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PREFACE TO THE ALBUM SERIES

It is a matter of worldwide concern to protect and promote the history and culture of the cities. Chinese is recognized
by the entire world for her brilliant history and culture, and the cities of historical and cultural fame are a treasure of
the Chinese nation. Since 1982, the State has nominated several groups of cities of historical and cultural fame to be
protected at the national level. The preservation of history and culture does not only concern the cities of historical
and cultural fame. Every city, without exception, has its own history and culture. A city without history and culture
cannot be considered a modern city. In the course of the protection, every city, especially those of historical and
cultural fame, should therefore endeavor to promote its culture, economy, and tourism, etc. in the light of its own
characteristics so as to blaze new trails and maintain its vitality. The series of album, “the Chinese Cities of Historical
and Cultural Fame”, edited by National Research Center of Historical Cities, will undoubtedly play a significant part
in the promotion, protection, and development of the cities of fame.

Zhou Ganzhi

Chairman of National Experts’ Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame
Member of China Academy of Science

Member of China Academy of Engineering
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"Panyu" bronze vessel ding
(Westrn Han Dynasty)
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THE FAMOUS CITY OF GUANGZHOU

Guangzhou, by the other names of Goat
City and Flower City, is also called "Sui
(Rice Ear)" for short; being the political,
economic, scientific-technical,

educational and cultural center of
Guangdong Province, it's the seat of
provincial capital, and is also the core
city and hub of communications of the
Pearl River Delta, as well as China's
southern gate; located in the southeast
part of Guangdong Province on the
northern edge of the Pearl River Delta, it
has ten districts and two county-level cities under its
jurisdiction, with an area of 7434.4 square km and a
permanent resident population of 7.3767 million.
Guangzhou has a long history. Four or five thousand
years ago, our ancestors labored and lived here,
multiplying generation after generation.

The Qin Dynasty unified the South of the

Five Ridges and set up prefectures and

counties, and Guangzhou was the

governing seat of Nanhai Prefecture, and

was called Panyu in ancient times. Ren

Xiao the Prefecture Public Security

Officer first built the City of Panyu, it's

over 2210

Guangzhou

later
the

years up to now;

has always been
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Gold-inlaid bronze tiger-shaped jie
(Westrn Han Dynasty)

mEa (AR

governing seats of prefecture, district,
route, region and province of successive
dynasties. Guangzhou was also the ancient
capital of ten rulers of three dynasties such
as Southern Yue in the Western Han
Dynasty, Southern Han in Five Dynasties
and Southern Ming in late Ming Dynasty.
In 1982, the State Council made it known
as a first-group historical and cultural
cities.

As the starting place of the marine "Silk
Road" of our country, Guangzhou became
our country's largest communications and trade port with
the outside, being well-known all over the world; in the
period of Ming and Qing, it was the only-one trading
port with the outside; after the Opium War, it became
one of the five major treaty ports; to date, the China
Export Commodity Trade Fair has been
held here twice each year in spring and
autumn, so it is one of the leading ports of
foreign trade.

An origin place of China's contemporary
and modern revolution, Guangzhou is rich
in revolutionary historical sites and relics.
Lin Zexu led in Guangzhou the world
shaking opium prohibiting campaign, with
the struggle against Britain lifting the

West Asia silver box
(Westrn Han Dynasty)



curtain of China's Modern anti-imperialism
struggle; the leading personages of the
Taiping Heavenly Kingdom movement and
Kang-Liang reform movement all had their
activities in Guangzhou: the Revolution of
1911 led by Sun Yat-sen established its
revolutionary political power here thrice; in
the first Kuomintang-CPC cooperation
period, the Huangpu Military Academy was
founded in Guangzhou, and Comrade Mao
Zedong held the Sixth National Institute of
Pcasant Movement, cultivating a large group
of backbone force for the revolution; Zhang Tailei, Ye
Ting and Ye Jianying led the Guangzhou Uprising here,
which shocked both the country and the world; and Lu
Xun, Guo Moruo and others also propagated advanced
culture in Guangzhou.

