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Abstract

This dissertation is a study of county administration in China during the Ming
dynasty. It discusses various aspects of the county administrative system during that
period, including administrative structure, judicial proceedings, local finance, public
security, preparation for natural disasters, and social welfare services.

Chapter One is an introduction, giving the reason why the topic was selected, the
existing research in this field, and the materials and methods used by the author.

Chapter Two analyzes the administrative structure of Ming counties, and
discusses the function of various officials, clerks, runners, and grass-roots
organizations like /ijia, baojia, and xiangyue. The routine affairs of county
governments, the characteristics of county magistrates’ behaviors, and private
secretaries hired by magistrates in late Ming are also covered in this chapter.

Chapter Three focuses on the judicial proceedings, expounding the judicial
powers of magistrates, case trial and judgment, and execution of sentences. It also
deals with intermediation activities of village-level organizations.

Chapter Four explores the financial administration of county governments. The
structure of local finance is set out by describing in detail the revenues and
expenditures of county governments. The taxation reform in the middle period of
Ming dynasty greatly changed the model of county finance by fixing revenue quotas
quantity, requiring taxes to be paid in cash, and attempting to establish a more
equitable system.

Chapter Five surveys the public security system, preparations for famine, welfare
services, education and moralization on the county level. This section also discusses
problems encountered in the administration of these services and the change of
country society control mode.

The final chapter is a conclusion, evaluating county administration in Ming times
as a whole. Furthermore, through this study the author draws several conclusions
about the relations between the central and local governments as well as state and
society in pre-modern China.

Keywords: Ming dynasty, county, local government, administration,
state, society
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