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A Perfect Tree

“At last, the perfect tree,” I said aloud to myself. 1
had searched endless Christmas tree lots. The sub-zero
New England cold hadn't helped my search. My nose and
toes felt like ice. But now I had finally found the tree.
Nothing else matterd.

After paying for the tree, I carried it to my car. Its
needles tickled my neck as I walked. I tied my prize to the
top of my yellow VM bug. I grinned as the tree almost
made my car disappear. Then I started home. I wanted to
share my find with my family.

More than thirty million American families bring
trees into their home at Christmas each year. The trees
come from diffrent places. Some people go to the woods

and cut their own Christmas trees. But most buy a tree
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from a Christmas tree lot.

As Christmas approadches, Christmas tree sellers be-
gin to appear. They set up shop on sidewalks and in park-
ing lots. Many of their trees come from tree farms. Each
year tree farmers reap the profits from years of care nee-
ded to grow a good tree. A tree needs from five to fifteen
years of patient care to become a Christmas tree. Some-
times a good tree costs as much as US$ 60.

When shopping for a tree, shoppers have many op-
tions. Each tree has its own special qualities. Some grow
few branches and needles. Others are tall and bushy. Col-
or. needle size and frarance vary with the species of tree.
The Fraser is known for its pleasant scent.

Most buyers look for fresh trees with thick breen
coats. But each person wants something a little diffrent.
Some buy tall trees for living rooms or dining rooms.
Others buy mini trees for coffee table or desks.

Decorated trees have been used in celebrations for
hundreds of years. Egyptions used palm leaves in winter
ceremonies. Romans also decorated trees. In Germany,
trees known as “Christbaum” sat in parlors adorned with
paper flowers, apples and candies.

Christmas trees haven't always been big business in
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the United States. In 1842, Charles Minnegerode, a Ger-
man immigrant, introduced the Christmas tree Williams-
burg, VA. Accounts of his “splendidly decorated” Christ-
mas tree appeared in many newspapers. Since that time,
decorating trees has become a favorite holiday task.

Decorating a Chistmas tree stands out as a favorate
holidays tradition. Every family adds their own touch to
their tree. When Minnegerode decorated his first tree,
candles shone on the branches. Today twinkling electric
lights replace the candles. Brightly colored glass orna-
ments give many trees a homey, warm feel. Garfield and
Snoopy cling to branches in other households. Homemade
ornaments can be used, too. Food also spices up a tree.
Cookies, qinqerbread men or even strings of popcorn
make a tree exciting and tasty!

After getting my tree home, I set it up in the living
room. Family members closely inspected it. They pulled
on the needles, breathed its fresh scent and walked a-

round it. Finally all agreed I'd found the perfect tree.
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