Guangzhou is the important origin place of the "Culture
of South of the Five Ridges". Along with the southern
movement of the Central Plains Culture and the Western
culture coming in, this place became the crossing point
of the Chinese and Western cultures, a unique style of
“incorporating things of diverse nature, and being open
to outside and frank and honest" was formed due to the
fusing together, the traditional Chinese paintings of the
School of South of the Five Ridges, Guangdong Opera,
Guangdong music, etc. with Chinese-Western unique
charm was generated, and the Guangzhou carving,
Guangzhou color porcelain, Guangzhou embroidery and
other arts and crafts are also renowned at home and

abroad.
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Red glazed roaring lion
(Qing Dynasty)

A famous hometown of overseas
Chinese, Guangzhou occupies the
first place among all the major cities
of the country in number of overseas
Chinese, it has overseas Chinese and
Chinese descendents of over 1.06
million all over the world, and has
more than 880000 Hong Kong and
Macao compatriots.

Guangzhou is also the forefront of
our country's reform and opening up.
Since the beginning of the reform
and opening up, its economic, social and cultural
undertakings has seen high-speed development. Over
recent years, the appearance of Guangzhou City has
changed greatly, in December 2001 it was listed among
the "International Garden-like Cities"; in the same year,
it won the "Chinese Residential Environmental
Exemplary Prize" issued by the State Ministry of
Construction; and in May 2002 it won the "UN (Dubai)
Prize for Best Example of Improving Residential
Environment".

Along with the implementation of the city's space
development strategy of "south expansion. north
optimization, east advancing and west union",
Guangzhou an ecological city with developed economy,
beautiful environment that integrates ancient city
features and modern civilization in its one organic
whole and is fit for both living and career pioneering
will proudly stand erect on the shore of the South China
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O A & 5 oo MING DYNASTY CITY WALL

F#EFEL, WX+ =F (13804F) % Located on Yuexiu Hill, it was built in the thirteen year of the Hongwu Period of the
THRECHNE, RETHHIABDERA. LB Ming Dynasty (1380) by Zhu Liang the Marquis of Yongjia, the lower part of the
MEfmARERN. WREHNHF180K wall was built of red sandstone bars, while the upper part of green wall bricks

There is 180 m of Ming Dynasty city wall still preserved there now.
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ZHENHAI TOWER

Situated above the Ming city wall on Yuexiu Hill, it was first built in the thirteen

vear of the Hongwu Period of the Ming Dynasty (1380), meaning imposingly
pacifving the sea territory and called the Zhenhai Tower. Of five stories, it's also
called Five-story Tower popularly; going upstairs there one can look far into the

South China Sea, so it's also called Looking-the-Sea Tower.
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REMAINS OF THE
RALATIAL MANSION
OF THE SONTHEM
YUE KING DOM

Sited at 316 Fourth Zhongshan Road,
it was the remains of the palaces and
imperial garden of the Southern Yue
Kingdom over 2100 years ago. The
palatial mansion passageways,
imperial garden, water channels,
water well and so on found so far are

all treasures.
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F4EGM A Millenarian Ancient Road.
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A MILLENARIAN ANCIENT
ROAD RELICS

Lying in the center of Guangzhou's old city area, the
Beijing Road was Guangzhou City's central axis
from the Han to Ming-Qing period. The
underground excavation reveals the eleven road
surfaces of multiple dvnasties from the Tang to

Republic.
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O BAAMAMFHN oo REMAINS OF THE WOODEN SLUICE
OF THE WESTERN HAN DYNASTY

ﬁ 1: § ]E fﬁ Eﬁ ff; ﬂﬂ i ﬁ 5 1% ﬁ E iﬂ iﬁ % ?j Located on the Guangming Square on the East Huifu Road, it's the remains of the
3] H ﬂ: xR, MR A, %} & 5 8 — 2 VN earliest-to-found, largest-scale, best-preserved wooden sluice in our country's

urban area archeology.
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