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Unit ] One

Language Learning

( Guidance

1. This unit consists of Text A, Text B and Further Study. Text A gives us suggestions which
may aid in the process of language learning. Text B makes a comparison between children’s learning
native language and adults” learning foreign language. Further Study focuses on communication skills
in terms of greeting.

2. By learning this unit, students will be able to master the structure of the texts, new words,
phrases and expressions. Students will improve their understanding of grammatical structures, reading
comprehension and enlarge their vocabulary by doing the relevant exercises. Meanwhile, they will
gain better understanding on language learning .

3. Further Study aims to improve students’ skills for communication. By doing the exercises,

students will know the differences in communication between Chinese and Westerners. They will

y

perform well in everyday conversation and writing by doing this part.

God gives every bird its food, but he does not throw it

into its nest.
— Josiah Gilbert Holland

- »

Text A How to Study a Foreign Language

Anonymous

Language learning is a highly cumulative process. It is like making a tower out of
blocks: you keep building on top of what you did the day before. If you don’t keep at the
job steadily, pretty soon you're trying to put new blocks on top of empty space. Thus it is
important to keep up with and learn what is being presented to you about a language day by



day. The following is a list of suggestions which may aid
you in your study of a foreign language.
Listening and Pronunciation

1. The basis of language is sound. Become familiar
with the pronunciation of the words in the language and
learn what to listen for when the language is spoken.

2. Proper pronunciation takes a great deal of
practice.

3. Improve your pronunciation by listening to the
language (from people, records, tapes, or movies) and
pronouncing the words by yourself until' they sound

correct. Listen with the aim of accurately reproducing what you have heard.

4. Listen to yourself on tape and practice the sounds by repeating them over and over
until you feel comfortable with them. You might let another person also judge your
pronunciation.

5. Focus on the meaning of what is being spoken as well as* on pronunciation.
Speaking

1. Do not be concerned with speed, but rather, with accuracy.

2. Practice in speaking should be constant. Meet with other classmates at a designated
time and converse with each other exclusively in the language. When speaking the language,
speak aloud if possible’.

3. Learn sentence structure. It is one thing to know the meanings of foreign words and
quite another to be able to put them together correctly to form a meaningful sentence.*
Reading

1. Keeping a grammar book or dictionary handy is a help.

2. When you read, do so with focus on the total meaning of a sentence or passage and
avoid looking up unknown words, but rather attempt to determine their meanings based on
the context of the sentence.

3. Always study notes which accompany a passage to be read or translated.

Vocabulary

1. There are several things that can be done to aid in learning vocabulary.
Memorization is important and good knowledge of the grammar rules of the language studied
will aid this process.

2. You may want to make flash cards’ for yourself to aid in this process. Take a small
card and write the word on one side with its English equivalent on the other. Try going over
them at least once a day and keep the number of words you are working with small. When
you have learned the word on a card, remove that card from the others.

3. Try these three steps in learning a new word: (1) pronounce and spell it; (2) study
its meaning; (3) use it in a sentence of your own.

Writing
1. Study all textbook material before you begin to write.
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2. While you are writing, pay attention to spelling, form, irregularity, and word

order.

3. Be aware of sentence structure and grammar.
HABITS ARE LEARNED BY OVER-LEARNING — PRACTICE, PRACTICE, AND

PRACTICE.

