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Imperial Gardens

Section 1 Huaqing Hot Spring

Located at the north foot of Lishan Mountain in Lintong District of Xi’an City,
Huaqing Hot Spring is one of the oldest royal gardens. Visitors are impressed with its
luster, beauty, elegance and primitive simplicity. One dozen splendid ancient buildings
with beams and pillars carved or painted, such as Frost—drifting Hall, Spring Hall,
Dragon—chanting Pavilion, Stone Dragon Boat, Nine—bend Cloister, etc. are randomly
ranked around the lake. Stone cattle, lions, elephants and natural steles and rocks are
scattered among them. The palaces, halls and pavilions are in harmony with the
landscape. Courts, corridors, pavilions and towers, are in harmonious disorder.
Emerald water in the pool rippled by a light breeze and willows waving in the gentle
wind provide a refreshing view. Visitors are so enchanted in the misty air here that
they feel as if in a fairyland. As a poem goes, “Endless gentle spring water flows,
perpetual romances Huaqing Palace retains.”

As a famous tourist spot, Huaqing Hot Spring has a very long history and has
attracted great attention of emperors of the past dynasties. It is said that King You of
the Kingdom of Zhou had Li Palace built here 3000 years ago and this place witnessed
the historic farce in which the king tricked the vassals by setting off the war beacons
to coax a smile from his favored concubine.

In the reign of Emperor Shihuang of Qin Dynasty, stones were laid to build
chambers and pools here and this place was named “Hot Spring of Lishan Mountain”.
During the reign of Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty, this place was expanded as a
resort palace. During the Tang Dynasty, it was enlarged several times with its name
changed from Hot Well Palace to Hot Spring Palace. During the reign of Emperor
Xuanzong of the Tang dynasty, large—scale construction resumed. The hot spring well
was enlarged into a pool and palaces were constructed at the foot of the mountain.

With the completion of this project, the place was called Huaqing Palace.The palace
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was built at the site of a hot spring, hence the name Huaqing Hot Spring. During the
Rebellion Led by An Lushan and Shi Shimin, most of the buildings at Huaqing Hot
Spring were destroyed during the war. But later, they were restored and renovated in
consecutive dynasties.

After the founding of PRC  (1949), the site was expanded several times after the
Tang style and finally reached its present scale. Visitors can now bathe in the hot
spring water to their hearts’ content. In 1959, Guo Moruo (a famous Chinese writer)
was so touched after visiting Huaqing Hot Spring that he wrote the following verse
succinctly describing the views and development of Huaqing Hot Spring:

Limpid is the water of Huaqing Hot Spring,

Its present scale puts the Tang prosperity to shame.

The style of the palaces and pools remains the same,

Commons now enjoy the pleasure of former kings.

In 1982, Huaqing Hot Spring was ranked a key national scenic spot. In 1996, the
State Council declared the site of Huaqing Palace the fourth group of important
cultural relics under state protection. In 2000, Huaqing Hot Spring stepped up to the
first group of national AAAA tourist spots.

During the Tang dynasty, Huaqing Hot Spring was the xanadu for the emperors
and their concubines. They came here in October every year and stayed there till the
end of the year. Once Bai Juyi (a famous poet) described in his immortal poem Song of
Everlasting Sorrow how the emperors and their concubines enjoyed themselves at
Huaqing Hot Spring:

Li Palace tips into the blue clouds,

Celestial music spreads here and there by winds.

According to the annals, Tang Xuanzong visited this place as many as 36 times
during the 41 years from 714 BC to 755 BC. 1In April 1982, the ruin of the imperial
bath house of Huaqing Palace of the Tang Empire was accidentally discovered by
workers while digging foundations for a building. After archeologists’ excavation, ruins
of five pools were discovered in 4200 square meters which were identified as the Star
Pool, the Lotus Pool, the Crabapple Pool, the Crown Prince Pool and the Shangshi
Pool, all of which are recorded in history. Originally, in the Star Pool, one could see
stars while bathing, for there was no cover above or around, hence its name. Shangshi
Pool was the bath house for the ministers. The Lotus Flower Pool, shaped like a lotus
flower, was the emperor’s bathing place. Finally, the Crabapple Pool, which was in the
shape of a crabapple flower, was the exclusive use of Lady Yang, Emperor Xuanzong’s
favorite concubine. It is said that Lady Yang had bathed here for ten years, as was

written about by Bai Juyi in his poem: In cold spring she was favored with a bath at
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Huaqing Hot Spring, where with slippery spring water she washed her screamy skin.
The prosperity of Huaqing Palace was described by Du Mu, a celebrated Tang poet, in
his Passing by Huaqing Hot Spring

The Museum of Imperial Huaqing Palace Pools in the Tang Dynasty, built on
these ruins, was opened to the public in October 1990. At this spa there are four hot
springs.  The bathing area covers approximately 3000 square meters and can
accommodate more than 400 people at the same time. They have a flow of 112 tons of
hot spring water an hour and a constant temperature of 43 Celsius degrees. The spring
water contains lime, sodium carbonate, sodium sulphate and many other minerals,
therapeutic for quite a number of diseases such as dermatosis, rheumatic arthritis and
muscle pain. It is a large—scale hot spring rare in China. A saying goes that of all the
2600 hot springs on earth, Huaqing Hot Spring ranks the best.

Above the gate of Huaqing Hot Spring, there hangs a horizontal board with the
words—Huaqing Hot Spring, written by Guo Moruo. Entering the gate, one catches
sight of two tall cedars that stand majestically, with two palace—style bath houses laid
out in symmetry on both sides. The new bathing pools are located further back. On the
right side of the new pools is Nine—dragon Lake behind the Dragon Wall. The surface
of the lake, even as a mirror, reflects the pavilions around the lake, where weeping
willows stroke the shore with their drooping branches. On the east shore of the lake is
Delightful Spring Palace, with Deep Aromatic Palace on its opposite side On the north
shore are structures with the Frost—drifting Palace as the main edifice. On the west
shore rests the Nine—bend Corridor. From the north to the south, one passes the
Marble Dragon Boat, Morning Glow Pavilion, Nine—dragon Bridge, Sunset Pavilion,
and finally, the reproduced Tang-style architectural complexes of Lady Yang Pool.
Walking further, one comes to the Lake—watching Tower where one can see the Lotus
Pool. Then one walks through Swift Glow—clouds Pavilion, which is said to have been
the place where Lady Yang enjoyed the scenery and dried her hair after bathing. Next
comes the Five—Room Pavilion, which witnessed the famous Xi’an Incident, and in
which Chiang Kaishek stayed. Walking out of the Lake-watching Tower on the right,
one can step up a brick —paved path to the beautiful shadowy Lishan Mountain for
sightseeing. Halfway up Lishan Mountain, Armed Exhortation Pavilion was erected at
Tiger Spot Rock, Chiang’s hiding place in the Xi’an Incident. The plague engraved

with the name of the pavilion on its top is made of precious Lantian jade.
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