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I

THE MASS LINE OF
THE CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY

Teng Hsiao-ping

The question of the mass line is not 2 new one in the
work of our Party The Party Constitution adopted by the
Seventh Congress', particularly its General Programme, is
permeated with the spirit of the mass line. At the same Con-
gress illuminating explananons of the mass line were given
by Comrade Mao Tse-tung in his political report when he
spoke about the Party’s style of work, and also by Comrade
Liu Shao-chi when he dealt with the General Programme in
his report on the revision of the Party Constitution. The
reasons why the mass line must again be explained with great
emphasis now are as follows. First, the mass line is a
fundamental question in the Party’s organizational work and
- the Party Constitution and therefore needs constant reiteration
in Party education. Tt:ue,' this question was explained at the
Seventh Congress, but since the vast majority of our present
members joined the Party after the last Congress, and since
practice has shown that many comrades have failed to adhere
consistently to the mass line, it is evident that education on
the mass line within the Party can by no means be considered
adequate. Secondly, the experience gaiﬁjed by the Party in
the eleven years of actual struggle since the Seventh Congress
has given the mass line a richer and more profound content,
which h'-s therefore been further clucidatéd in the draft Party
. Constitution. The General Programme in the draft Con-
stitution stresses that the Party must unceasingly strive to
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develop the tradition of the mass line in Party work, and
points out that since the Party is now in power, this task has
acquired an even greater significance than before.

What is the mass line in Party work? Briefly stated, it
has two aspects. In one respect, it maintains that the people
must liberate themselves, that the Party’s entiie task is to serve
the people heart and soul, aid that the Party’s role in leading
the masses lies in pointing out to them the correct path of
struggle and helping them to struggle for aud build a happy
life by their own effort. Consequently, the Party must keep
in close contact with the mét,_sses and rely on them, and must
in no circumstances lose touch with them or place itself above
them. For the same reason every Party member must cultivate
a style of work of serving the people, holding himself respon-
sible to the masscs, never failing to consult them, and being
ever ready to share their joys and sorrows.

In another respect, the mass line maintains -that ‘the
Party’s ability to go on exercising correct leadership hinges
upon its ability to adopt the method of “coming from the
masses and going back to the masses.” This means—to quote
from the Central Committee’s “Resolution on Methods of
Leadership,”® drafted by Comrade Mao Tse-tung—"“summing
up (ie. coordinating and systematizing after careful study)
the views of the masses (i.e. views scattered and unsystematic),
then taking the resulting ideas back to the masses, explaining
and popularizing them until the masses embrace the ideas as
their own, stand up for them and act on them and then testing
the correctness of these ideas in mass activity. Then it is
necessary once more to sum up the views of the masses, and
once again take the resulting ideas back to the masses so that
the masses give them their whole-hearted support . . . . And
so on, over and over again, so that each time these ideas
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emerge with greater correctness and become more vital and
meaningful.” i

The ‘mass line in Party work is of profound theoretical
and practical significance. Marxism has always maintained
that history, in the last analysis, is made by the people. Only
by rciy“i{ng on its own mass strength and that of all labouring
peoplc will the working class be able to fulfill its historical
mission—the mission of liberating itself and, with it, all
labouring people. The greater the awakening, activity and
creative ability of the masses, the more flourishing the cause
of the working class. Consequently, a political party of the
working class, unlike the political parties of the bourgeoisie,
never regards the masses as its tools, but conscidusly regards
itself as their tool for carrying out their given historical
mission in a given historical period. The Communist Party
1s the collective body of the advanced elements among the
working class and the labouring people, and there can be
no doubt as to its great role in Lcading the masses. But the
Party can play its part as vanguard and lead the masses
forward precisely and solcly because it wholc—hcartcdly serves
the masses, represents their will and interests, and strives to
help them organize themselves to fight for their own
interests and for the fulfillment of their ‘will. To fully
affirm this concépt of the Party is to afirm that the Party
has no right whatever to place itself above the masses, that
is, no right to act towards the masses as if it were dispensing
“favours,” to take everything into its own hands and impose
its will “by decree,” or rather no right to lord it over the
peoplé’. '

