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Three Passions | Have

Three passions, simple but overwhelmingly® strong.
have governed my life: the longing for love, the search
for knowledge., and unbearable pity for the suffering of
mankind. These passions, like great winds, have blown
me hither and thither?, in a way ward course over a deep
ocean of anguish®, reaching to the very verge of de-
spair.

| have sought love, first, because it brings ecsta-
sy®—ecstasy so great that | would often have sacrificed
all the rest of my life for a few hours for this joy. | have
sought it, next, because it relieves loneliness—that ter-
rible loneliness in which one shivering consciousness
looks over the rim of the world into the cold unfathoma-

ble® lifeless abyss®. | have sought it, finally, because in
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the union of love | have seen, in a mystic miniature®, the
prefiguring® vision of the heaven that saints and poets
have imagined. This is what | sought, and though it
might seem too good for human life, this is what—at
last—I have found.

With equal passion | have sought knowledge. | have
wished to understand the hearts of men. | have wished to
know why the stars shine. And | have tried to apprehend
the Pythagorean power by which number holds sway a-
bove the flux. A little of this, but not much, | have a-
chieved.

Love and knowledge, so far as they were possible,
led upward toward the heavens. But always pity brought
me back to earth. Echoes of cries of pain reverberate in
my heart. Children in famine®, victims tortured by op-
pressors, helpless old people a hated burden to their
sons, and the whole world of loneliness, poverty, and
pain make a mockery of what human life should be. | long
to alleviate® the evil, but | cannot, and | too suffer.

This has been my life. | have found it worth living,
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and would gladly live it again if the chance were

offered me.

D overwhelmingly adv. /& |, & &K
@ hither and thither W@\, 5| &
Q@ anguish n. #EHRHE,EN

@ ecstasy n. JEE, dHAb, AN

® unfathomable adj. R =T ] 44 , X VL 32 49

® abyss n. EMW IR EL

@ miniature n. A .G B, DA iEz
prefigure v. F &, 44 =
© famine n. YUE WUk ; & £ ﬁ
alleviate v. B3, 4 fo ‘\ﬁ
i
)
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Relish the Moment

Tucked away in our subconscious is an idyllic® vi-
sion. We see ourselves on a long trip that spans the con-
tinent. We are traveling by train. Out the windows, we
drink in the passing scene of cars on nearby highways, of
children waving at a crossing, of cattle grazing on a dis-
tant hillside, of smoke pouring from a power plant, of
row upon row of corn and wheat, of flatlands and val-
leys, of mountains and rolling hillsides, of city skylines
and village halls.

But uppermost in our minds is the final destination.
On a certain day at a certain hour, we will pull in the
station. Bands will be playing and flags waving. Once
we get there, so many wonderful dreams will come true

and the pieces of our lives will fit together like a completed
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jigsaw puzzle. How restlessly we pace the aisles?®,
damning the minutes for loitering-waiting., waiting, wait-
ing for the station.

“When we reach the station, that will be it!” We
cry. “When I’'m 18.” “When | buy a new 450SL Mercedes

'” “

Benz When | put the last kid through college.” “When |

have paid off the mortgage®!” “When | get a promo-

bR TS

tion. When | reach the age of retirement, | shall live
happily ever after!”

Sooner or later, we must realize there is no station,
no one place to arrive at once and for all. The true joy of
life is the trip. The station is only a dream. It constantly
outdistances us.

“Relish® the moment” is a good motto, especially
when coupled with Psalm © 118.24.“This is the day which
the Lord hath made;we will rejoice and be glad in it.” It
isn’t the burdens of today that drive men mad. It is the
regrets over yesterday and the fear of tomorrow. Regret

and fear are twin thieves who rob us of today.

So stop pacing the aisles and counting the miles.
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Instead, climb more mountains, eat more ice cream, go
barefoot more often, swim more rivers, watch more sun-
sets, laugh more, cry less. Life must be lived as we go

along. The station will come soon enough.

@ idyllic adj. W &6, 403089

@ aisle n. #WiE,AE

@ mortgage n. P, &

@ relish v. FRF .,k
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= ® Psalm n. %%, %%
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