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ACT 1

She was a beautiful princess in a kingdom of royal opulence...
A shy, fair-haired beauty with a flair for fashion and a seemingly.
endless capacity for compassion... _

Diana--from the moment she stepped onto the royal stage, she
mesmerized the world with her beauty, warmth and glamour,
She became a fashion icon of an age.

So bright was her star in the eyes of the British people...and
indeed the world. ..that she sometimes overshadowed the other
members of the British Royal Family.

And yet as we look at the lives of the Windsor over the last
century, we discover a family that embodies, more than any
other, what it means to be the royal.

Theirs is a world of pomp and ceremony...of regal splendor and
royal responsibility...

Theirs is a story of passion, power, tragedy & triumph,

These are the Windsor...Royal Family of Great Britain.



[Show open]

FIONA HUTCHISON: ON CAM:

“Britain’s Royal Family: Most of what the general public
knows about them has been fashioned by the media, but a few
years ago I was lucky enough to meet Prince Charles. In
person and form my own opinion. It happened at a royal
premiere of a film in which I co-starred. I found out I had
been seated next fto Prince Charles. According to tradition the
entire audience, including myself, stood until the Prince took
his seat. When I sat down the long ruffled train of my gown
was bunched up so high in my lap that it covered my face. The
Prince, seeing my dilemma, said, “does allow me to help.”” I
was horrified, I said “oh, no, your Royal Highness.” He then
smiled, took the train of my gown, placed it in his lap and said,
“Oh, you must allow me...and please, call me Charlie.” A
charming memory, of course, I'll never forget. But also a
wonderful glimpse into a very human side of the Windsor, a
Jamily that in some ways has been dehumanized by intense
media scrutiny.”

They come from all over the world, drawn to the mystique of
" Royalty.
They come to experience the grandeur of the palaces and the
Centuries-old pageantry...
To witness the majesty of royal protocol and the glamour of
Royal fashion...
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Every year, over 5 million people come to celebrate the most
famous Royal Family of all--the Windsor of Great Britain.

And when someone raises the issue of discontinuing Britain’s
Royal Institution, they are usually reminded that Britain’s first
family is one of the Country’s primary tourist attractions,

And for their part, the British Royal Family has earned every bit
of the attention they receive. ,

For over a century have given us a history rich in pride and Bra-
very, passion and scandal. . ) )

A history filled with intriguing personalities. At the helm of this
drama is one of history’s most, prominent queens--a profoundly
dedicated monarch, Elizabeth II. For nearly fifty years, she has
Guided Britain’s monarchy.

Ironic; when you consider that she was never meant to.be a
queen atall...

She was born in 1926, the eldest daughter of Prince George VI
and princess Elizabeth I. Her father was second in line to the
throne after his brother, Edward VIII.

“Lily” as Elizabeth was fondled, was a wvivacious child who
loved animals.

She also enjoyed play-acting with her sister, Margaret.

SOUND BITE: SUSAN ROGOSKI

“She and her sister Margaret engaged”

The princesses shared a very close relationship with their



parents:

SQUND BITE: SUSAN ROGOSKI

“Their parents took a very strong interest in their raising and
every night would go up and play with theni--sometimes to the
detriment. of sleep--before they went to bed. And just like any
young family, they would have pillow fights and they would
laugh and tell silly stories together and play silly games.”

But when Elizabeth was ten years old, destiny came calling. ~

A year into his reign, her uncle, King Edward VIII, decided to
marry an American woman named Wallis Simpson. Most
shocking, since Mrs. Simpson was a divorcee. The lovestruck
King was forced to abdicate in onie of the worst scandals in
Britain’s history. The spotlight shifted uncomfortably to
Elizabeth’s father, George.

BITE: A
“This was in many ways a tragedy for the Royal Family
because, “Bertie,” as George was known to the family, had da
terrible stammer. He was a very shy young nian and suddenly
he was thrust upon the world stage and so was his daughter.”

But king George VI proved to be an able king. During World
War II, he worked at raising morale by frequently visiting the
troops.

V4.



As heir to the throne, Elizabeth found her life changing. To
prepare for her role -as future queen, she studied subjects like
- constitutional history.

And soon enough, Elizabeth fell in. love: His name ‘was Philip
"Mountbatten.

D BITE: R KI
“It was an immediate attraction. He was her crush. He was the
older, blonde, gorgeous, athletic, perfect Leonardo Dicaprio .of
his time, and_she fell head over ears in love with him”

On November 20, 1947, Elizabeth and Philip were married.
Elizabeth was a beautiful bride. Her satin wedding gown was
embroidered with pearls and crystals. And on her head--a tiara
that had been-worn by other queens before her.

Elizabeth the princess now had a new role--navy wife.