cumulative /'kjummjolstiv/

process /'prouses/
block /blpk/
steadily /'stedili/

suggestion /sa'dzest[(a)n/
aid /eid/
pronunciation /pro'nanst'erf(a)n/

basis /'betsis/

familiar /fo'milio/
proper /'propa/

accurately /'zekjuierotls/
reproduce /ri:pro'dju:s/

focus /'fouvkes/

constant /'kpnst(a)nt/

aloud /o'lavd/
designated /'dezig'netid/

converse /kon'vas/

exclusively /1k'sklusivly/

adj. increasing by successive addition & #2 &9
n. a series of actions which are carried out in order to achieve a
particular result it 42
n. a solid piece of something, such as wood or stone 3 ; K 3 (4o K
P B
adv. at a steady rate or pace, or in a steady manner #4 & 3 ; %4
o AL H
n.  (Dan idea or plan for someone to think about # #; 3 X
@something that a person says which implies that something is
the case B+
ut. & vi. to give help or assistance 3% Bl ; %5 Bh ; A Bh F
n. help or assistance, such as money, equipment, or services # B/ ;
B KA
n. the way a word or language is pronounced & &
n. the starting point or an important part of something from which it
can be further developed J 74
adj. well known or easily recognized # & 9 ; k4 8y
adj. considered socially acceptable, suitable and correct i& % ¢ ;&
T ;OB 3 6Y
adv. with few mistakes or strictly correctly #5 7 ¥ ; / #4 3
v, (Dto make a copy or equivalent of F #] @ to have offspring or
young %7
vt. & wi. to direct one’s attention on something &£ ¥ G & #);
*iE
n. (Dthe concentration of attention or energy on something % & @
the main topic that something is concerned with £ &
adj. Dhappening all the time or always being there R b7 &9 ; 3 4: ¢4
(@staying the same over a particular period of time & & %9 ; <
b
adv. Dwith relatively high volume X 7 ¥ @using the voice # % 3
adj. selected or named for a duty 3§ T 49 ;3% T 89 ;45 35 6%
vi. to carry on a conversation 33 ;3% 7&
adj. turned about in order or relation A8 R_#9 ; 1% 1) &9 ; A1 42 49
adv. without any others being included or involved " — 3 ; % A 35
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determine /d1'tormm/
context /'kontekst/

accompany /o'kampeni/

translate /treens'lert/
vocabulary /vo(u) 'keebjulart/
memorization /'memor1'ze1fon/
equivalent /1'kwiv(a)1(a)nt/
remove /r1'muv/

material /mo'tioriol/

irregularity /1, regjo'leerttr/

aware /o'wea/

L.

oL,

Ut.

s

s

S

Hesh ik
& vi. Dto decide or settle something # % ; # 2 @ to make a
firm decision to do something(4&) T &
(Dthe general situation that relates to an idea or event, and which
helps it to be understood # % ; 2R3% (@discourse that surrounds a
language unit and helps to determine its interpretation #&3%; £ T
5
D to go somewhere with someone [&4%; & F @) to happen or
exist at the same time Faee«-+ —RE A (REAE) Qto play
one part of a piece of music while a singer or a musician sings or
plays the main tune 4 &
& wi. to restate (words) from one language into another
language #7115
the total number of words a user knows in a particular language
W ;18 IL &
learning so as to be able to remember verbatim &4 ; #42
person or thing equal to another in value or measure or force or

effect or significance, etc. #8447 ; 5 Bl 4

adj. equal in amount or value #8455 ) ;48 % 4%

ut.

S

D to take something away from a place # 7F; % & @ to stop
someone from being in power or being a member of the
committee %,/ (3R 4%)

(D the thing that you need for a particular activity #f#F @) the
tangible substance that goes into the makeup of a physical object
4

(Dan irregular asymmetry in shape RHLN] @not characterized by
a fixed principle or rate T #L4E @ behavior that breaches the rule
or etiquette or custom or morality 3% B HLN] (% 3] 46-) 6947 A

adj . realizing that something is present or is happening & 1% % #9 ;

R 8

Phrases and Expressions

ALAF b Fmeeeees PRI R
H 5 RkE
HPRENS) TsHECLESORET

keep up with

a great deal of
focus on

be concerned with
20 over

at least

pay attention to
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. until: FE--Ch k) . OBEGIS AT, 32 A) 18 15 U= AR 22 M 3l n) L T 2 32 AR 1 R 4 kv