Unless we understand from a correct ideological approach
that our Party policy must of necessity be “coming from the
masses and going back to the masses,” we can obtain no real
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solution to the problem of the Party’s relations with the
masses. Practice has shown that there are many people who
do not lack the desire to scrve the masses and yet bungle their
work in a way that does great harm to the masses. This is
because they regard themselves as advanced elements, or as
leaders knowing a great deal more than the masses. There-
fore, they necither learn from the masses nor consult them,
with the result that their ideas more often than not prove
impracticable.  Far from learning from their mistakes and
failures, they blame them on the backwardness of the masses
or other accidental factors, abuse the Party’s prestige, and
wﬂfully and arb1t1ar11y persist in  their actions, thereby
aggravating their mistakes and failures. ‘The history of our
Party furnishés us with instances of such subjectivists causing
incalculable losses to our Party, to the Chincse revolution and
the Chinese people. The subjectivists do not understand that
only those who really know how to be students of the masses
can ever become their teachers, and only by continuing to be
students can they continue to be teachers. Only by care-
fully summing up the expericnce of the masses and bringing
their wisdom together, can a party and its members point to
the co’rect path and lead the masses forward. We do not
“tail behind the masses, and we know quite well that the
-opinicns which come from the masses cannot be all correct
and matirre.  What we mean by summing up the experience
and’ bringing together the wisdom of the masses is by no
means a simple process of accumulation; there must be
classification, analysis, critical judgment and synthesis. But
without investiation and study of the experience and opinions
of the masses, no leader, however talefited, can lead correctly.
Mistakes may still be made even after classification, analysis,
critical judgment and synthesis have becn made. - But by con-

4



stantly consulting the masses and studying their practice, the
Party will be able to make fewer mistakes and to discover and
correct them in time so as to prevent them from becoming
serious.

The mass line in Party work, therefore,- demands that
the Party leadership should conduct themselves with modesty
and prudcncc Arrogince, arbltrarmess, rashncss, and habits
of preteiding to be clever, of not consulting the massgs, of
forcing one’s opinions on others, of persisting in errdrs to
keep up one’s prestige—all these are utterly incompatible with
the Party’s mass line.

Let us look back on the path our Party has traversed
since the Seventh Congress through the War of Liberation,
the land reform and the suppression of counter-revolutionaries,
the socialist transformation of agriculture, handicrafts and
capitalist industry and commerce, and- the development of
industry, agriculture and other economic and cultural work—
in all these fields our Party has won great victories. But which
of them could have been won without fol]owmg the mass
line? For example, why is it that the officers and men of
the People’s Liberation Army could beat the Kuomintang
army, which was superior both in numbers and in equipment?
Is it not chiefly because they upheld the principle of serving
the people, built up exemplary relations between the army and
the people through its self-sacrificing behaviour, created inside
the armed forces a comradeship which developed the initiative
of junior officers and common soldiers to the fullest extent,
-and drew conclusions from the cxncncnce of each battle by
depending on the rank and file, thus rnakmg continuous
progress, both strategic and tactical? Qoldzcrs carrying watet
for local inhabitants, officers putting blankcts over slcepmg
soldiers, the calling of “collective wisdom meetings™ in the
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trenches, caring for the health and self-respect of the captured
and not searching their pockets—all these appear to be small
matters, but they had a good deal to do with the winning of
. many a great victory.

Again, why is it that hundreds of millions of peasants,
oppressed by the landlords for thousands of years, have
become masters of their own fate and are resolutcly building
up their own new life? Is it not because in the period of the
land reform the work teams sent out by our Party really went
among the poor peasants, discovered the active elements
among them, aroused their class consciousness, mobilized the
pcasants themselves to overthrow the rule of the landlords and
share out their land, and thus made the peasants really re-
cognize their own strength and form their own leading
nuclei®, instead of turning the landlords’ land over to the
peasants simply by issuing government orders? What has
made the peasants join the agricultural producers’ co-operatives
so readily and of their own will? Is it not because our Party,
starting from the experience of the masses themsclves, gave
extensive assistance to the peasants in organizing seasonal
mutual-aid teams, then all-the-year-round mutual-aid teams,
then elementary co-operatives, and finally advanced co- -
operatives, so that the peasants might come through practice
to a firm belief in the superiority .of co-operation?

Let me give :another cxamplg How can our country
achieve so much with a minimum of mistakes in the campaign
for combing out counter-revolutionaries? Is it not because
we have adopted the correct policy of co-ordinating the work
of special government departments with the mobilization of
the masses? Is it not because we have fully mobilized the
masses that, under the sharp and watchful eyes of hundreds
of millions of people, large numbers of counter-revolutionaries,
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unable to find hiding- places, are forced to hang their heads,
admit their guilf, and embrace the nt)ppcortumtv,r to reform
themselves and turn over a new leaf?

Yet another example. In less than three years after the
liberation of the whole country, we changed the appalhngl}
corrupt social climate of the old society into a new social
climate with a fine moral character. How could such results
have been obtained without the conscious and voluntary

 participation of the masses, without their mutual education,
mutual persuasion and help?

There are more examples. We have completely wiped
out the evil of opium- _smokirg, and have won victories in
our large-scale patrrorac public health movement, in produc-
tion, construction -and various other kinds of work. Which
one of these victories could lrave been won if the movement
or the task in question had not actually reflected the demands
of the broad masses and been translateéd into conscious and
voluntary action by them?

