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1. In the Sherwood Forest

In 1192, King Richard had been in Jerusalem fighting in
the Crusades. Christians from every part of Europe fought
Turkish invaders in these religious wars. On his way home
from the Crusades, however, King Richard disappeared.

Back in England, the people were worried about what
had happened to their brave King. Some thought he had
been killed while others believed he had been taken prisoner.
No one seemed to know for sure.

Many people believed that his brother, Prince John, had
plotted to have Richard captured. When Richard went on an
expedition, Prince John had been ruling England in Richard’s
place. Once Richard returned, he would regain his power as
England’s King. With Richard out of the way, John could
continue as the ruler of England.
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King Richard and Prince John were members of a famous
royal family. They came from the line of King William of
Normandy .

William had conquered England in a battle against the
Saxons. Because of this, the Saxons hated the rulers who
were known as Normans.

Even though the Saxons and the Normans were enemies,
many Saxons followed Richard to the Crusades. They felt it was
their duty to fight with him against the Turkish invaders.

Two Norman knights, Brian de Bois —Guilbert and Maurice
de Bracy, had just returned home.

They had heard of a competition taking place in the town
of Ashby. Both knights were eager to show off their skills.
So the knights decided to go to Ashby and enter the
competition.
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