SRl Nl B S ETE K not ... until ... . #ildl: He waited until she was about to leave.
fh%5 25— EH B b i 45 25 JT . She didn’t marry until she was over fifty. fih B 3| 50 £ % A 451%.
Q@until5 | T/ WA A9IE 15 iR BLAE B R ok 2 L. 14N . T won’t leave until he comes back
tomorrow. FREEEEAAA K M]3 5 B . Continue in this direction until you see a sign. — ELE]Z X
AHGEBRE WA R T .

as well as: 7]V R A 10] | @l 38 LA K% TRl P 32 4 9 A IR 09 20, 0 20 ORI VB RIB AR
%’%%ZT—\‘“%[]” “Iﬁ]”“ﬂ_j‘”“z:/fl ...... ﬂ: ...... ”“E% ...... N eeenen ”“Z’({E ...... mﬁ ...... ”Z%‘to {ﬁﬂﬁu « A
man may usually be known by the books he reads as well as by the company he keeps. —~ A ¥
738 8 AT LAMAB S 5 R BT 2538 R A h & ok .

if possible: UM P AEAYTE ;s A ] GE. #l4N :Can 1 take the seat by the aisle, if possible ? 4[5 7] fg
B, ST DA 2 T 22 HE S b 30 Y JE A e 2

It is one thing to do sth, and (quite) another to do sth, ; -+ g, e MR —mEH,
54 : It is one thing to speak much and another to speak pertinently. /52 & —[F 2, 155
MjE—m,

flash card: Z2AiR 7 B H N K A5 B s 8 H Ak . Flash card is a card which is
sometimes used in the teaching of reading or a foreign language. Each card has word (s) or a

picture on it.

Text Comprehension

Please choose the best answers to the following questions according to the text.

1.

Since language learning is a highly cumulative process, learners

A. can achieve success in it once and for all

B. should keep accumulating and practicing all the time

C. can put new blocks on top of empty space

D. should pay more attention to its up-to-date development than its history

What does the word “constant” mean in Para. 8?

A. Instant. B. Resistant. C. Reluctant. D. Persistent.

Which of the following is TRUE according to the passage ?

A. When you read, it is important to determine the meanings of unknown words based on the
context.

B. You can speak accurately as long as you speak fast enough.

C. If you know the meanings of foreign words, you are bound to put them together correctly to
form a meaningful sentence.

D. Practicing with classmates doesn’t aid you in your study of a foreign language.

If you have trouble memorizing new words, it is advisable that you

A. look up the unknown words in the dictionary

B. keep a grammar book handy

C. read the new words aloud if possible
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D. make your own flash cards for review
5. What is the author’s purpose of writing this passage ?
A. To introduce effective ways to learn a foreign language.
B. To stress the importance of language learning.
. To encourage students to learn a foreign language well.

C
D. To make an advertisement for some foreign language training centres.

Vocabulary and Structure

Please choose the best answer for each of the following sentences.

1. Equipment should be tested and maintained for proper operation on a regular

A. base B. ground C. basis D. field
2. Their talks are expected to focus arms control.
A. on B. with C. over D. in
3. Your attitude, not your aptitude, will your altitude.
A. underline B. imagine C. determine D. reward
4. Worldwide, approximately 100 million sharks are killed each year, 98% for their fins.
A. exclusively B. respectively C. properly D. incredibly
5. Only when one is of one’s getting behind is one more likely to catch up.
A. feasible B. aware C. sensitive D. critical

Comprehensive Exercise

There are five incomplete sentences in the following passage. Read the passage and choose the word

that best fits into the passage. Do remember each word can be used only once.

A. in B. to C. as D. first E. by

For most people, learning a foreign language does not come easy, for it requires hard work and
consistency. 1 and foremost, there must be some motivations for learning a language. Are you
planning to head to a foreign destination ? Is learning a language on your wish list ?Is it important
for job advancement? 2  any measure, the critical success factor is how much time you are

taking to involve yourself 3  the language. The more time you dedicate 4  the language, the

quicker you will learn. So. what does spending time really mean ? It means listening, reading,
writing, speaking, and studying words and phrases at every available opportunity. Involve as many
senses 5  possible in the learning process.

