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Tunxi, an Elegant and Picturesque Town

Tunxiis well noted for its picturesque scenery and rich culture.

Zhu Lizhun, a famous scholar in the early Qing Dynasty, explained about where the name Tunxi came from when he was composing Record on the
Reconstruction of Tunxi Bridge. There was a time in Wu Period of the Three Kingdoms when “troops of soldiers were quartered (equivalent to the Chinese Tun)
by the river. Thus the river (equivalent to the Chinese Xi) was named Tunxi.” When a town had taken shape around the river, the town was named Tunxi after
the river. Others said that the name Tunxi originated from the classic dictionary Guang Ya. Tun means ( literally in Chinese ) “to gather together” . It is here
the Shuaishui and Hengjiang rivers and some others brooks come joining together. Thus came the name Tunxi. In history, “Liyang took its shape before
Tunxi” . Refined scholars assigned Liyang a figurative and connotative name “Yu" (meaning bright in Chinese). When later Tunxi outnumbered and exceeded
Liyang, “Yu" was referred to as a name of the whole area of Tunxi. Then Tunxi got its beautiful and meaningful alternative name “Yucheng” .

Tunxi is located to the south of Mount Huangshan and Mount Qiyushan, on the upper reach of the Xin'an River. Its geographical location is
extraordinary and superior. The neighboring mountains Huangshan and Qiyunshan are well-known at home and abroad for their stunning natural sights.
Exquisite hills of Huashan, Lishan, Xiaonongshan, Shizhishan, Huashan and Yangmeishan are situated about Tunxi like pieces of emerald green jades
embedded in it. They are all refreshing and green oxygen supplies to the town. Two headstreams of the Xin'an River converge here in the heart of the town.
The mirror—like waters at the convergence of the three rivers and the half-hidden Zhutang Pond amid the hills reflect skies and clouds and add to the beauty of
the town. Buildings sit at the hillsides and extend along the rivers. The town is just like the chess board with hills surrounding and rivers running across. “The
Xin'an River —— Huashan” is a famous scenic spot of state level, with mountains and waters adding to each other's beauty and with man and nature
integrated harmoniously.

Scenic mountains and beautiful waters have created Tunxi a pleasant living environment, and the grace of the mountains and the spirit of the waters
breed Tunxi an incomparable history and culture. About 3000 years ago, ancient Yue Culture was born and well developed here. In the 13th year of Jian'an
Period of Han Dynasty (in 208 AD), Emperor Sun Quan of Wu Kingdom established Liyang County at Tunxi. In 1949 Tunxi Municipality was established. When
Huangshan Municipality, a prefecture—level city was set up, Tunxi became the city seat. Since ancient time, Tunxi is smooth in transportation and merchants
come over from all over the places. In Ming Dynasty, it was “the business center of the region” , and in Qing Dynasty, itis “tea trade center” . Tunxi is the
birthplace of Chen Dawei, a great master of abacus. Tunxi is the native place of Dai Zhen, a famous thinker and philosopher in the Qianlong and Jiaqgin Periods
of Qing Dynasty and a torchbearer of the Enlightenment in Modern China. Tunxi is called “the home of neo-Confucianism” , for it is the ancestral home to
Cheng Yi and Cheng Hao (founders of neo-Confucianism) and Zhu Xi (an epitomiser of neo—Confucianism). Tunxi Ancient Street, a live painting roll of

“Riverside Scene at Qingming Festival” , is listed in the first “China's Top Historical and Cultural Streets” . “Huashan Mysterious Grottos” , a thousand
year riddle, was named and inscribed in person by Former President Jiang Zemin. Three Residences of the Chengs', a typical model of the ancient residences
of Ming Dynasty, is listed as a national key cultural relics protection unit. Cheng Dawei's Abacus Arithmetic, Hu Kaiwen Hui Ink-stick, Craftsmanship of
Huizhou Lacquerwork, Huizhou Three Carvings, Hui Opera, and so on are included in the List of National Intangible Cultural Heritages for their distinctive
identifications and outstanding values.

Gifted by the nature and nourished in the rich culture, Tunxi is not just abundant in its unique—flavored products but also like an elegant museum
exhibiting various classical and traditional crafts. Tunxi boasts of an array of China's major famous teas, Huangshan Maofeng Tea, Taiping Houkui Tea, Qimen
Black Tea, and Tunxi Green Tea. Local specialties range from Huizhou Tribute Chrysanthemum, Huangshan Kiwi Fruit, Huangshan Dried Bamboo Shoot and
Bamboo Shoot Skin, Chinese walnut, golden amber honeydate, to local special-flavored pastries such as Tunxi Shaobing, Huimo Crisp Candy, and Dingshi
Crisp Candy. Hui Cuisine, one of China's 8 Major Cuisines, serves dishes that are all excellent in their color, flavor, taste and shape. Dishes of Hui Cuisine are as
well tasteful as nourish and the aftertaste endless. Stores of time—honored brands can be seen here and there. Rare Hui Ink—Sticks of all ages cherished by the
stores are shining black and sweetly fragrant. A wide range of She Ink—Slabs are displayed in the stores, warm, moist, exquisite and priceless. Huizhou
Laquerworks of timeless charm are in warm and lovely luster and in delicate patterns. Tunxi Plaited Bamboo Articles are exquisitely shaped, with myriad
postures live to perfection.

In history, transportation to Tunxi was quite smooth and unimpeded, and at the turn of the century, it has been advanced to a new level. Huangshan
Airport has opened its services to several direct international flights. With tens of high—speed railway lines and freeways established and being established, a
land transportation network has taken shape, radiating from Tunxi eastward to Hangzhou, westward to Nanchang, southward to Fuzhou and northward to
Hefei. Tunxi has become one of the important transportation hubs in East China. The highly efficient operation of IT and Internet, dramatic advances in modern
civic construction and dozens of spacious and beautiful parks and plazas offer nice conditions for townspeople to take leisure, for tourists to go sightseeing and
for people to have cultural exchange.

As Tunxi is situated in the intersection of Anhui, Zhejiang and Jiangxi Provinces, this special geographical position favored Tunxi a legendary history of
keynote commercial center in ancient Huizhou. Nowadays, as the political, economical an cultural center of Huanghan Municipality, a modern international
tourism city, Tunxi is now adapting international outlook, broad—mindedness and scientific development concept to construct a harmony culture for spiritual
home, to turn the green hills and blue waters into a cradle for dreams, and to build up an urban classic for better life style.

Opening this album, you can admire elegantly picturesque sights.
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