She and her husband left for Malta where Philip was ‘stationed.
For the first in her adult life, Elizabeth led an ordinary existence.

SOUND BITE: SUSAN ROGOSKI

“She could be like any other navy wife. She could go shopping.
She handléd money for the first time, which 'is rather
extraordinary to.think of a woman in her 20’s handling money
for the first time, and yet she never.had.”

Children soon followed--Prince Charles in 1948...then two
. 5‘-



years later princess Anne.

But Elizabeth’s carefree life ended in 1953 with the death of her
father, king George VI. Elizabeth was crowned queen Elizabeth
II'in an elaborate coronation ceremony on.June 2, 1953.

As queen, Elizabeth carried out her royal duties with skill and
Dignity. Her job as a mother proved a far greater challenge.
Prince Charles has describéd his mother “as distant, but not
unkind.” o '
And Prince Philip was a strict disciplinarian- who _sent Charles to
a Private school in Scotland, famous for its military sternness.
Charles abhorred it.

SOUND BITE: WARREN HOG

“He wrote a letter to his parents, the queen and Prince Philip;
begging to go to some other school and his father said, “no,
you must stay at this school because that’s...well, we need to
toughen you up.”

Loneliness became Charles’ constant companion.

Although he got on well with his sister, Anne, Charles was less
close To his younger brothers.

He was 12 when Andrew was born, and 16 by the time Edward.
came along. In fact, Charles’ closest relationship was with his.
Grandmother, queen Elizabeth I. That is until age 32 when
prince

Charles met his Cinderella--lady Diana Spencer.
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INTERVIEW: SOT

- Charles: “I’m amazed that she’s been brave enough to take me
on.” Interviewer: “and I suppose, in love?”

Diana: “of course!”

Charles: “whatever “in love” means.”

The wedding took place on July 29, 1981. Diana looked every
bit the Princess in her silk taffeta dress with 10,000 mother-of-
pearl sequins and the pearls topped by a 25 feet long train.

Not since the marriage of grace Kelly to Prince rainier of
Monaco Had the world been so transfixed by a royal couple.
And like princess grace, princess Diana soon became the darling
of the. paparazzi.

For the next 15 years, the world watched as she transformed
Herself from a shy princess into a loving mother, caring
Humanitarian and ultimately a fashion icon.

In her book, “Diana: the secrefs of her style,” author Diane
Clehane reflects on the princess’s incredible sense of fashion.

SOUND BITE: DIANE CLEHANE

“Diana’s style had changed tremendously in the time that she
got married until the end of her life. Her style was always
evolving.”

She often wore “theme” outfits featuring a country’s colors or
Emblems. When she visited Abn Dhabi, she honored the

7



country’s custom which calls for women to cover their heads.
She wore a unique blue silk turban. Diana ‘was also practical
about fashion. On a ‘isit to France, she wore a red boater hat
with a black snood, so she wouldn’t have to fuss with her hair.
Becoming a mother certainly matured Diana. After she had her
songs, Princes William and Harry in 1982 and 1984, she shed
her “shy di” image for-a more stylish one.

But as Diana sparkled on the outside, she was falling apart.
inside. By the early 90’s, her personal life with Prince Charles
was in shambles. Their marriage had been plagued with stories
of Charles’ infidelities with an old flame, Camilla Parker
Bowles; Diana began suffering from Depression and bulimia.
Then in 1992, the royal couple separated. So did Prince Andrew
and his wife, Sarah Ferguson, whom he had married in 1986,
Princess Anne also divorced. The failed marriages of three of
her four children were a lot for queen Elizabeth. to handle. She
described 1992 as “a most horrible year.”

Despite their split, Diana and Charles to stick together as.
parents,

D BITE: WAR H
“Prince Charles and Diana sought to raise their children ini a
distinctly different way than Charles himself was raised. The
two boys, William and Harry, apparently are happy at school.
They are not obliged to go to a school they didn’t want to go to
he was.” '
* 8



The boys in turn adored both their parents. By the time that
Charles & Diana officially divorced in 1996, they had reached
an understanding--that despite their differences they would not
let their children suffer.

SOUND BITE: SUSAN ROGOSKI

“Mud was thrown, terrible things were done. Many things
were unforgivable. But in the end, after they divorced they
began, like many divorced couples, fo find ways to repair their
relationship. Their relationship was better after the divorce.”

And just as things were getting better--just as Charles and Diana
were reclaiming their lines...finding new love--an unthinkable
tragedy would strike~

FIONA HUTCHISON: ON CAM:
“Our look at the Royal Family of Great Britain continues in a
moment here on Romance Classics.”

ACT 11
FIONA HUTCHISQON: ON CAM:

“We now return to “Royal Families of the World” as a tragic
accident changes the lives of the Windsors forever.”



