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The Ass, the Cock, and the Lion

AN ASS and a Cock were in a straw-yard together when a Lion,
desperate from hunger, approached the spot. He was about to spring
upon the Ass, when the Cock (to the sound of whose voice the
Lion, it is said, has a singular aversion) crowed loudly, and the
Lion fled away as fast as he could. The Ass, observing his
trepidation at the mere crowing of a Cock summoned courage to
attack him, and galloped after him for that purpose. He had run no
long distance, when the Lion, turning about, seized him and tore
him to pieces.

False confidence often leads into danger.
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The Lion, Jupiter, and the Elephant

THE LION wearied Jupiter with his frequent complaints. “It is
true, O Jupiter!” he said, “that I am gigantic in strength, hand-
some in shape, and powerful in attack. I have jaws well provided
with teeth, and feet furnished with claws, and 1 lord it over all the
beasts of the forest, and what a disgrace it is, that being such as |
am, 1 should be frightened by the crowing of a cock.” Jupiter
replied, “Why do you blame me without a cause? I have given
you all the attributes which I possess myself, and your courage
never fails you except in this one instance.” On hearing this the
Lion groaned and lamented very much and, reproaching himself
with his cowardice, wished that he might die. As these thoughts
passed through his mind, he met an Elephant and came close to
hold a conversation with him. After a time he observed that the
Elephant shook his ears very often, and he inquired what was the
matter and why his ears moved with such a tremor every now and
then. Just at that moment a Gnat settled on the head of the Ele-
phant, and he replied, “Do you see that little buzzing insect? If it
enters my ear, my fate is sealed. I should die presently.” The Li-
on said, “Well, since so huge a beast is afraid of a tiny gnat, I
will no more complain, nor wish myself dead. I find myself, even

as 1 am, better off than the Elephant.”
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The Bowman and Lion

A VERY SKILLFUL BOWMAN went to the mountains in search
of game, but all the beasts of the forest fled at his approach. The
Lion alone challenged him to combat. The Bowman immedi -
ately shot out an arrow and said to the Lion: “I send thee my mes-
senger, that from him thou mayest learn what I myself shall be
when 1 assail thee.” The wounded Lion rushed away in great fear,
and when a Fox who had seen it all happen told him to be of good
courage and not to back off at the first attack. he replied: “You
counsel me in vain; for if he sends so fearful a messenger, how
shall I abide the attack of the man himself?” Be on guard against

men who can strike from a distance.
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The Ass, the Fox, and the Lion

THE ASS and the Fox, having entered into partnership together
for their mutual protection, went out into the forest to hunt. They
had not proceeded far when they met a Lion. The Fox, seeing im-
minent danger, approached the Lion and promised to contrive for
him the capture of the Ass if the Lion would pledge his word not
to harm the Fox. Then, upon assuring the Ass that he would not be
injured, the Fox led him to a deep pit and arranged that he should
fall into it. The Lion, seeing that the Ass was secured, immediately

clutched the Fox, and attacked the Ass at his leisure.
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