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Abstract

The war of Taiping Kingdom , which lasted for [5 years and spread to 18 prov-
inces,is the summit of the Chinese traditional peasant wasrs. Frm the perspectives
of both history and military science, this work, relying on first-hand historical files
of the Qing Dynasty and other data snd adopling the positivist approach to re-
search, gives a vivid representation of the different histerical stages of the Taiping
Kingdom , from its rise , prosperity , comeback , to its final decline, At the same time,
the book gives due attention 1o the theoretical exploration of the ecampaign com-
mand on every hattlefield in different stages. In this way, the slralegic interactions
of the opposing sides,i. e. ,the Qing Government and the Taiping Kingdam , as well
as the evolutionary process ,developmenial levels,and basic featares of the overall
sirategic command are clearly displayed. Furthermore, researches are conducted on
the military factors thal led 1o the rise and fall of the Taiping Kingdom. The work ,
with Professor Cui Zhiging as editor-in-chief and chief contributor, consists of four
volumes of mere than 2 million Chinese chamcters and is the culmination of the
more than 10 vear efforts of research by young and middle-aged historians of the

Taiping Kingdom of Nanjing Universily,
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