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Augustine of Hippo

Augustine of Hippo (13 November 354-28 August
430), also known as Saint Augustine or Saint Austin,
was an early Christian theologian and philosopher
whose writings influenced the development of Western
Christianity and Western philosophy. He was the bishop
of Hippo Regius (modern-day Annaba, Algeria), located
in Numidia (Roman province of Africa). He is viewed
as one of the most important Church Fathers in Western
Christianity for his writings in the Patristic Era. Among
his most important works are The City of God and
Confessions.
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General Preface

Millions of Chinese are learning English to acquire
knowledge and skills for communication in a world
where English has become the primary language for
international discourse. Yet not many learners have come
to realize that the command of the English language also
enables them to have an easy access to the world literary
classics such as Shakespeare’s plays, Shelley’s poems,
mark Twain’s novels and Nietzsche’s works which are an
important part of liberal-arts education. The most important
goals of universities are not vocational, that is, not merely
the giving of knowledge and the training of skills.

In a broad sense, education aims at broadening young
people’s mental horizon, cultivating virtues and shaping
their character. Lincoln, Mao Zedong and many other
great leaders and personages of distinction declared how
they drew immense inspiration and strength from literary
works. As a matter of fact, many of them had aspired to
become writers in their young age. Alexander the Great
(356-323 B.C.) is said to take along with him two things,
waking or sleeping: a book and a dagger, and the book
is Iliad, a literary classic, by Homer. He would put these
two much treasured things under his pillow when he
went to bed.



Today, we face an unprecedented complex and
changing world. To cope with this rapid changing world
requires not only communication skills, but also adequate
knowledge of cultures other than our own home culture.
Among the most important developments in present-day
global culture is the ever increasing cultural exchanges
and understanding between different nations and peoples.
And one of the best ways to know foreign cultures is
to read their literary works, particularly their literary
classics, the soul of a country’s culture. They also give
you the best language and the feeling of sublimity.

Liaoning People’s Publishing House is to be
congratulated for its foresight and courage in making
a new series of world literary classics available to the
reading public. It is hoped that people with an adequate
command of the English language will read them, like
them and keep them as their lifetime companions.

I am convinced that the series will make an important
contribution to the literary education of the young
people in china. At a time when the whole country is
emphasizing “spiritual civilization”, it is certainly a very
timely venture to put out the series of literary classics for
literary and cultural education.

Zhang Zhongzai

Professor

Beijing Foreign Studies University
July, 2013 Beijing
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BOOK 1

Great art Thou, O Lord, and greatly to be
praised; great is Thy power, and Thy wisdom
infinite. And Thee would man praise; man, but a
particle of Thy creation; man, that bears about him his
mortality, the witness of his sin, the witness that Thou
resistest the proud: yet would man praise Thee; he, but
a particle of Thy creation. Thou awakest us to delight
in Thy praise; for Thou madest us for Thyself, and
our heart is restless, until it repose in Thee. Grant me,
Lord, to know and understand which is first, to call on
Thee or to praise Thee? and, again, to know Thee or to
call on Thee? for who can call on Thee, not knowing
Thee? for he that knoweth Thee not, may call on Thee
as other than Thou art. Or, is it rather, that we call on
Thee that we may know Thee? but how shall they call
on Him in whom they have not believed? or how shall
they believe without a preacher? and they that seek
the Lord shall praise Him: for they that seek shall find
Him, and they that find shall praise Him. I will seek
Thee, Lord, by calling on Thee; and will call on Thee,
believing in Thee; for to us hast Thou been preached.
My faith, Lord, shall call on Thee, which Thou hast
given me, wherewith Thou hast inspired me, through
the Incarnation of Thy Son, through the ministry of
the Preacher.

And how shall I call upon my God, my God and
Lord, since, when I call for Him, I shall be calling
Him to myself? and what room is there within me,
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whither my God can come into me? whither can God
come into me, God who made heaven and earth? is
there, indeed, O Lord my God, aught in me that can
contain Thee? do then heaven and earth, which Thou
hast made, and wherein Thou hast made me, contain
Thee? or, because nothing which exists could exist
without Thee, doth therefore whatever exists contain
Thee? Since, then, I too exist, why do I seek that Thou
shouldest enter into me, who were not, wert Thou not
in me? Why? because I am not gone down in hell,
and yet Thou art there also. For if I go down into hell,
Thou art there. I could not be then, O my God, could
not be at all, wert Thou not in me; or, rather, unless I
were in Thee, of whom are all things, by whom are all
things, in whom are all things? Even so, Lord, even so.
Whither do I call Thee, since I am in Thee? or whence
canst Thou enter into me? for whither can I go beyond
heaven and earth, that thence my God should come
into me, who hath said, I fill the heaven and the earth.

Do the heaven and earth then contain Thee, since
Thou fillest them? or dost Thou fill them and yet
overflow, since they do not contain Thee? And whither,
when the heaven and the earth are filled, pourest Thou
forth the remainder of Thyself? or hast Thou no need
that aught contain Thee, who containest all things,
since what Thou fillest Thou fillest by containing it?
for the vessels which Thou fillest uphold Thee not,
since, though they were broken, Thou wert not poured
out. And when Thou art poured out on us, Thou art
not cast down, but Thou upliftest us; Thou art not
dissipated, but Thou gatherest us. But Thou who fillest
all things, fillest Thou them with Thy whole self? or,
since all things cannot contain Thee wholly, do they
contain part of Thee? and all at once the same part? or
each its own part, the greater more, the smaller less?
And is, then one part of Thee greater, another less? or,
art Thou wholly every where, while nothing contains
Thee wholly?
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What art Thou then, my God? what, but the Lord
God? For who is Lord but the Lord? or who is God
save our God? Most highest, most good, most potent,
most omnipotent; most merciful, yet most just; most
hidden, yet most present; most beautiful, yet most
strong, stable, yet incomprehensible; unchangeable,
yet all-changing; never new, never old; all-renewing,
and bringing age upon the proud, and they know it not;
ever working, ever at rest; still gathering, yet nothing
lacking; supporting, filling, and overspreading;
creating, nourishing, and maturing; seeking, yet
having all things. Thou lovest, without passion; art
jealous, without anxiety; repentest, yet grievest not; art
angry, yet serene; changest Thy works, Thy purpose
unchanged; receivest again what Thou findest, yet
didst never lose; never in need, yet rejoicing in gains;
never covetous, yet exacting usury. Thou receivest
over and above, that Thou mayest owe; and who hath
aught that is not Thine? Thou payest debts, owing
nothing; remittest debts, losing nothing. And what had
I now said, my God, my life, my holy joy? or what
saith any man when he speaks of Thee? Yet woe to
him that speaketh not, since mute are even the most
eloquent.

Oh! that I might repose on Thee! Oh! that Thou
wouldest enter into my heart, and inebriate it, that |
may forget my ills, and embrace Thee, my sole good!
What art Thou to me? In Thy pity, teach me to utter it.
Or what am I to Thee that Thou demandest my love,
and, if [ give it not, art wroth with me, and threatenest
me with grievous woes? Is it then a slight woe to love
Thee not? Oh! for Thy mercies' sake, tell me, O Lord
my God, what Thou art unto me. Say unto my soul, I
am thy salvation. So speak, that I may hear. Behold,
Lord, my heart is before Thee; open Thou the ears
thereof, and say unto my soul, I am thy salvation.
After this voice let me haste, and take hold on Thee.
Hide not Thy face from me. Let me die—lest I die—