Please translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1. He is familiar with the geography of New England.

2. Tom was skilled enough in French to translate a novel.
3. Nodding your head is equivalent to saying “yes”.
4

. The country has to import most of its raw materials.
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5. Learning the rules of word-formation helps to enlarge our vocabulary.
Text B Why Is the Native Language Learnt So Well

Anonymous

How does it happen that children learn their mother tongue' so well ? Let us compare
them with adults learning a foreign language, for the comparison is both interesting and
instructive. Here we have a little child, without knowledge or experience; there a grown-up
person with fully developed mental powers.? Here a haphazard method of teaching; there
the whole task laid out in a system. Here no professional teachers, but parents and
playmates; there teachers specially trained the art of language-teaching. Here only oral
instruction; there not only that, but textbooks, dictionaries and visual aids. And yet this is
the result: here a complete mastery of the language; there in most cases, a faulty and
inexact command. What accounts for this difference ?

Some people believe that a child’s organs of speech are more flexible than® an adult’s.
This explanation, however, does not really hold water. Children do not learn sounds
correctly at once, but make countless mistakes. Their flexibility of the tongue and lips is
acquired later, and with no small difficulty. Others argue that a child’s ear is especially
sensitive. But then the ear also needs training, since at first it can hardly* detect differences
in sounds which grown-up people hear most clearly.

The real answer in opinion lies partly in the child himself, and partly in the behavior of
the people around him. In the first place, the time of learning the mother tongue is the most
favorable of all, namely, the first years of life. A child hears it spoken from morning till
night and, what is more important, always in its genuine form, with the right
pronunciation, right intonation. right use of words and right structure. He drinks in all the
words and expressions which come to him in a fresh, ever-bubbling spring. There is no
resistance, there is perfect assimilation.

Then the child has, as it were’, private lessons all the year round, while an adult
language-student has each week a limited number of hours which he generally share with
others. The child has another advantage: he hears the language in all possible situations,
always accompanied by the right gestures and facial expressions.

Finally, though a child’s “teachers” may not have been trained in language teaching,
their relations with him are always close and personal. They take great pains to make their
lessons easy and interesting, always repeating the same phrases and at the same time doing the
thing they are talking about. They are greatly pleased at every little advance the child makes.
Every awkward attempt meets with sympathy and encouragement. Unfortunately, this is a
point often overlooked by teachers of language. By keeping their pupils working unnecessarily
long at some little part of the subject, they often weaken their interest in learning the
language. Perhaps one should not merely sprinkle the pupil, but plunge him right down into

the sea of language and enable him to swim by himself as soon as possible. A great deal will
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arrange itself in the brain without the learning of too many special rules or the aid of elaborate

explanations.,

native /'nertrv/

comparison /kom 'peeris(a)n/

instructive /m'straktrv/

grown-up /'groon'ap/
mental /'ment(a)1/
haphazard /haep'haezod/

professional /pra'fe[(9)n(a)1/

playmate /'plemmert/
oral /'or(9)1/
visual /'vizual/

mastery /'mast () r1/
faulty /'forlti/

flexible /'fleksobl/
explanation /ekspla'nerfn/
countless /'kauntlis/
sensitive /'sensitiv/

