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Preface

Gansu, a prefecture of Yongzhou in ancient China, is
located in the upper reaches of the Yellow River. Like a
magnificent gem inlaid in the Loess Plateau, the Qinghai—
Tibet Plateau and the grasslands of Inner Mongolia in the
middle of China, Gansu Province stretches over 1,600
kilometers from the east to the west, and has an overall area
of 453,700 square kilometers. Bordering Shaanxi on the
east, Qinghai and Sichuan on the south, Xinjiang
Autonomous Region on the west and Inner Mongolia and
Ningxia on the north, Gansu is the key and golden section
in the ancient Silk Road. Since ancient times, it has been
not only the links between the Central Plains and Northwest
China as well as Central and Western Asia, but also the
only way of cultural and economic exchanges between
China and the West.

Gansu is one of the most important birthplaces of the
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Chinese civilization, as it has raised the Chinese humanistic
primogenitor Fuxi, and the goddess Niiwa who are best
known for creating mankind. This ancient, magic and
beautiful land has nourished the industrious, intelligent,
simple and kind people of all ethnic groups in Gansu, and
given birth to the splendid intangible culture. At present,
Gansu has 68 state—level items, 333 provincial-level items,
41 representative inheritors of national intangible culture,
and 450 at the provincial level. Hua’er (a kind of Chinese
folk song) and Daoqing Shadow Puppetry have been
included in the UNESCO’s “Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity”, Daoqing Shadow
Puppetry Protection Center  (shadow puppet carving),
Qingyang Qihuang Culture Communication Co. Lid.
(Qingyang sachet embroidery), Xiahe Labrang Monibao
Tibetan Culture Art Co. Ltd. (Gannan Tibetan Thangka)
have been enlisted as the demonstration bases for the

production and protection of the national intangible cultural
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heritage.

Of all the intangible cultural heritages in Gansu, the
following embody the local and ethnic characteristics
mostly: the Songmingyan Hua’er Festival, the Daoqing
shadow puppetry in Huanxian County, the memorial rituals
of Taihao Fuxi in Tianshui, Lanzhou Taiping drum, the
Gesar of the Tu Nationality, the Buddhism temple music
Daode’er in Labrang Monastery, Hexi Baojuan, Gannan
Traditional Tibetan Medicine, Qiqiao Festival in Xihe
County, the sachet embroidery in Qingyang, the handicraft
techniques of Tao inkstone, Mongolian costumes in Subei,
the waist—sword forging craft of Baoan Nationality and so
on. All these intangible cultural heritages reveal the
historical footprints of the continuous reproduction of the 55
ethnic groups in Gansu (among them, Yugur, Dongxiang
and Baoan are found only in Gansu), and show the
inheritance of the intangible culture through oral teaching

from one generation to another. The versatile and time —
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honored intangible cultural heritage of Gansu plays a
significant role in promoting socialist cultural development
and prosperity, in meeting people’s cultural needs, and in
constructing the Chinese civilization Inheritance &
Innovation Zone.

Intangible Cultural Heritage in Gansu: A Pocket Book
only gives you a brief introduction. It is expected that this
book could enable those who take fancy in Chinese
civilization to know better about the intangible cultural
heritage of Gansu so as to jointly promote the protection of

the intangible cultural heritage.
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