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Bell-hanging Tower &. Bell-dropping Pond

There is a big bell on the top of Wudang Mountains. People
built a pavilion for it, and named it Bell-hanging Tower. At the
foot of Wudang Mountain, there is a deep pond named Bell-
dropping Pond. A big bell is submerged in the pond. Legend
said the two bells were actually of sibling relationship and both
of them came from Sichuan Province.

The story goes like this. Once upon a time, there was a
Squire Zhang living on E’'mei Mountain. He owned a vast of rich
and fertile land, many mules and horses, as well as enormous
wealth. He only had a daughter. Miss Zhang was the apple of
her father’s eye, and had always led a happy and comfortable
life.

One year, Miss Zhang caught a strange disease. Her face
became sallow and her body skinny. She was unable to finish a meal
couldn’t sleep well at night, and was talking nonsense all the time.
Squire Zhang couldn’t do anything about it, so he put up an an-
nouncement at the crossroad, saying he would give anyone who could
cure her daughter anything he wanted, including gold, silver, pearls
and so on.

One day, a Taoist priest visited their house to beg for alms.
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He carried on his back a double-edged straight sword with seven
stars and a yellow sack on his shoulder. He claimed to be from
Wudang Mountains and kept on saying that he wanted to see
Miss Zhang. Squire Zhang, realizing that there was something
special about him, welcomed him to the back hall to treat his
daughter’s disease. Neither feeling her pulse nor using medicine,
the priest only pointed to his eyebrows with his fingers, saying,
“Come back! Come back!” Immediately, his daughter was
cured. To show his gratitude, Squire Zhang offered him a
plateful of silver, but the latter refused. The square then
presented one more plateful of gold. Again, the latter shook his
head. Finally, he offered a large piece of rich and fertile land
together with a hundred great horses, but the priest still was not
impressed.

In a hurry, Squire Zhang asked,“My respectable priest, you
want neither this nor that, so what exactly do you want?”

“I only want the two bells of yours,” answered the priest.

Squire Zhang hesitated, because the two bells, one of which
was called Gold Bell and the other Jade Bell, were the family
heirlooms. They were of the same color, same size, and shone
day and night. The pictures cast on them, including Two
Dragons Playing with a Ball, Red Phoenixes Worshipping the
Sun, and Eight Immortals Crossing the Sea, were all vivid and
lifelike. Their sound was so clear and melodious that people

could hear it from a thousand miles away. They were the family
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heirloom of Squire Zhang. He said, “My respectable priest, you
can choose other things. 1 can’t give you these two bells. ”

This Taoist priest was actually God Zhenwu. In that time,
the nine palaces, nine Taoist temples, thirty-six Buddhist
nunneries and seventy-two stone temples had been finished, with
all kinds of treasure in them, except the two bells. Seeing that
Squire Zhang had no intension of keeping his promise, Zhenwu
became so angry that he spat on the bells and left.

The saliva spat by Zhenwu made the two bells magical. At
night, the Jade Bell spoke to the Gold Bell, “Elder brother,
Squire Zhang is devoid of gratitude and does not keep his word.
He has no conscience, so it is not wise to stay at his house. Let’s
leave this place!”

“I know,” the Gold Bell answered, “but where can we go?”

“Wudang Mountain is inhabited by immortals. It is the right
place for us to go.”

“OK. But do you have enough strength to go all the way
from here to such a far away place?”

Without answering, Jade Bell set out first.

As it was dark and quiet, the two bells flew over mountains
and across rivers without anybody knowing it. Gradually, Jade
Bell felt tired. So she slowed down and fell behind her brother.

Gold Bell turned around and said to her over and over again,
“Let me carry you on my back. You can’t fly any farther.”

Afraid of delaying her brother’s journey, she declined his
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kindness politely. “Go ahead, brother. I will catch up.”

It was getting brighter and brighter, as the sun was going to
rise soon. If they hadn’t reached Wudang Mountains before
daybreak, they would have to stop. Anxious as he was, Gold
Bell rushed away at the top of his speed with all his might and
finally landed on the mountain ridge of the Palace of Harmony,
which lies on the top of Sky-pillar Peak. Jade Bell did as much as
she could to catch up her brother, but fell further behind as she
was so young and delicate. The moment she got to the mouth of
Guanshan River, she heard the crowing of morning cocks. At
the sound of the cock, she lost her magic power and couldn’t fly
any longer, so she dropped into the river. As a result, a
bottomless pond was formed, which was later called the Bell-

dropping Pond.
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Bronze Drum

There is a very big bronze drum on the Golden Peak of
Wudang Mountain. It is said that the big drum was there because
of Hai Rui.

It was winter when Hai Rui offerred sacrifice to God
Zhenwu. At that time, the whole land was covered with snow.
It was so cold that the surface of the road was frozen, which
made it hard for people to stand without falling. Hai Rui was of
no exception. When climbing up Jiu Liandeng, he tripped and
tumbled down again and again.

A Taoist said, “Minister Hai, you shouldn’t wear rawhide
boots! As you know, cattle devote all their lives to serve the
peasarts, but people mercilessly killed them. As the office
holder, you, instead of appealing to everyone to protect cattle,
wear rawhide boots. The deity will get angry if he finds it out.”

Hai Rui thought for a moment and followed his advice. He
said, “People will have no food if cattle don’t plow the fields. It’s
wise for the deity to blame me because we shouldn’t wear raw-
hide boots but cherish cattle. ” After saying these words, he took
off his boots and threw them off the cliff. Then he demanded

that everyone, including officials and soldiers, should not wear
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rawhide boots. Otherwise, they would be punished.

Hai Rui climbed up to the Golden Peak without shoes.
When he reached the top, he found in the center of the golden
palace a big rawhide drum. He questioned God Zhenwu, “As a
deity, why do you blame others while forgive yourself? You
don’t allow other people to wear rawhide boots, why then do you
use rawhide drum for yourself?”

Then, a flash of red light appeared. “Bang!” The rawhide
drum was struck by the big thunder. Everyone was stunned and
speechless. Then with the sound of “Boom” and a flash of green
light, a big bronze drum flew down and fell onto the original
position of the rawhide drum.

People said, “Minister Hai could admit his own mistakes
when he realized them. God Zhenwu could also acknowledge his

error after recognizing it.”
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Hat-dropping Peak

While Emperor Liubang of Han Dynasty was ruling China,
he sent General Daimeng to Wudang Mountain to search for a
kind of medicine that could make people immortal. Daimeng was
a frank and outspoken person, so when he saw the colourful
mountains and blooming flowers and green grass he was very
pleased. As he scrambled over a peak, there came two persons
pushing and dragging each other towards him. There was a blind
person and a foot-slogger who both wanted him to judge between
right and wrong.

The blind person showed the whites of the eyes and said,
“General, he has stolen my money and cloth. Both of my eyes
are blind and I have nothing for living. How poor I am! He has
done such things to me without any conscience. Please speak for
me.” In fact, to judge a lawsuit was the duty of the county
magistrate, but Wudang Mountains was so far away, and there
was no government office close by. Daimeng thought that the
blind person was very poor so he decided to speak for him. He
asked the foot-slogger, “He is blind and has nothing to rely on.
Didn’t you see it? As the old saying goes ‘ The heaven has eyes

but the hell has not. > Why did you do this immoral thing to steal