detect /di'tekt/

favorable /'fervorobl/

namely /'nerml:/

genuine /'dzenjoin/

intonation /into'nerf(a)n/

adj. characteristic of or existing by virtue of geographic origin 4 E
O NE L
n. an indigenous person who was born in a particular place KM A ;
AEA
n. D the act of examining resemblances ¥t 48 (@ relation based on
similarities and differences % B2
adj. serving to instruct or enlighten or inform # # 49 ; 3 F M 49
adj. (of animals) fully developed & A& ; &, 3k &9
n. a fully developed person from maturity onward s A
adj. involving the mind or an intellectual process ##¥ 44 5 k i 49 5
5
adj. dependent upon or characterized by chance 1% X 49 ; & & %9
adj. engaged in a profession or engaging in as a profession or means
of livelihood % ik &9 ; 32 Ak 49
n. a person engaged in one of the learned professions % LA i
n. a companion at play ¥tt¥
adj. using speech rather than writing @ 3k 89 ; @£ 8%
adj. relating to or using sight AL5% & ; A 1F &4
n. (Dgreat skillfulness and knowledge of some subject or activity #
3B F IR # % Dthe act of mastering or subordinating someone
P
adj. having a defect A 4442 649 ; A 8.5 4%
adj. (Dable to bend easily Z#144; 5 % # &9 @able to adjust readily
to different conditions & 7 9 ; 7] & i@ ¢4
n. a statement that makes something comprehensible fif## ; %84
adj. too numerous to be counted & #9 ; # R84
adj. (Dresponsive to physical stimuli & 2 %9 ; 1T 449 @able to feel
or perceive #& & # @being susceptible to the attitudes,
feelings, or circumstances of others 2 15 473 3 2 %vh
vt. to discover or determine the existence, presence, or fact of &
W3 B0 5 M
adj. @ encouraging or approving or pleasing %% & #; B 4F &
@tending to promote or facilitate A #) &)
adv. as follows ALzt A ; BP 2 5 3 &) w550
adj. Dnot fake or counterfeit A 5 #4; A iE & (@ sincerely felt or
expressed 4% & %9
n. rise and fall of the voice pitch %8 ;&E8 ;55
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resistance /r1'zist (o) ns/ n. (D the action of opposing something that you disapprove or
disagree with 4k #.; R # (@any mechanical force that tends to
retard or oppose motion #&4% 77 ; F& /7 (®a material’s opposition

to the flow of electric current ¥, fa

assimilation /o'simi'lerfon/ n. the social process of absorbing one cultural group into harmony
with another ] 44 ; Rk
private /'prarvet/ adj. confined to particular persons or groups or providing privacy #
A 6T s AR
gesture /'dzest[o/ n. motion of hands or body to emphasize or help to express a
thought or feeling F #\; £ #
awkward /'o:kwod/ adj. Dembarrassing or difficult to deal with # # 4 (@causing

inconvenience & 12 #9; #k F #9 (@lacking grace or skill in

manner or movement or performance & 3 %%

sympathy /'stmpof1/ n. sharing the feelings of others (especially feelings of sorrow) [3]
R

overlook /ouve'luk/ ovt. (Dto fail to notice Z-w& @ to have or give a view of sth. from
above /B ; 1Z Bk

plunge /plandz/ ot. & vi. (Dto thrust or throw into(4£) #E A ; (U£) B A @to dash

violently or with great speed %& 7 vy ; k3t
elaborate /1'leeborert/ adj. Ddeveloped or executed with care and in minute detail #
% 545 £ %9 @marked by complexity & 4 ¢
vt. & vi. to clarify the meaning of and discourse in a learned way,

usually in writing % 48 1 i&

Phrases and Expressions

lay out FHe A E T IRt

in most cases EXSHEALT

account for Aeevenes Bk RS s LB e e w R B (b)) &

hold water (B2 R ) SEFAE M B EA 2 5T (R EHF) BB
A2 K 5 R R 7K

lie in BT T

take pains VS, B & IR 7

1. mother tongue: £} ; AR EIEF . 58— AMAELE SRl 222 IR ERBNIES .

2. Dl here 5 there JF3k 098] 7, 27 2 AR, W A5 248135, B : Here / There+-4UiA + i85 3
1) s AR T R A4 1) B TR S IR B R R B Here/There—l—lﬁlgszﬂ+EEI§(gﬂ) 1l
41 Here comes the bus. A543 T, Here you are, a large fry and a large coke. X248 H&
RO, — M KEHM—MH K k.

3. than 5| LEG, H 5 N a)H 9 E 52 853 AT LA W SLEAH LE 0 20 28 th B AT . i) 38R : AT
INHILEM R E B WA CRE SR E) HRTE,



