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The Contrast Between English Euphemism

and Chinese Euphemism

XU Chang-yang

Abstract: A lot of euphemisms live in both English and Chinese. Similarities
and differences coexist. As a part of language which exists objectively, euphe-
mism, the reflection of the social culture, reflects the historical precipitation and
the deep structure of the national psychology. The study of Enghish euphemisms
and Chinese euphemism plays an enlightening role in the research of phetoric , in-
tercultural communication and foreign language teaching.
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AW H . BRI B0 TR X R 5N A VR R I A
WHE PR IR S5 . DU TP AR R WE X IR S WA e A A E 22 A5
B A AH S5 2 5 A

YEE Y Z2 Wi 7 Ceuphemism) P8 3 A5 i 7, /137 3k “eu” (good) 1A + “phe-
mism” (speech) ¥ 1%, B N 7 F] Z 15 (words of good omen) 8%/ F Ui ¥ (good
speech) o DU HY B Z2 100 0 A 6 O < 1 5 W e S BRI R BIVFH — MRS BE B 5 BRI
et AR e bR R 1 BEVE AR B A AR & SR I B AL Rk 5.
T2 00 1 R R A T IR RN B VR Sy IS AR T R i S B Y 2 R 43 BE B AL S
RIEGHL AMEETERNZEA, EESHEE AT EHEFEAEREFTA
W A AT DR A A R Sl e Sk SE PR F bt . (O FEBOE U A R
IR T . DR BN Z W A O BTz LT B B BUA VAT
Hogg S0 D BAE A S AU, AR SN ZR i rh oA AR B LN
TR0 R PR 28 R0 AR BB 42 = T HEA T HR .

—  BEREAESFHELIE

L. B il o w46 A it o VU A WL R AR BRI 0 R 1 R
1. MR Z BRI ik . WS e b Sl i & 55 3 0 s LRI =R R s ) h
A X4 —BERFFWRIE  — AL R IR AR 4 N KB F AT 02210 7 45 W NER BA &l
(9 2 L2 S — A 0 A X S R AR iy — 3 R X Rl R BN
PR HUE i 7 © AR T Be ik LWl m0 . FEZ i i 8 R ] Sl R AR
WAAEERTT . Bilideis HZE Py ik R AR B W ER 7. w2003 4
6 H . Ae N BR300 6 4 v 23 D0 55 BB G A ATk 15 T8 1) R A 4 s oo e TR Y
A BRI I AV R R R R IR S . IR E R
M. 2 AR . BEREERRE -2 HKIES RIN, el T, 7 58 55—
HE T ¢ oo B2 WA N ZS A 751 55 F S B A I A T4
T R I B A E . A T TR AR R A AT B U FD B R Ak BE I ST R R R R
VR A1 S 7 ) 9 At 5 A F L JESE AR B TR IS OB BT, 1B E W Bl Bk
J5% .

2. ERFER ALARED AR S BREBEEERANRBEFEDFR
AR KB A I MBI A0 B ey, WL EE S A % A7 (foggy bot-
tom) [ FEHR X S B R & 5 WA ] — B gV (9 B J7 iR i (gobbledygook) Y £ L
A E I 3R A low income (IRYAD AR poverty (% R 5 A inner city (Y 3)
%, ethnic neighborhood (/b B % 41 X ) 8% slums & ghettos(#% &) ; F§ human
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resources development (A 1 & IF &)1 unemployment (2 k) ; #2 bribery (I
%) P8 i manipulative method (#2773 5 48 lies(F& 5 ) Ui i terminological inex-
actitude (RIEHI VI 5 strike (B2 T) # M & industrial action ( T Mk 4T 35) ; economic
crisis(ZFFAEHL) Yl recession(Z T 1R ) B slump (28 55 957 #0 , $EXT 7T 85 156 1%
Sl N TR G T vE o

—BTAMLERZRAENELIE

i FHZ WiV AE 2 806 00 T &k 1 BRSO J7 (% T AU L 3005 X5 I 00 21, dhk
B A5 T 0 E RE AR o 0 38R R 5 TR 2R WA A N AR S UL L R e e R
“PET27,

LoARSPL, ZRZO NEAZ. BEE ANTHYH 20 &0 I g, Xk AR
P — ST R UL Q0 AR 55 7 (thin) A1 J2 405 ” (skinny) $8 5% £F 55 7
(slim) FT“ 1 457 (slender) ; 8 AR “AE B (fat/corpulent) 15 )% “ F 3 7 (plump) . “ 5%
M7 (strong) F1“ & &7 (stout) ,

2. F¥, TEVE ) E K AER A T USRI, B AR (old) K AR IR
(age or aging) R RIK, XU AARRE AR &2 5 —J7 2 H iy
D7 #E 23 B A AF IS 09 3G RN A R — RN AL S ) 8, an 2k b 55 . Rtk S i it B T
senior citizen (4E 4 2 ) , advantage in the age (4 # B 3 , the mature (f§
#) ,seasoned person(H &KW AT, MAENEPA “SHZE".“HHF".“4FH
ZL74, BRIz AN DO T R AR R QT I — 8 R R XA T B S Gn L
25 [ B 27 0 2 — Fh e D FUHB A B G, A iy AT IE LB AR