When we speak of the great victories our Party has won
as a result of following the mass line, we do not mean that
all our work in this regard has been excellent. On the cdn-
trary, our purpose is t6 remind the whole Party that if correct
application of the mass line has brought success, any departure
from it will certainly damage our work and the people’s
interests.

—From “Report on the Revision of
the Constitution of the Communist
Party of China” '

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

This selection is from Comrade Teng Hsiao-ping’s
“Report on the Revision of the Constitution of the Com-
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munist Party of China,” delivered at the Eighth National
Congress of the Communist Party of China, Sept. 16, 1956.
The title “The Mass Line of the Chinese Communist Party”
is supplied by the compilers.

The text is taken from the English version of the “Re-
port” published by the Foreign Languages Press, Peking,
1956, pp. 57-63.

NOTES

1. the Seventh Congress: held in Yenan from April 3 to
June 11, 1945.

2. “Resolution on Methods of Leadership”: % TF4§ ik

©ORYTRIE.

3. to lord it over the people: In this idiomatic expression
the pronoun “it” has no meaning. ZEARB&ZLLE
HREHRH.

4, “collective wisdom meetings”: HHEFEL.

5. nuelei: the plural form of “nucleus.” This is one
of the words borrowed directly from Latin. Other
examples are: radius, radii; stimulus, stimuli; alomnus,
alumni. They retain their Latin plural endings.

'EXERCISES
1.” Words and Phrases for Use:

to permeate (to be illuminating

permeated with) ) to adhere to
reiteration adequate
consistently to maintain (a principle)
to clucidate to lie in o
heart and soul to hold (someone) respon-



to keep in. close contact
with - :

in another respect (in every,
all, no respect)

to co-ordinate

to act on

to regard . . .as ...

with the result that

to persist in

to furnish (someone) mth
(something)

in time (¢f. on time)

to keep up (one’s prestige, efc.)

to the fullest extent

strategic

to search (v.t., ¢f. to search
for)

many a’ (+noun)

\to mobilize

of (one’s) own will

all-the-year-round

to comb out

in this regard -

departure from

sible for {somcthmg)

- to hinge upon

to dispense

to stand up for

in the last analysis
to impose ... on .

‘more often than not

to aggravate

to tail behind

to forée (one’s opinions,
ele.) on .

arbitrariness (arbitrary)

incompatible -

the rank and file

tactical

nucleus

to have (a good deal,
little) to do with

to turn (something) over
“to (someone)

to come to (a firm belief)

- (the task) in question

to remind

Sentence Patterns for Imitation:

1) Only by relying on its own mass strength and that
of all labouring people will the workmg class e able
to fulfill its historical mission. -

. 2) The greater the awakening, activity and creative ahility
of the masses, the more flourishing the cause of the

working class..

3) Far from learning from their mistakes and failures,
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4)

5)

 ”

2)

10

they blame them on the backwardness of the masses,
Without investigation and study of the experience and
opinions of the masses, ne leader, however talented,
can lead correctly.

Arrogance, arbitrariness, rashness, and habits of
pretending to be clever, of not consulting the masses,
of forcing one’s opinions on others, of persisting in
errors to keep up one’s prestige—all these are utterly
incompatible with the Party’s mass line.

Translate into English the following passages:

ZWIEH, BARD “BiRMIE”, HEIRIMMA,
ERENEAREEE L THANES, RETHMN
MERMBENER; ERANFEFEHABMTHEL
YErh SRR A R B A BRER, 1RIF TN, BIRIER
B TSN, ST T R AR B AR TN ST Ak a0 fE
R, Bk Tl fr4RER, 4T 7RISR KR,
BOSRAN 0 B My LA R IE R S 2 Ak, BEF b
BB R H R BB R E B AT B A B, HHE—
S, BEINTIMBEASHREAEBERFFR, H3L@®T
LIAFIT o '
ATEAMBGHET SN, DAKEEAEH. DEA
TBETR R I B AR BRPR R, XRARE
AREXREKIERH—NER N, FERN 303 IEHE:
PAEABRAGE, ok KA R TARRERD
el EE, FHRERERENESE, REFEMSFHOR
f); FEBEIBRITHT N S E A, X REEM—
WIHBEZ R, SR E A, Ak mbeaekcg 3
. AR TTIENEN SR, BESTERRIT T —
A D FER G RBR LR AP ORBXEE, A
FEEERN ARG THHRE,
($L BB Efite, 19604 4 H 9 H.
“RIBEABE, BARFTHED,?)



4. Tell (orally) a true story of the implementation of the
Party’s mass line in industry, agriculture or education.
5. Topics for Discussion:
" 1) Why do we say that the mass line in Party work is of
profound theoretical and practical significance?
2) What is the relation between the Party and the
masses of the people?
6. Topic for Composition:
Write a letter to a foreign friend telling him about our
Party’s ‘mass line in principle and in practice in
our . Institute. :
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