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E-mail and Internet

ddddd

Passage

Seniors Find Fun on Web

Thousands of Americans over 50 are discovering friends, fun, and new ideas on
an Internet-based community called SeniorNet.

“I'am an old lady — except on-line when | am 37, blonde and ready toroll,” says
arespectable member of SeniorNet, a true community of seniors that includes a 104-
year-old member.

A fifth of Americans with Internetaccess, or 8-10 million people, are over 50.

SeniorNet is a non-profit site that develops very quickly thanks to voluntary
contributions from its 25 000 members and a handful of retirees who design the
website and manage more than 200 discussion groups set up on the network.

“Of course, the usual topics linked with old age are very much there — health
and financial questions — but they are not the only topics,” says Glen Gilbert, the
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site’s director of development. Subjects 1nging from cooking and knitting to digital
cameras and politics are discussed, he says.

“It's a place where one can break the iolation of a bedroom without having to
leave it, where you can comfort one another in times of sickness,” Gilbert says. “But it
is also a place where you can share in the happy moments of life, be it birthdays or
even weddings.”

The almost complete |iberty of expression provided by the Web also allows for a
“men’s lounge” which wives are asked to avoid, and for the constitution of a group of
“gay and leshian seniors.”

This group permits men and women to discuss issues that, in their youth, would
have been shameful to them.

One senior says that, “for a teacher like me, to come out at that time was a bit
like signing your death sentence.”

SeniorNet has also established a network of 130 computer learning centers. These
provide the basics on navigating the Internet and tips on setting up a website as well
as a computer for those who lack their own equipment.

Check your understanding

ﬂ Read the passage carefully and give brief answers (in no more than 3 words) to
the following questions.
1. Who are the target users of SeniorNet?
They are

2. Why is SeniorNet popular among senior Americans?

Because it provides such a fast and cheap link for senior Americans to
and exchange ideas with one another.
3. What are the commonly discussed topics on the SeniorNet?

There are various topics, such as ;
4. What is the influence that the SeniorNet has made on the life of seniors in

America?

It provides a liberty of expression and

between people.

5. What should the seniors do if they have not got their own computers
when they want to navigate the Internet?
They can go to

established by SeniorNet.



E-mail and Internet

Unit One

-Read the passage again and fill in the following chart (in no more than:3 werds).

(Users of SeniorNet| Reasons to access the net Benefits h
o a. _ with others. | a.
b. ‘ with others. | b. Enjoying compléte free-
- ‘ dom of expression.
c.
d.
N e /

Build )up your language stock

n The following expressions are taken from the passage you have just read. Match
these expressions with the Chinese equivalents given in the table by putting
the corresponding letters in the brackets.

A. voluntary contributions
B. manage discussion groups
C. director of development
D. navigate the internet

E. arespectable me’mbe:,r '

F. liberty of expressions

G. sign death sentence

H. a nbn-profit site

I. internet access

J. comfort one another

K. internet-based community
L. thanks to

M. break the isolation

N. discover new ideas

O. establish a network

Example; (L) HF (C) REBHE
() Hixs () BEEEY
() EAEEER () agptipd
: £ - () WibAdl () MBRIEE i
() BAEER () PP Aot
() BY—ARM%EHEE () HREAKN
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i Unit One -mail and Interne

n Put the following words in the squares below. Some words can be put into
more than one square, and some words may not belong to any group.

i (" seniors Americans respectable site h
i design community cooking knitting
g birthday wife wedding permit
e isolation centers computer teacher
b equipment learning topics fun
J
Housework Life in School Internet

Translate the following sentences into English by using the given phrases.
1. BFZ24EMVRERSS5 ., RBRFBHTH/MBRIAF ., (thanks to)
XWMBEES 7T —NPEEZANEENX. (happy moments)
RAFMAERLET ANUEIEFRENFASMFIR. (wide use of)
EAZHNUH, BRE2ERPGMLUL, (non-profit site)
ZENMAXEN—EEZEARETREBCHERMYS. (express one’s
feelings)
AR HIER Y R XL FBCA . (range from)
XNZARZEAEBRPETEEELZBMA . (in times of sickness)
BRBAAGEEE— LB, (a handful; avoid)
XNMEIFLEMRSARKHORL T MNEB R, (net-work links)

@R @ N

© ®N@

B Here is a summary of the useful sentence patterns and expressions for talking
about Internet. You can add more of them.

Popﬁlai’ity of Nets

1. Thousands of Americans over 50 are discovering friends, fun, and new
ideas on an Internet-based community called SeniorNet.

2. A fifth of Americans with Internet access, or 8~10 million people, are
over 50.




E-mail and Internct m

3. These provide the basics on navigating the Internet and tips on setting up
a website as well as a computer for those who lack their own equipment.

1. Subjects ranging from cooking and knitting to digital cameras and politics
are discussed.

Roles of Nets

1. It's a place where one can break the isolation of a bedroom without having
to leave it, where you can comfort one another in times of sickness.

2. It is also a place where you can share in the happy moments of life, be it
L birthdays or even weddings.

_/

Practise your language skills

Skimming (%3 )
R RIS E IR EN S, MEXRAEDRE T ER ARG FIRE,

nThe key words below are taken from the following passage. Can you guess what
the main topic is by reading the key words? Tick your guesses.

survey reveal  findings managers  personal computer

a. The text is about how managers conduct surveys on their personal
computers.

b. The text is about the use of personal computers in offices.

c. Thetext is about a survey on how managers make use of personal computers.

Now, read the passage as quickly as possible and check your guesses.

A survey by Microsoft, the US software manufacturer, and Management Today
magazine has shown that although 76% of managers have direct use of screens and
keyboards, only 6% believe they are used to the maximum (&K fY) effect in their
workplace.

One of the survey’s most disturbing findings is that managers use computers
to automate manual processes rather than to change work patterns and business
practices. In most cases information technology (IT) is used to speed up routine



m E-mail and Internet

tasks rather than as a competitive weapon.

Only a few use PCs on networks to share information and ideas. Instead, most
managers use their PCs to edit documents — not a good use of their time when
they could be dreaming up creative application that will help them monitor their
customers and competitors in a fast-changing market-place.

| Complete the information by filling in each blank with no more than 3 words
according to the passage above.
Only 6% of the managers surveyed believe that their computers are used to

Managers use their PCs only to

on PCs is a waste of time.

PCs should be used to change work patterns and business practices, share
information and ideas,

1 Listen to a story about Dell Bradford’s wish when he was in a middle school and
decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).

He wanted to be a doctor.

He wanted to be a writer.

He wanted to study computer.
He went to university.

He became a millionaire.

@ 9L

He wanted to grow taller.

L Listen to the story again and complete each sentence with no more than 3
words.

1. His real ambition at the age of 16 is

. In the university, his major is

. He started his own computer software company

2

3

4, helped him to start his own company.

5. He changed his idea because he can not , but




