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Preface

Learn Chinese with Me is a series of textbooks designed especially for overseas high school students.
It is mainly targeted at students of Chinese language, aged between 15 and 18 years old, whose native
language is English.

Learn Chinese with Me is a product of many years’ painstaking effort carried out with passion and
devotion to the cause of Chinese teaching. During the process of compiling this series (from the frame-
work design to the selection and arrangement of the language materials), we have taken into consi-
deration the latest research on the acquisition of Chinese as a second language, especially on the
acquisition of Chinese by English-speakers, our own experiences of teaching Chinese as a second
language and feedback from numerous other Chinese language teachers working on the front line. We
were able to design the textbooks and arrange the contents on the basis of a wide spectrum of know-
ledge and experience, both academic and practical.

This series of textbooks guides the students from beginner to low-intermediate level. The compiling
principle is to foster high school students’ interest in learning Chinese. The content is natural and
interesting and arranged in accordance with the rules of learning a second language. To cope with
the general needs of conducting daily communication, the sentence patterns and grammar are pre-
sented to students in an order that emphasizes functional usage and the language materials are
arranged within situational topics. The selection of these topics owes a great deal to overseas high
school students themselves. In 2001, we conducted a survey among high school students in two North
American cities on Topics That You're Interested in, and the topics in this series of textbooks have
been carefully selected based on this survey of over 500 questionnaires. It is our goal that this text-
book series is, on the one hand, functional, pragmatic and interesting to the learner, and on the other
hand, systematic, scientific, and academic.

The entire series of Learn Chinese with Me is composed of 12 books, including 4 Student’s Books,
4 Teacher’s Books, 4 Workbooks and other phonetic and listening materials and multimedia materials
supplemented to the Student’s Books. The series can meet the needs of teaching Chinese to 9-12
grades in English-speaking countries and communities.

This series of textbooks is part of a major project sponsored by China National Office for Teaching
Chinese as a Foreign Language (NOCFL), and entrusted to Beijing Normal University to carry out.
During the whole compiling process, we received assistance and support from various parties. There-

fore, we’d like to dedicate our gratitude to:



Yan Meihua, Director of NOCFL, Jiang Mingbao, Vice Director of NOCFL, Ms. Li Guiling and
Mr. Song Yongbo. Their specific advice has been of crucial assistance to us.

We would also like to thank teachers in Vancouver and Toronto, Canada. They are Jean Heath,
Kate McMeiken, Tina Du, Chong Fu Tan, Hua Tang, Larry Zehong Lei, Assunta Tan A.M., Maggie
Ip, Billie Ng, Yanfeng Qu, Hilary Spicer, Tina Ding, Xue Wu, Xian’en Wang, Jianyi Lee, Ximing
Gao, Dagi Dai and Naiwang Song. Through their help and valuable suggestions, we acquired a better
knowledge of the North American area and came closer than ever before to the kind of textbook we
have always strived to create.

The teachers of Chinese in Chicago, Jin Ji, Youming Che, Hongwei Xie, Di Lee, Haiyan Fu and
Licheng Gu also provided valuable suggestions after they carefully read the first draft of the textbook.

We also really appreciate the great assistance offered by Ms. Xu Lin, Educational Attaché of the
General Chinese Consulate in Vancouver, Canada and Mr. Zhang Guoging, Educational Attaché of the
General Chinese Consulate in Toronto, Canada. They and their colleagues gave us a lot of help during
our long-time survey for this book. Their devotion, enthusiasm and sincerity for the project deeply
impressed us.

Mr. Jiang Bo and Mr. Zhu Hongging in charge of education in General Chinese Consulate in
Chicago also made many contributions during the trial and revision of this series.

In addition, we would like to give our special thanks to Mr. Cheng Tang, the former Vice Director
of the Standing Committee of NOCFL and the Vice President of Beijing Language Institute. He made
many critical proposals to us based on his study of all the Student’s Books, Teacher’s Books and
Workbooks, and offered invaluable suggestions.

At both the beginning and late stages of compiling this textbook series, NOCFL twice asked experts
to examine and evaluate the sample book and the final drafts. These experts, too, provided useful

comments on the series. We are also grateful to them.

Compilers
September, 2004



What do you know about Chinese
geography and history?
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Do you like playing chess?

What kind of chess do you usually play, chess, Chinese chess or go (a game played with

black and white pieces on a board of 361 crosses)?
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Chinese go




Do you want to try go?

If you are interested, your teacher will tell you more about go.
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Go originated in China. It is said that the legendary Emperor Yao invented it about 4 000
years ago. However, the historic records of go did not appear until the Spring and Autumn
Period (770—476 B.C.). The “qi” in the idiom “ju qi bu ding” refers to none other than go. The
idiom means “hesitate about which move to make”, that is “be unable to make up one’s mind”.
Those who study go believe that go is related to the Eight Trigrams (eight combinations of three
lines—all solid, all broken, or a combination of solid and broken lines—joined in pairs to form
64 hexagrams, formerly used for divination). Ancient Chinese people used the chessboard and
chessmen to study astronomy and geography and calculate dates, and later it developed into a
game. Go was brought to Japan during the Sui and Tang Dynasties, and to Europe in the 19
century. The first World Go Competition for Amateurs was held in Tokyo in 1979, and compe-
titions for professionals started in 1988. So far more than 40 countries have participated in these

events. Participants from China, South Korea and Japan are the top players.
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Unit One A Tour Around Beijing

Let’'s Begin
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Key Words and Phrases
R IR Teli’ér Trier
= Deguo Germany
Lt anjing quiet
[k Bali Paris
ZLT ai shang le to fall in love
BFh&FE ge zhdng ge yang all kinds of
Hhek ditie subway
AAKFK xiang bu qilai not to be aware of

VR Wengehua Vancouver
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B qihou climate

—AE Py ZE yi nian si i four seasons in the year

42 598 ming sheng gt ji places of historic interest and scenic beauty
[H#5 zhidé worth

;| hitong Hutong (traditional Chinese alley)

g ABe sihéyuan Siheyuan (courtyard house)

ZWRT gainile it’s your turn




