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Preface

Located in the southwest of China, Yunnan is a low-Ilatitude
province. Its latitudes range between 97°31'39" E and 106°11'47"
E, and its longitudes range between 21°08'30" N and 29°15'08" N.
The Tropic of Cancer runs through its southern part. Nationally,
Yunnan lies on four provinces: Guizhou and Guangxi in the
east, Sichuan in the north, and the Tibet Autonomous Region in
the northwest. Internationally, it shares borders with Laos and
Vietnam in the south and Burma in the west. Its land stretches

846.9 kilometers across from east to west and
990 kilometers from south to

north. As the eighth largest

province in China, Yunnan

spans approximately

394,000 square

kilometers, which is

4.1% of the nation’s

total. Of the entire

province, 94% are



mountainous and semi-mountainous lands. According to the census
of 2014, Yunnan has a population of 46.59 million.

As for its topography, Yunnan has high elevations in the
northwest and low elevations in the southwest. The highest point
lies in the Kawagebo Peak of Meili Snow Mountain at 6740 meters
above the sea level. It is a stretch of Nushan Mountain that is
located on the border of Tibet and southwest Yunnan. The lowest
point is at an elevation of 76.4 meters, which is situated on the
border of the Red River and Hekou, a county in the southeast of
Yunnan. There is over 900 kilometers between the two points, and
over 6663.3 meters of difference in latitude.

Yunnan is endowed with unique and complex landscapes.
This province can be divided into two regions by an imaginary line
running from Yuanjiang River to Dali-Yulong Snow Mountain.
The eastern half is called East Yunnan Plateau and is a limestone
plateau with karst landscape characterized by stone forests, caves,
waterfalls and springs. In contrast, the north-western half belongs
to the mountain ranges of Hengduan, featuring Mt. Gaoligong, Mt.
Nu and Mt. Yunling as well as rivers such as Jinsha River, Lancang
River and Nu River. These mountains and rivers form the terrains
of Yunnan. Between the two regions are plains and lakes.

Yunnan possesses undulant plateaus, various valleys,
crisscrossed rivers and scattered basins. The favorable terrains and
climates make it one of the rare natural museums in the world,
consisting of mountains, waters, lakes, caves, forests, and springs.
In addition, Yunnan is renowned as the “Kingdom of Animals”, the
“Kingdom of Plants”, the “Kingdom of Non-Ferrous Metals”, and
the “Biological Species Gene Pool”, which attracts tens of millions

of nature lovers.

Yunnan Museum of Natural History — Biodiversity is a sequel
to Natural Museum — Y unnan, organized and put together by
Yunnan Ecological Civilization Research Group. The vision of
this series is to raise environmental awareness through the natural
beauty of Yunnan. These albums will not only showcase the most
valuable treasures of nature in Yunnan, but will also give readers
the opportunity to get to know and fall in love with this province.
Through these albums, people of the world will have an enriched
love for nature, be more proactive in protecting the environment,
and live more harmoniously with Mother Earth.

Yunnan’s biodiversity is rich in its nature. Due to space
limitations, we could only pick and showcase the few rather
interesting and eye-catching examples of animals and vegetation.
We also included some introductory information on biodiversity
protection efforts in Yunnan as an essential part of this large
scientific pictorial.

Yunnan Museum of Natural History — Biodiversity
consists of four major albums: animal, vegetation, landscape,
and environmental protection. This series of albums combines
information, science, art, and fun into one. We hope our reader
friends will find enjoyment within its pages.

Yunnan Museum of Natural History — Biodiversity was made
possible thanks to a number of Yunnan photographers. Special
thanks go to Jianming Liu, Yi Zhui, Xin Wang, Ying Wang, Yanqiu
Zhang, Zhongping Chen, Junfeng Chai, Xuelian Tang, and Junmin
Li for their tremendous assistance and support. We welcome
insight and advice from our readers. Especially, in the areas where

they feel that we did not cover in depth.
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