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This Australia Foreword

Australia and China enjoy a close and productive relationship on many
levels, from trade and investment to education and cultural exchange, forged
over almost forty years of diplomatic relations between our two nations. Key
to this relationship is the fostering of strong people-to-people links at all levels.
The translation and publication of our two nations’ important literature is an
excellent vehicle to promote bilateral understanding and friendship.

This Australia, a collection of writing from some of Australia’s top
literary, cultural and media figures marks an important addition to Australian
literature and writing in Chinese translation. The breadth and diversity of
the collection, gathered from the long standing “This Life” column in The
Australian newspaper, is a testimony to Australia’s diverse and tenacious
peoples. I am sure that for Chinese readers this collection will be an interesting
and illuminating journey through the many facets of Australians’ lives.

I congratulate Professor Chen Yi and her team of translators at the English
Studies School of Xi’an International Studies University for producing this
excellent publication, which will help to build a cultural and academic bridge
between Australia and China.

Dr. Geoff Raby
Australian Ambassador to China
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This Australia Foreword

From June 2010 to June 2011 the Australian government is proudly

hosting Imagine Australia: The Year of Australian Culture in China. This
reciprocal cultural program is the largest ever to be hosted by Australia in
China, and in 2011—2012 China will host a similar program in Australia.
Endorsed at the highest levels of government, these programs represent a very
positive development in Australia-China cultural relations.

The year showcases the best of Australian cultural output, with a focus
on youth, Australia-China collaboration, innovation and regional engagement.
Imagine Australia iS the most significant international cultural promotion
ever to be staged in China. It includes visual art, music, dance, performance,
literature, film, new media, design and many other cultural mediums. The
success of the Imagine Australia program has exceeded all expectations.

The Australian government, through the Australia-China Council, has
for many years supported and promoted a large network of Australian Studies
Centres across China, with over twenty such centres actively engaged in
research and teaching related to Australia. These centres, including one at
Xi’an International Studies University, make a very valuable contribution to
the Australia-China bilateral relationship.

In this context, I’m very pleased to see the publication of this excellent
collection of Australian writing from Xi’an International Studies University.
The cultural program of the Australian Embassy Beijing has a particular focus
on encouraging projects in regional China, and the publication of this work is
an important step forward in this regard.

Jill Collins
Counsellor (Public Affairs and Culture)
Australian Embassy Beijing
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THIS DROUGHTFUL LIFE
CATHRINE EKERS

I OFTEN go for a walk on the beach in the morning. It has been dry
here, but after the incredibly long hot spell that had Adelaide setting a national
record, some rain has provided welcome relief.

I am still staggered by the number of mussel shells that have been
washing up in their hundreds for weeks now. Some are covered in a strange
coral-like growth that has clamped their two halves shut. Others are opened
like pairs of wings. Last week | found another dead tortoise, its flesh rotted to
smelly, seaweed-like fronds.

Its shell also had been covered in the coral to the point where it became so
weighed down it had drowned. There have been a few of these during the past
couple of months and I think, of all the things that make me sad, these affect
me the most. This is no ordinary beach swept clean daily by the sea’s tide. This
one is on the shores of Lake Alexanfrina, at the Murray’s mouth.

A few years ago the beach wasn’t even here and the waters lapped at the
grassy edge, as they had done for decades. But as the lake has receded, the
beach has gradually arrived and, with it, high salinity and shallowing waters
that neither tortoise nor freshwater mussel can survive, stock cannot drink
and that cannot be used for vineyards, some of which until now have survived
since the 19th century.

This beautiful new beach is a good 100m wide, scattered with the detritus
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of earlier lives. We’ve turned up the remnants of an old flat-bottomed fishing
boat, the stern of a much younger plywood vessel, an encrusted outboard
motor, several abandoned moorings made from every heavy object imaginable
and countless bottles.

A rocky reef, over which skippers in small boats previously sailed
unaware and usually unaffected, extends right across one section of the bay. It
serves as a haven for the birds, confused by the lack of their customary habitat
and diminishing feeding grounds.

A hundred or so egrets and spoonbills, usually relatively solitary birds,
flock regularly to the edges of the receding water, desperate to find something
to eat. The cormorants that roosted and nested in the willows just offshore have
moved on, too easily accessed by predatory foxes able to reach them and their
young by crossing the dried-up bed of the lagoon. As | write, the papers are
full of news about policies that are at last being put in place to rescue our vast
river system. Then | read that there will be little visible result for at least three
years and hear dates such as 2018 being discussed, and | lose heart. For this
area, it well may be too late.

As we watch the water drop and mourn the damage to this beautiful
ecosystem, we also contemplate our future here. Soon we will be closing one
aspect of our business as the diminishing lake levels make it impossible to
maintain any turnover. We remind ourselves we’re among the lucky ones. We
don’t have to sell off our dairy herds, strip our orchard trees, see our vineyards
die, turn our backs on a lifetime of investment or walk off land that has been in
our family for generations.

But we do have to consider how to reinvent ourselves this late in our
lives. While we do that, we will watch as the lagoon dries to solid, cracked
mud, the bay diminishes to a trickle that is the channel past the island, the
egrets and spoonbills move on and the wind whips up huge sandstorms off our
endless new beaches.

From Column “This Life” in The Australian on June 14 2008.
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““ Recycle bin, recycle bin””

Henley—on-the Todd
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THIS UNBALANCED LIFE
CHRIS LLOYD

DOROTHEA Mackellar’s land of droughts and flooding rains has never
resonated more with me than during the past few seasons. Suddenly, what was
bone-achingly parched is now flooded, and this has caused its own chaos and
tragedy. We can only hope some balance will be restored.

Sometimes our world seems out of joint. Droughts, floods, gale-force
winds and unexpected weather patterns all contribute. How to relate to these
events? Sometimes it’s the small, personal experiences that help us frame the
grand occasions into more manageable stories.

The loss of a friend to the drought went some way towards helping me
understand the costs involve. If only he could have hung on for a few months
until the rains came.

It all started with a little fibreglass dish at the bottom of our back steps.
Tiny silvery fish sparkled in the welcoming oasis that we created and so
proudly called “our pond”.

Fragile ferns extended their tendrils down into the rocks that surrounded
the edge, providing moisture, coolness and a sense of the bush. A couple of
old bricks at the bottom of the pool of water allowed the fish to flit in and out
of their underwater world. We had established a miniature ecosystem in our
garden.

Then Martin moved in. We don’t know where he came from but one day,



