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Chapter 1

The Divine Root Conceives and the Spring
Breaks Forth
As the Heart ’s Nature Is Cultivated,
the Great Way Arises

Before Chaos was divided, Heaven and Earth were one;
All was a shapeless blur, and no men had appeared.
Once Pan Gu destroyed the Enormous Vagueness

The separation of clear and impure began.

Living things have always tended towards humanity;
From their creation all beings improve.

If you want to know about Creation and Time,

Read Difficulties Resolved on the Journey to the West.

In the arithmetic of the universe, 129,600 years make one cycle. Each
cycle can be divided into twelve phases: 1, I, III, IV, V, VI, VI,
VI, IX, X, XI and X1, the twelve branches.! Each phase lasts 10,800
years.

Now within a single day, the positive begins at the time [ ; at Il the
cock crows; at III it is not quite light; at IV the sun rises; V is after
breakfast; and at VI one does business. VIl is when the sun reaches noon;
at VHl it is slipping towards the west; IX is late afternoon; the sun sets at
X; Xl is dusk; and at Xl people settle down for the night.

If you compare this with the big numbers, then at the end of Phase XI
Heaven and Earth were still one, and no beings had appeared. 5,400
years later came the beginning of Phase Xll, when all was darkness and
there were still no people or other creatures; for this reason it was called
Chaos. Another 5,400 years later Phase XI was drawing to a close and
a new cycle was about to begin. As Phase [ of the new era approached,
gradually there was light. As Shao Yong said,

“When winter reaches the mid-point of Phase ]

The heart of Heaven does not move.
‘Where the Positive first appears
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