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FOREWORD
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The T'ai-p'ing T'ijen-kuo is
attracting considerable attention on the
part of scholars at the present time,
both as a comparative study in the light
of contemporary events, and as an histor-
ical enquiry into the origins of present
dey movements,

The massive work here offered to
the public is the result of some thirty
years' study and research on the part ol
Mr. Jen Yu-wen, noted Chinese scholar in
pistory and other fields, Daring that
time Mr, Jen lias traversed & great pari
of the territory inr which the T'ai-p'ir
movemen®t criginated and developed, anc
has eollected information handed down
by the local veople, and elso material
remaine, such as tracts, postiers, coins,
seals, tax receipts, unpublished Mss,,
land deeds and other doouments, which pro-
vide importent histeorical data, and throw
new light upon the actusl administration
of the regions once occupied by the T'ai-
pling govermment, Thia material, along
with much other original research, has
been incorporated by Mr. Jen in his book,
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showing the T'ai-p'ing movement in
many particulars in a new light, which
is not without significance for the
present time, and which justly entitles
Mr, Jen to be regarded as one of the
world's chief expexrts on the T'ai-p'ing
T!'ien-kuo,

We are gratified to reflect that
during the past four years & Research
Fellowship at the Institute of Oriental
Studies of the University of Hong Kong,
financed by the Harvard-Yenching Insti-
tute, provided for Mr, Jen the facilities
for completing this momuimentsl work of
many yegrs, two sections of which, as a
proelude of what was tc follow: 'The Land
Admynistration of the T'ai-p'ing T'ien~
kuo', and 'The Rural Administretion of
the T'ai-p'ing Mien-kuo', were printed
in the first two issues of the Journal
of Oriental Studies published by this
UfﬁverSity.

.S, Irake
Director
Inatitute of Criental Studies

Norember 27, 1957,

HEEREMAN
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