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Heir to the philosophy of Confucius, Mencius was
educated by the pupils of Zisi, Confucius’ grandson. After
his schooling, he traveled the land lecturing to the various
nobles, but no one would put his ideas to use. So he retired
and with his follower Wan Zhang edited the classics,
expounded Confucius’ teachings, and worked on what would
eventually become the seven chapter of the Mencius. Later
generations came to honor him as the Second Sage after

Confucius.
Han Yu, a famous writer of the Tang dynasty, wrole:
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Yao transmitted it to Shun, Shun transmitted it to Yu, Yu
transmitted it to Tang, Tang transmitted it to Wen, Wu, and
the Duke of Zhou;Wen,Wu, and the Duke of Zhou transmitted
it to Confucius,Confucius transmitted it to Meng Ke (Mencius);
Ke died, and we have lost the transmission.

Not only did Han Yu compare Mencius with Confucius,
but he felt that after Mencius, the orthodox line of teachings
had been severed.
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Th e Mencius’ surname was Meng, his given name was Ke, and his coming of

age name was Ziyu. To show respect for his stature in the histery of Chinese

Llfe Of thought a “zi” is added to his sumame, making him known to all Chinese as
Mengzi, and to Westerners as the Latinization of this -~ Mencius.

L He was born in the Mengsun, which by

forth year of the Zhou Mencius’  time had

king Lie (371 B.C), fallen into obscurity,

descendant of the once and Mencius’ family

powerful Lu noble clan had moved to the

tiny fiefdom of

Mencius

Due to their poverty, Mencius’ family lived on the
outskirts of town, near a hillside cemetery...
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If we don’ t move soon, the only thing
you' Il grow up knowing how to do is
conduct funerals.
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=% So mother Meng and son moved to a
place near a street-side market, and
everyday the young Mencius witness
hawkers and traders doing business.

Get your prime

pork, only on

If we don’t move
soon, the only thing
you’ll grow up f
knowing how to do |
is sell pork... &

Go gather your

things, we ' re
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Confucius said: “Isn’t
is a pleasure to study

and practice what you

have learned?”
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This time Mother Meng
chose carefully and found a

house near a school.

That’s
more
like it.

Confucius said:
“Isn’tita

pleasure to study
and practice what
ou have learned?,

" When Mencius was
seven years-old, his
mother started him
in school.

After awhile, though,
Mencius gradually
began to lose interest

in his studies...

Confucius said,
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“Isn’t it a pleasure

to have friends coms
from afar?”
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1 hate school!

Where have you
come to in your
studies?

The same
place I was
before! It’s
so boring!
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it’s just like me cutting
up my weaving —in the
nd, it’ s worthless!
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Mom! From
now on Il
study hard.

You’ll see, 1
won 't fet you

So Mencius set

his mind to

studying...
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After he had grown up, he
traveled to Lu, the center of
the Confucian tradition, to
continue his scholarly pursuits.

At the time, Confucius’ grandson,

Zisi, had already passed away, but

Mencius was able to study under
Zisi’ s students.




I can also see many
records regarding
Confucius’ words
and actions, and
even Confucius’
handwritten

Mmanuscripts.

Although 1 can’t study under
Confucius himself, by learning
from the successors of his
disciples, I can indirectly take

im as my very own teacher.

Here i can observe
the ritual proceedings

of the great sacrificia

While Mencius
lived in Confucius’
home-town, thick
with an atmosphere
of ancient culture,
he enthusiastically
studied the ethics
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Since the dawn
of mankind, there

has never been a

person as great as
Confucius!

It was then that Mencius
clearly understood the

path he was to take...

And the man he was
to follow.




At the time, the Warring States period in The agony of
China was at the height of its ferocity, with | warfare was so:
the strong bullying the weak and the big | Widespread that -

\ people
taking advantage of the| . exchanged

small. | children for

i

These ambitious men start
wars for their own benefit,
and the result is nothing but
iles of corpses. It is utter
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So Mencius and his disciples
began traveling to various states

in an effort to convince nobles to
enact his ideals of the kingly way
and benevolent govemment.
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But the nobles of

the time were

interested only in
pursuing short-term @ I,
benefits, and so //// /
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were not willing
to implement

Mencius® ideas. £

Just like Confucius, Mencius was Like Confucius as well,

never given the opportunity to in his old age Mencius
put his theories into practice. took up educating

students and writing,

He edited the classics, expounded Confucius’ teachings,

and worked on the seven chapters of the Mencius. The

Mencius is a record of his activities, his dialogues with
students, and debates with other schools of thought.
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Book 1
King Hui of Liang
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