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UNIT 1
¥ Student Life

SIS
—HIRIN

l. Pre-reading Questions %&£ &igia)

1. Do you think society is a big classroom?
2. Why do students work as part-timers?
3. Have you ever taken part-time jobs? If you have, say something about your

experience.

IL.Appetizer for Reading FBS .

As a student, you may hope to take a part-time job to subsi-

dize high tuition or accumulate social experience. You may ex-
pect that it will be enjoyable. But the experience could be differ-
ent from your anticipation. No matter what,it will be a reward.

HAFE  RFEPLZEIBPOT AT AHAZTRY
FROAAFGCPFAFEIINRRFETOALZE, X FKhIE
F—HFAERITEAI SR, TR ETHREZ R,
FREGRL R, LA RKESRZFR,ZBEF L ER
Y% T PPREFEXREHAE A H AR . BE KT ERKEEK
—REAKRBTHERME .
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Section A Careful Reading 4%

(Suggested time: 9 minutes each time)

Para. 1

Para. 2

Para. 3

Para. 4

Para. 5

New Stq}e

Factory Life — A Student’s Experience

This summer, like many students, I took a job in a small factory to
help subsidize my university grant during the coming term. Having
just left school,I had never had a fulltime job before and so I was quite
looking forward to it. I decided to work for 8 weeks and thought it
might even prove to be quite enjoyable. Here I made my biggest mis-
take ever!

I dutifully turned up one cold morning in July at 8 a. m. , all ready to
start work. The factory produces bleach and washing-up liquid. My
first job was to feed empty plastic bottles onto the asserhbly line. The
conveyor belt was divided into compartments and one bottle had to go
in each compartment,

As the belt was moving very fast,] could hardly keep up with it,and,
spilling bottles in all directions,I shouted over the din to the supervi-
sor, “What happens when you miss one?” Back came the grim reply
“You never miss one!” Oh well, only another 7 and 1/2 hours. ..
The next day I was moved into the bleach department where I made up
cardboard boxes and helped to fill them with full bottles of bleach. I
found the sharp cardboard often cut into my hands and wrists and that
the cuts were soon filled with bleach which splashed over the bottles.
Ironically the bottles themselves carried the warning: “if splashed onto
clothing or skin, wash immediately! ” Of course the assembly line
didn’t stop when I wanted to wash the bleach from my cuts!
Eventually I was given a pair of gloves, but these were only cotton and
were in shreds by the end of the day. Also the plastic apron I had been

given provided no protection for my clothes,

o X



Para. 6

Para.

7

Para. 8

Para.

Para.

Para.

Para.

10

11

12

New Style English YT Y T

1 walked home on the 2nd day,coughing because of the bleach fumes,
my ears still ringing from the noise and my hands stinging. My enthu-
siasm was definitely wavering.

During this first week, other “exciting” jobs I was given included
taking hot bottles from a printing machine (no gloves provided) and
taking heavy boxes full of bottles from one end of the factory to the
other. By the end of the week 1 was exhausted and bruised and received
for my troubles just over £ 17(this was without paying tax).
Talking to the regular workers,I found that they considered my week
quite a nice one as [ had at least had some variety. Many of them had
done the same boring job year after year. One girl had been there for 9
years and her only job 8 hours a day was to put tops on bottles as they
came past her on a conveyor belt. She couldn’t even sit down. I was
told that she was mentally retarded. Whether this was the case before
she started her job is another question!

In my second week I was put in the department where the bottles were
made. Here the machines weré liable to jam up and some even caught
fire. When my machine jammed up 1 was casually told to put my hand
in and pull out the hot plastic!

Many new parts were needed for the machines but the mechanic told
me that a lot of the machines were German and some were very old,so
that it was either too expensive or impossible to get new parts,
Meanwhile the machines constantly broke down or went wrong so that
the workers spent most of their time endangering themselves by trying
to work with them. During the short time that I have been there, there
has been one broken leg, and injured arm and many burns,

As a lot of production is lost through the inefficiency of these machines
the management makes up for this by increasing the speed of the ma-
chines and the assembly lines until it is very difficult for the workers to
keep up with them. Also in this department, there were two other
mentally retarded people:one young girl who could not keep up with
her machine at all,and one old bloke who often got caught up in wires

and things whilst trying to clean the machines.

&? New Stqie




Para. 13

Para. 14

Para. 15

The temperatures rose during the summer, ventilation proved totally
inadequate and we were working in temperatures well over 90 (fahren-
heit) degrees. As if this was not bad enough, one day a leak developed
in the main bleach container and the fumes were just overwhelming.
For the first time in the history of the factory the workers downed
tools.

