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INTRODUCTION

I don’t consider myself a writer, but in the past twenty
years | have written more than eighty articles published in
Hong Kong, Taiwan, and the United States. Most of the arti-
cles came from what I saw,heard,or thought in daily life in the
states where I have spent most of my life.

It wasn’t easy for me to start writing articles because I
was brought up in a business family. I used to dress up in the
most up-to-date fashion and looked nice wherever I went. I al-
ways tried to appear as happy as I could. However, when I
grew up, I felt something missing in my life. I asked myself,
“Am I content with that kind of life? What is my goal?”

Then, in the 70’s, after President Nixon opened the door
to mainland China, I had the chance to visit my parent’s home-
land. Every year or two I went to China with my husband , who
gave lectures there. Every time when I came back from China,
I had a feeling of fulfillment. The more I went, the more I real-
ized how the Eastern cultures are different from the Western.

Therefore, I started to do some soul searching. I j&t‘_ted in-
to my diary everything I saw and felt. 1 spent more time read-
ing than ever before, in order to refresh my mind and to write
my feelings on paper.

My first article was sent to China Daily News, New York

City. To my surprise, it was published a few weeks later. See-

ing those square Chinese characters with my own name printed
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neatly and nicely on that paper, I experienced the happiest
moment in my life.

Since writing articles has become my pastime in addition
to my daily full-time job, I take advantage of my social con-
tacts and working environments to experience people of differ-
ent races, cultural backgrounds, and family values, etc. I don’t
want to spend all of my time any more only with shopping,
sewing, and other domestic things. I find no other eénjoyment
that can compare with seeing my articles published in the
newspapers and attaining some recognition.

I am indebted to my beloved husband,I-yao Shen,who has
given me his strength and support to keep my writing for
many, many years. Without his encouragement, criticism, and
editing my drafts over and over again, this book would not
have been published today.

This book commemorates our 34 th wedding anniversary.
It also expresses my appreciation to those who gave me their
constant support and encouragement, which makes all of this

possible.

Verna Shen (Huang Rui-Wo)
National Agricultural Library
10301 Baltimore Blvd. ,
Beltsville, MD. U.S.A. 20705

November 6, 1996
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