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Professor Liang Xu of the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh invited me to write this forward for a book that she and her brother
were compiling in commemoration of their beloved father. The book would contain papers
by her father and tributes by friends, colleagues and students. I felt it would be timely and
should have a great contribution to the field of hydraulics and hydraulic engineering. Her
invitation brought up my memories of an event that took place about twenty-five years
ago.

It was early spring of 1986 when I unexpectedly received a letter from the U. S. Na-
tional Academy of Sciences (NAS) in Washington D. C. The letter said that I had been in-
vited to give a series of lectures on Stochastic Hydraulics at the Chengdu University of Sci-
ence and Technology (now part of Sichuan University), Chengdu, China. My assignment
was to serve as a consultant under the Chinese Universities Development Project funded by
the World Bank and administered by NAS. The official representative of the host institu-
tion was going to be Professor Liang Zengxiang.

I met Professor Liang Zengxiang for the first time when our family of three (wife
Fuh-Mei, son Hueiley and 1) landed at the Chengdu Airport in wee hours one morning in
mid-June of 1986. He impressed me as a gentleman of warm personality. Later that morn-
ing our family also met his daughter Liang Xu. She was a young graduate student. She
kindly showed us around Chengdu during our stay. Nobody could even imagine then that
she would become a member of the University of Pittsburgh faculty twenty years later, af-
ter her graduate study at the University of Washington and a faculty position at the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley. It shows an amazing, uncanny random walk of life.

Historically, Chengdu is well known for the important water works instrumental to
the production of foods and developments of the region. During my short stay in Chengdu
I came to realize that Professor Liang Zengxiang was a leading expert in the area of high-
speed flows, such as the rapid flows in spillways and turbulent currents in stilling basins.
His published papers indicate that he was a prolific writer. His research included rigorous
fluid dynamic analysis as well as well-designed experimental work. The depth of his re-
search was impressive. Few researchers investigated this special subject more thoroughly
than Professor Liang.

A requirement of being a university professor is good teaching. Professor Liang’s for-
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mer colleagues and students respected him as an effective, inspiring teacher. It is not sur-
prising, therefore, that he produced many outstanding students.

Professor Liang maintained an open-minded attitude toward new developments in the
field of hydraulics around the world. For example, he obtained the funding to invite me to
give lectures at his institution in Chengdu, on applications of stochastic and probabilistic
approaches to hydraulics. It gave me an opportunity to interact with students as well as
outstanding researchers and professors from many institutions in different parts of China.

Professor Liang Zengxiang also was a good husband and good father. 1 am glad that

wife Ju Guifang and daughter Liang Xu are now living in Pittsburgh and doing well.

Chao-Lin Chiu

Professor Emeritus of Civil and Environmental Engineering
University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA, USA

November 22, 2011
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