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Preface to
“The Economy of Northeast China ”

Gu Zhuo Xin

It is well-known that Northeast of China is either plentiful
or poor, suffering or lovely, but vigorous and prosperous.

China’ s Northeast Economic Zone consists of the three
provinces of Liaoning, Jilin, and Helongjiang, together with the
eastern part of Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region which con-
tains the city of Chifeng, Zhelimu League, Xingan League, and
Hulunbeir League. The political power of the one city and
three leagues of eastern Mongolia belongs to the people’s gov-
ernment of the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region.

The northeastern area of our motherland is vast in territo-
ry with abundant natural resources and rich produces, and is
therefore a treasure land of the People’s Repulic of China.
During the past thousands of years, people of various races of
the Chinese nation have been living and propagating over here,

the history being long and the future promising. In modern



- 6 - CPEKRIEELEY F - c hEHERICLH -

history, the social economy. science, and technology of the
region have long been stifled to be in a backward state due to
the rotten rule of the final stage of the Qing Dynasty, as well
as the fightings between the warlords in various areas.

It was for this reason that Tsarist Russia had invaded this
treasure land first, and Japanese militarists had occupied this
treasure land for fourteen long years, having looted countless
precious resources and brought indescribable sufferings to the
people of the northeastern region. After the victory of the
Anti—Japanese war, some big foreign countries had once
fostered China’s reactionary forces and cast their eyes on this
northeastern treasure territory. Of course, it had to recede in
face of the roaring tide of Chinese People’s struggle under the
guidance of the Chinese Communist Party.History can not be
erased from our mind, even though all these had passed.

The establishment of the People’s Republice of China on
October 1st, 1949, marked a great historical turning point of
the Chinese nation, which brought about favorable social envi-
ronment and political condition for the social and economic
develoments of the whole nation, particularly of the
northeastern area of the country. After a short period, the
Chinese people cleared away the vestige of the wars and eradi-
cated the influences of the imperialist invaders, facilitated the

upward change of social and economic condition, and
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immediately unfolded large scale economic construction. The
northeast was a key area of reconstruction of the whole coun-
try during the first and second Five—Year Plan. Among the 156
large size projects assisted by the Soviet Union, fifty—two items
were located in the northeast. Historic practices prove that the
strategic decision of the Central Committee of the Chinese Com-
munist Party was completely correct. In the process of the
reconstruction, the whole country supported the northeast, and
in turn the northeast very rapidly became a base area sup-
plying large quantities of material, technology, and talented
people for the whole nation.

The Northeastern Economic Zone now is no more charac-
terized just by her forests, coal mines, soy—beans and
sorghume, but more importantly has become a top rate
economic zone of the whole country with heavy industry as a
guide line, promoting the coordinate developments of all the
first, second, and third industry, such an advantageous condi-
tion is still not replaceable by any other brother region of the
whole country.

The grain production of the Northeast Economic Zone in
1984 topped fifty billion kilograms. With per capita grain con-
sumption higher than the country—average. providing the
largest amount of commercial grain for the whole nation, with

export of soybean and Indian corn occupying an important
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position on international markets. Her petroleum production
exceeded sixty—six million tons in 1985, and will reach or top
eighty million tons by the year 2000. Her steel production has
attained eleven million tons, and will top twenty million tons
by the year 2000. Her power industry, with power network of
northeast as its chief components, has had an installed capacity
of more than fourteen million kilowatts, will exceed twenty
million kilowatts by 1990, and will probably attain forty—five
million kilowatts by the year 2000. Her raw coal production
has reached 147 million tons. With the building up of the three
open cast coal mines of the eastern part of Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region at Yuanbao Shan, Huolinhe, and
Yiminhe, her raw coal production will possibly come to more
than 250 million tons. The heavy industry such as mining
machinery, metallurgical and power generating equipment,
cuting machine tools, diesel engines, automobiles, railway cars,
as well as military industry, all occupy a prominent position in
the whole nation.both in production and in technological
standard. Their management and administration are all making
efforts to catch up with advanced international standards. The
light industry of the northeast, such as textiles, foodstuff, etc,
are catching up with or even topping other areas, some
products having special regional characteristics, famous at

home and noted on international markets. Since the
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establishment of the People’s Republic of China, the petroleum
and petroleum products, iron and rolled steel, building
materials, as well as various technology and equipment
supplied by the northeastern region have been occupying a
large percentage in the needs of the whole nation. With the
development of cultural activities education, science and
technology, the northeastern region has become an important
base for cultivating qualified personnel for the whole People’s
Republic.

The Northeastern Economic Zone possesses favorable
potential for development with ideal environment and condi-
tions.She has abundant known mineral reserves waiting for
exploitation as well as rich animal and plant-resources. With
high mountains, huge rivers, and fertile lands, the region is
ideal for the development of agriculture, forestry, animal hus-
bandry, and fishery. Her land surface and water—front have
become excellent bases for industrial and technological develop-
ments. The level of urban development is high, with good
transportation, telecommunication, and postal services. Her
modern harbour facilities of Dalian face the Pacific Ocean, con-
necting all the important countries and regions of the world.
She has land transportation lines connected with the Soviet
Union and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. It will

therefore be a general strategic line of the northeast region to
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serve the whole nation by revifalizing her economy with a
policy of opening up to the outside world.

Of course, we never deny that compared with developed
countries, the level of economic and social development in Chi-
na’s northeastern region yet needs to be raised. There are still
certain restricting factors to development. The equipment in
some enterprises 1s out—of—date and over—aged, their
manafacturing processes backward, energy sources insufficient,
telecommunication and postal service under strain, ecological
environment being destroyed to certain extent. Historical
reasons and managerial errors in the course of advancing are
responsble for the appearing of these restricting factor. The
biggest influence impeding development lies in the out—dated
managerial system formed during the long past, with mode 6f
development lagging for behind the requirements for socialist
modernization programs.The “closed—door policy ”, “all-sided
independent development ”and “aging status , ”the operation
mechanism of social economy with product econmy as its main
parts, severely prevents the rapid development of the
productive forces. In order to alter such a backward
mechanism for realizing socialist production, premoting
technological progress, as well as raising and creating
productive forces, the basic orientation is to carry out the

policy of reformation, opening up to the outside world, and
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vitalizing economy as brought up in the 3th Plenary Session of
the Central Committee of the 11th National Congress of the
Communist Party of China and comrade Deng Xiaoping,
which constitute another historic turning point following the
establishment of the People’s Republic of China.

Naturally, errors are inevitable in the course of continuous
exploration during advancement. There have appeared
skepticists, oppositionists, and those advocating total
westernization, who are, however, but a small batch in the
whole nation. The billion mass of the Chinese people, who
ardently love their motherland, having fought shoulder to
shoulder under the leadership of the Communist Party of
China, connecting each other in flesh and blood, sharing weal
and woe together, will testify with their own experiences to the
fact that the way the Chinese Communist Party is building the
socialism with particular features of our land is correct, and it
is certain that the Chinese Communist Party will win victory
after voctory in the task of the national construction.

This large scale fundamental reference book *“ The
Economy of Northeast China ”is the first ever to display the
present condition and future prospects of social and economic
developments in China’ s Northeastern Economic Zone,
contributing greatly to quickening the development of the

economy of northeast, enhancing China’s domestic and interna-



