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England is the largest and most populous® country of
the United Kingdom, occupying most of the southern two-
thirds of the island of Great Britain. It shares land borde-

rs@ with fellow UK countries Scotland, to the north, and :3

Wales, to the west. Elsewhere, it is bordered by the

sea. England is named after the Angles, one of a number
of Germanic tribes originating in Angeln in Northern Ger-

many, who settled there in the 5th and 6th centuries. It

@O populous adj. AFZH). NHFE% M
© border n. 1A, EA, M, WA, W ve. Heeeeos B HE,
PR v,
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has not had a distinct political identity since 1707, when
Great Britain was established as a unified political entity;
however, it has a legal identity separate from those of
Scotland and Northern Ireland. as part of the entity “Eng-
land and Wales”. England’s largest city, London, is also

the capital of the United Kingdom.
Symbols and Insignia®

The two traditional symbols of England are the St.
George’s cross (the English flag) and the Three Lions
coat of arms (heraldically, three leopards) (see a-
bove), both derived from the great Norman powers that
formed the monarchy — the Cross of Aquitaine and the

Lions of Anjou. The three lions were first definitely used

- by Richard | (Richard the Lionheart) in the late 12th cen-

tury (although it is also possible that Henry | may have
bestowed it on his son Henry before then). Historian Si-
mon Schama has argued that the Three Lions are the true

symbol of England because the English throne® descen-

@ insignia n. M) . BE
@ throne n. i, B &
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ded down the Angevin line.

A red cross acted as a symbol for many Crusaders in
the 12th and 13th centuries. It became associated with St
George and England, along with other countries and cit-
ies (such as Georgia, Milan and the Republic of Genoa) .
which claimed him as their patron saint and used his
cross as a banner. It remained in national use until 1707,
when the Union Flag (which English and Scottish ships
had used at sea since 1606) was adopted for all purposes
to unite the whole of Great Britain under a common flag.
The flag of England no longer has much of an official role,
but it is widely flown by Church of England properties and
at sporting events. (Paradoxically, the latter is a fairly

recent development; until the late 20th century, it was

commonplace for fans of English teams to wave the Union =9

Flag, rather than the St. George’s Cross. )

The rose is widely recognised as the national flower
of England and is used in a variety® of contexts., for ex-
ample as the badge of the English Rugby Union team.
This rose is either a red rose (which also symbolises

Lancashire) , a white rose (which also symbolises York-

© variety n. 2k, ZHEE, Fifl, A, Bl
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shire) or a “tudor rose” (symbolising the end of the War
of the Roses) .

The Three Lions badge performs a similar role for
the English national football team and English national

cricket team.
Geography

England comprises® the central and southern two-
thirds of the island of Great Britain, plus offshore islands
of which the largest is the Isle of Wight. It is bordered to
the north by Scotland and to the west by Wales. It is
closer to continental Europe than any other part of Brit-
ain, divided from France only by a 21-mile (34-km)
sea gap.

Most of England consists of rolling hills, but it is
more mountainous in the north with a chain of low
mountains, the Pennines, dividing east and west. The
dividing line between terrain types is usually indicated by

the Tees-Exe line. There is also an area of flat, low-lying

@ comprise v. G &, e 20 %
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marshland® in the east. much of which has been draine
for agricultural use.

The list of England’s largest cities is much debated
because in British English the normal meaning of city is
“a continuously built-up urban area”; these are hard to
define and various other definitions are preferred by
some people to boost the ranking of their own city. Lon-
don is by far the largest English city. Manchester and
Birmingham vie for second place. A number of other cit-
ies, mainly in the north of England, are of substantial
size and influence. These include: Liverpool, Leeds,
Newcastle, Nottingham, Bristol, Sheffield, Bradford and
Leicester. Using the standard U. S. city limits definition

of a city the top six are: Birmingham, Leeds, Sheffield,

Bradford, Liverpool and Manchester. Note that London is .-7-.

not on this list (Greater London is a region and the City of f_
London is tiny), and that one of the two candidates® for '
the status of England’s “second city”, Manchester, is
down in sixth. In the UK, this method of ranking cities is

generally used only by people whose own city is promo-

@ marshland n. {EFEH
@ candidate n. fEE N, HEH