The management was amazed and quite unable to cope with the situa-
tion, Perhaps they thought their sleepy town was immune from such
“nonsense”—they were in for a surprise!. Unfortunately a large num-
ber of workers (nearly all of them women and a lot of them part-timers)
were not members of the union and without this strength behind them,
the workers were soon persuaded to return to work. But these workers
learned a lot from that very short strike, and I feel sure that many of
them will now join the union,

Now I am finishing work this week and I feel that in 8 weeks in the fac-
tory I have learnt much more about the nature of our society than I
ever did in 7 years in a grammar school. A lot of what I saw and
experienced I should like to forget, but that is not possible as during

my 5th week I managed to sit on some boiling hot plastic which had

‘spilled from the machine. So now I can never forget the factory—I am

branded for life!
(931 words)

+ Vocabulary Building 13iC31%&

1. dutiful /'dju:titul/ adj. showing preper respect and obedwnce ’xffzt
dutifully adv. SNBSS bo ol el BLE

2. compartment /kom'paitment/ n.  separated section ﬁmrj

3. shred /'fred/ n. (1)a small n’armw piecemtomomoughly cut
off AT BEH
(2) a smallest piece; bit J}!u&ﬁ

4, waver /'weiva/ v. to be uncertain in movement or decision &
7,3

New Style
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New Style English FOE KA AR

5. bruise /bruz/ v. injure something by discoloring R, #45
6. retard /rita:d/ w. “delay or slow #EiR ,iR

7. bloke /blouk/ n. fellow [fiE] £tk o 0 o1

8. ventilation /ventileifon/ n. R &

9. overwhelm/'suvewelm/ . (1) to cover completely and suddenly B 3 ,

s :
(2)to make (someone) completely helpless

IR T #%’%‘iﬁfﬁﬁl{ oy

- Cultural Notes sz{kEi

XEEREMALHBFFUVREEASNERZ —. XEHFHREREELEZENBRY
B, 453 200 BFEHNERMBE EE . ERT S KXY LE#H F (elementary ed-
ucation) . 2 # F (secondary school education) & % # & (higher education) =

bR . 7% % HU1 2 (elementary/primary school) 247 75 4F Bl 8 H » 0 52
FTES/\EH B E B /D% YA H 2R\ AE 6 /28 % /0% 5% $ Gunior
middle school) 8 # (senior middle school) B #H @& K. 3 E & % Bt & (col-
lege/university) 8 A ERFASLAY. ERE, ¥4 18 ¥ HPEVEATEE L L
FAEERREFABERKET,60% uiﬁﬁ*fﬁﬂkiﬂﬁﬁﬂi’%%ﬁﬁiﬁo
BLER AR 75 B2 A2 FT LAMR e ASF R K225 .

i Comments on Difficult Points =Tk

1. “...Itook a job in a small factory to help subsidize my university grant during
the coming term.” (Para. 1)
“subsidize”7EA ] H B BRI . “grant”FEMW N ZH, BHBIESE .
e. g. She finds it dif ficult to live on her grant.

2. “Here the machines were liable to jam up and some even caught fire., ” (Para. 9)

be liable to : 5y F+eeee- B35 eeeees ZEH
e. g. This part of town is liable to flooding.

jam up: to get stuck BAEME, FF -

3. “So now I can never forget the factory — 1 am branded for life! ”(Para. 15)

@ New Stqle




brand: #T _L#&ED

e. g. The cattle are branded with the farm’s initials.
His unhappy childhood has branded him for life.

«. Reading Comprehension )i IE

Multiple Cheice Questions,

1. How did the author think about the job before he really started it?
A. He was looking forward to the new job.
B. He had expected the hardness of the job.
C. He thought it might be enjoyable.
D. Both A and C
2. The author’s first job was to
A. empty plastic bottles onto the assembly line
B. put empty bottles into compartment on the assembly line
C. produce bleach and washing-up liquid
D. feed bleach and washing-up liquid into plastic bottles
3. Why did the author use quotation marks on the word “exciting” (Para. 7)7
A. He used it for irony,
B. He used it for emphasis.
C. The word “exciting” was quoted form someone else.
D. There is no special meaning in it. ‘
4, Compared with the regular workers in the factory; the author’s job
A. was more boring
B. was not so desirable as he had to work for 9 hours a day
C. at least had some variety
D. was hard
5. During his second week he
A. found his work dangerous
B. was used to the job
C. found his job more interesting than the previous one

D. spent his time filling plastic bottles with jam
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