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Forewords

More than ten years ago, when Chinese Criminology had not set up it-
self as an independent discipline of social science, it was widely acknowl-
edged in China (even in the Chinese academic circle) that so called Crimi-
nology can only play a role of less importance in social science. At that
time, it seemed that Criminology was no more than a problem child of Law
Science, or by Chinese used classification, it fell into the category of the
third level subject under the Law Science

Today, at the threshold of a new century, we are very glad to see that,
after two decades of hard struggle, Chinese Criminology has developed well
underway. Thanks to the policy of Reform and Open to outside world, and
by the efforts of Chinese Criminologist, Chinese Criminology has became not
only an independent discipline but also an interdisciplinary subject which in-
terwoven into many fields of science such as: Sociology, Economics, Poli-
tics, Anthropology, Psychology, etc.

This book has collected more than 100 treatises of best research works
in the field for a period of 20 years. The Editors of this book believed that
the works selected can show the achievements which Chinese scholars has
proudly made in their hard labor. The Editors would like to take this oppor-
tunity to show their thanks and reverence to those groundbreakers and pio-
neers in this field.

The period of last 20 years can be seen as one of the most important era
in the development of P.R.C. In this period China has incessantly enjoyed
high rate of economic growth, at the same time drastic mutation also has un-
dergone in social infrastructure, with corresponding changes in ideas and
culture. Anyhow, Chinese Criminologist have kept pace with social chang-
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es, by given reasonable explanations to newly arising social problems and so-
cial chaos as well as found some counter — measures for it.

Now we are facing new challenges, the challenges coming from new
century. We still have a long and hazardous way to go. We are facing a new
era of globalization, a new era of intellectual economy with rapid advance-
ment of Hi — Tech. Hence many new and complicate crime problems will
arise. Chinese Criminologists have to make themselves well prepared to meet
the new problems.

Three years ago, in his presentation to the annual conference of the So-
ciety of Criminological Theory, the president of the Society, Prof. Chu Huai
Zhi hold:

1, The research of Theoretical Criminology has to keep pace with the
changing of the society. Criminologists have to make themselves adaptable to
the changing of time and space, so as to make the research of theory more
vivid and valuable, otherwise the research will turn to be rigid, dogmatic,
stereotype and useless.

2,The best way of crime control and prevention is the way relying on
society itself. Any preventive measure, which comes from out of the society,
will deem to be ineffective.

The Editors highly agree with the view of Prof. Chu, and would like to
share the view with the readers of this book, hoping that Chinese Criminolo-

gist can gain more prominent achievements in the coming era.
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