is
because of their
A. proper view of life
B. interpersonal relationships
C. respect of education and hard work
D. great communication skills
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ll. Informational Puzzles

Using information from the passage, complete the table.

Asian Students’ Success

Academic achievements of Asian students:
1, in American schools;
2. on the SAT

Successful Asian students are mostly from:
3.

Possible reasons for these Asians to rise to the top:
+.

b

The general conclusion of Asians’ academic success:
5. It is largely due to "
3 , and the environment made by
the Confucian ideas together with

ll. Say What?
Using information from the passage, fill in the blanks.

@ In American schools and colleges, Asian students seem more successful than
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€ It is not that if they are Asian students, they will achieve

®©

Many top Asian students are not from immigrant families, but from

@) Some scientists assume that Asians from Confucian cultures generally have a
higher IQ because they have a culture with long history of jobs that

@ Young Asian students enjoy thanks to
Confucian ideas and the Western system of higher education.

IV. Voca b‘UIaryéa Structure e

A. Putting Words in Place

Fill in the blanks with the words given in the box below, changing the form if necessary.
There are two extra words that you do not need to use.

opportunity amazing entrance physical achieve average
generation  environment general influence guarantee immigrant

@ You will never anything if you spend your time that way.
@ What is the impression the city makes on you?

@ A child’s character is greatly influenced by his home

) The antiques have been passed on from one to another.
@ Heis an student in his class.

( This new mobile phone is to work for five years.

@ I'm glad to have had the to talk to you.

© I can’t find the to the building.

© It was that the boy could solve the problem S0 quickly.

@ Playing basketball is a form of exercise.

gy
it
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B. Finding the Right Expressions

Given the Chinese words in the right column, translate the expressions into English.
Then fill in the blanks with the corre¢t English expressions. '

© 1 spent a whole year preparing for the
, and I hardly had any time to play.

© The accident was, , a result of my
mistake. 1. BREMH

© The flight was delayed bad weather. 2 NEEH

O John, his wife, will go to the party. 3 B, R

(5 ) I visit my grandparents every other 4 FI
weekend. , g > ERABEL

O Bill Gates is a genius computer sci- 6 BF, AR
ence. S 7. #, hnz )

O As péut»of Chinese tradition, ’ means RS
to respect and take good care of your parents.

®_ are one of the most important bases

. of Chinese culture.

C. Looking for Likeness

Make sentences according to the models. Put the given words in order and add other

words if necessary.

P Model1

/ important; -\\ . . . o )
old people; S oo ire common o the top students
keep blood pressure; in American schools and colleges > be the ones with the
under control Asian faces
necessary; 1.
him;

Q&m English well /} 2




| like tea;
she likes coffee

! starve;
| some people;
i waste food;
§
many other people
‘\\ y P! jx

R S A, e b £ S
R
kY

the poor; ‘
lead a miserable life

|
i
|
g ﬁwakes a person suc-
i

cessful;
\ hard work
N g

/;ﬁs dress; \

beautiful;
suitable for;
you

comfortable;
this house;

big enough; .
QJ’ the three of us //

Unit 1

Model 2

Asian-Americans had an average score of 1091 white
students had an average of 1068, Hispanics 922, and blacks
864.

3.

Model 3
i i being Asian, however, /i 7 guarantees such

amazing test scores.
5.

Model 4

This theory, :».::<! interesting, is o supported by the facts.
7.

9
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Text B

Sl e R

Developing Talent

“Children all over the world speak their native language!” Dr. Shinichi Suzuki, a
Japanese violinist, was excited with his great discovery. If all children can learn language,
then all children can learn. This simple thought was the beginning of “the Mother Tongue
Approach”, a teaching method that has changed music teaching and other talent education
around the world.

So how does a baby learn to speak language? The baby listens and watches for a long
time before he speaks his first clear word. Parents and others encourage the baby constant-
ly. No one thinks of pushing him to compete with others. By listening and copying those
around him, he becomes very skilled at the language, long before he learns reading or
writing.

Dr. Suzuki first applied his ideas to his violin teaching. He began with children as
young as three years old. At first, the child and one parent would attend group violin class-
es just to watch other children play. Later, the teacher would give one-on-one lessons, but
the first few lessons were for the parent, while the child just watched! The child’s interest
would grow daily, watching his parent and other children play. Very soon, his interest
would motivate him to try himself.

Dr. Suzuki’s goal was to make music a pleasure, not a pressure. He encouraged parents
to fill their home with the best violin music possible, so the child
could have good violin music as his goal when he played. With an
environment rich in music and encouragement, the child’s ability
would develop quickly.

Within a few years, hundreds of Dr. Suzuki’s small students were
giving concerts playing beautiful and difficult pieces of music,
amazing audiences around the world. No one before had thought it

possible to develop talent at such a young age. Suzuki’s method,
however, showed the world that talent is taught, not inborn. With the right environment
and encouragement, children can do amazing things.

10 (321 words)



