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A Study on the Pre-Qin Philosophers’ Communication Thoughts
Tong Guanjun (International Communication)
Directed by Xiao Dongfa

Abstract:

The Pre-Qin Period is not only a period with the most creativity in the Chinese history, but
also the one in which the gene of Chinese culture was formed. In this period, people’s attention
was transferred from Gods in the heaven to themselves. The relationships between one and
another, between individual and society, were being the focus of philosophers’ attention, and the
Communication Thoughts (with the body of personal-communication ) had an obvious
development in this time. It’s wished that the philosophers’ Communication Thoughts in the
Pre-Qin Period would give some illumination to the modern Communication research and
communication activities by the author’s analyses, summarization, and compare of them.

The research of Pre-Qin philosophers’ C: ication Thoughts is fr: y and

at the present time. The existing research has spent so much energy on the Pre-Qin philosophers’

skills of arguing and rhetoric that the systemic study which should be comprehensive and
profound is badly needed. For the first time, this thesis gives a comprehensive and systemic
conclusion, analyses, and compare to the Communication Thoughts of Confucius, Mengzi, xunzi,
Laozi, Zhuangzi, Mozi and Hanfei—Zi, who are the leaders of Confucian School, Taoist School,

Mohist School and Law School respective. The thesis not only includes such aspects concretely as

their ication faiths, the of corr ication system, the public opinion, the symbol
in communication, the study of audi the lity of audi the responsibility of
communication, the strategy of icati the tents of ication and the status

between peoples in the process of communication; but also includes those aspects in the mass such
as what influenced their Communication Thoughts, they set their feet in how many fields of
Communication research, how to estimate their thoughts of communication, what’s the
mainstream of Communication Thoughts in that time, how to describe their models of

etc. The ds of statistics, analysis, pare are utilized in the thesis, and the

ductions of Phil hy, Linguistics, C ication, History, A gy and other subjects

are absorbed. There are 7 figures of communication models, 3 other figures and 12 tables in the
thesis.

In the conclusion of the thesis, it is said that the thought of “be harmonious and individual ”



and the thought of “unanimousness-pursuing” formed the mainstream of Communication
Thoughts in the Pre-Qin Period. Confucian School and Taoist School are part of the former,

Mohist School and Law School are part of the latter. The most discrepancy between them reflects

the Pre-Qin philosophers’ diffe in C ication Thoughts, such as the dispute of the
relation between individual and the system of communication, of the attitude to public opinions, of
the values of communication, of the symbol’s function in communication, etc, Of course, the two

camps have the same ground also, for example, their thoughts all have the inclination of

collectivism, they both insist the control of ication, their thoughts of ication are
all pragmatistic, they think a lot of the experiences in communication, and they all have the
consciousness of elite, etc. Xunzi is the key character in the process of their mutual influences.
The contribution of Pre-Qin philosophers’ Communication Thoughts is concluded as follows by
the thesis: the spirit of humanism that we can see in the Pre-Qin philosophers’ Communication

Thoughts is y and diversionary to the spirit of science that we can see in the

C ication research of occidental scholars. The author thinks that there are some difference

between the two different systems of thought, such as the different understand of “experience” ,
the focns of the research works, etc. At last, the author believes that there is no a more excellent
one than other between Pre-Qin philosophers’ Communication Thoughts and the west

communication research. They are complementary each other.

Key words: the Pre-Qin Period  Philosophers ~ Communication Thoughts
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