3. kA, — ORI AR B R, I i & N AR AATHE R 3 9=
XA IR BRI XA IR . N A A S AR E R
SRR IUEAR Rk T TR R A L R T AR e e X DL TURE Y AR B G B R
A T R S AR AR AR/ N AR T R A NS R L Y
T U0 S BREPAT 7 O R Rl R — R B B A AN A RS £
“HAESDTR7IREEA 74, 9235 P8 cancer () FX - long illness, leprosy
OO 1Y hensen’s disease (BT » T & — £ WAL 4D L 48 constipation (fifi )
MY irregularity (FGER 3 ¥4 ) » mad & mental problem CH i o] &) . F§ B. O. {t#
Body odor (JREL) . U ATDSCE ) 52 — Bl Al 4 336 & AR AR 89 B » 36 i AE U
M 33X i 1) A% e IR AT B Y Green Monkey Disease (oM i ) 1R by 31090 1)
40
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TH S E AT AT — A BRGS0 A 80T A A N 2R 3 ] B AR 16 B4 A A
TEAFAE o AATTAEAE SR I TA) 42 | [l s | AR 14 22 i 07 XOR AR 2 AN HE LUIS i Y Bk
R AT R b Z RE = . K WA IS 11 219 0K T G A R i Z ik . T3
A6 SR AE AR AN TR Sl A P G 23 i v A A [F] =2 A AR AR R R R 25 57
TG WA S HE M P =S T T 2R T R AT 9 DURE LA AT

Lo ik, Jrbde N2 WAFAER — R AR B A . AT TRS A4 P 6 1 o 9 AN
T Z WA LR S B W DOE AR A L AT 2 A R R EF IR B B
T A, FIE P M A menstruation(FFAH) M4 I’ m having my period , 1’
m a woman for a week ,I’m having my friend with me., etc.

YeiF R R B R WAFAE 2 . WMEIE T EY sweat (7F) A hard work
(¥ #£3) , atone for one’s crime (B E) Z &, {1: In the sweat of shalt you eat
bread RS b AT /K 245 im0 AL ME) o i DB H B “ TP /K 7 5 9 95 7 o 57 %,
Ak S B K B R K B B B L S T 55 T AR A

2. Heaw, WO BRAA A RETE S AATR T HE 5 — AN AT TR A A 2 4R
MELLUSE o PRI S DU Rl 5 88 81w I e iy . e B R DU Y 2
WA RT ST R VR TFRORKR . L5, ST IE T b 7
MR WVER VIS A B Lz  RNNEZ AR ERANEEZ 5. SETmE .
PEP R R W AT B Z Wi 1E A : go to stool, feel the call of nature, go to the
bathroom,wash one’shands,get some fresh air,go to the toilet, etc, gt EARNF .
B fr Y comfort station, gentlemen,use the bathroom,get to the restroom, J& 5
¥ H1& s to fix one’s face,to power one’s nose J§ & F 1% . Go to the lavatory .
go to w,c ;2 K A 1E ;g0 to the pet,make number one N2 JLEE 15 . 4, loo
R XA NE TN BT, S il A N4 &8 I fr, 4, go to John, go to
Jakes, X E A JEATTAHRH,

3. MR R BRGER L AU A AR R 5 4 BE PR 3 i DR 2k A LA A K A
ABBYET KT AT HE . T B A A& R 7 LA K 5 AR G Y — 2B
RS BEE NI HE D A BT — S O I U6 R 2 A AR
SR L5k R VR W B . AN TE Y sex appeal (PO AT B R ] 4
RS T FH 46 W i6) SA L8N, Mary isn’t one of those girl who are all SA and IT. [ 37§
AIETBFIE A A B L 4% . SACHEEO and 1T OR 8 ) #5225 205 10 45 1 1) .
LB AR MEAT N B R BE1E A make love, art of pleasure, union intimacy(ZEHE) ,
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relationship, go all the way (EME) ete. TR R II R XM 47 A Frd A B iR Btk
130 I SR A B RN . DUB TR ETNRWEA R oWz E,
A 74 TR R BIMEAT A K s BETE TP A free love, trial marriang G )
love companion,mixed singles (R U [ Ji) S BEM 5 Ak iy Z i ih . LIS IR
FHEE ™ D5 19 Wz SCi)FE b AR S AT . BB B2 = A L S AR TR A K v
WAE” 5 . X T X — A KBRS A 6 H XSS RN X — S M A AT
TiFLHES , U, street walker, street girl.a woman of the town,pavement princess
(NTHEAF).

WRBCGEUST I S IB AR LR L L 7R P 7 0k BB RO RS DL ARCE A - T
now pronounce you husband and wife” ,JUEREN £ R AW W, “FH 22
W B RS KRGS RLG 7 WRBIM AR SO s I R s, s AR >
H 3290 pregnancy (JR242) , T be in the family way,in an interesting condition,in
a delicate condition, knitting little bootees (%j 4152 JL B 4 #E) etc. PIE M L “H =
T EDY I T B RS, A

&WRIE

Ve E R Tz A R E iR X — BRI AR AR R A ). BEE
Ip AR BE 2D L 2 SO B2 AN W7 2 w8y o 22 W0 0 7 A W 0 728, DAOAS [ B R e 1
AR BB SCARA PE R R 3R o AETR 5 195 > R ST M 5 BT 7 b 3 i P 5
—AERE T A i e A A AR SR A R AR RO SRS AR

S % ik

(1] XBEE R . i 5 530 M. Je st SMEE S 5050 it . 1989,

(2] X465y, $iF 22 o ik 17 st LML V095 VL AR 30 At . 1993,

[3] BEEAR T . AIESR S, BEREEGE L [ M],

[47] Judith S. Neaman & carole G Silver. Kind words; A Theaoaurun of Euphemisms Word
Publishing Corp,1983
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Abstract: Euphemism, as one of the primary rhetorical devices, is employed
widely in various languages. Equipped with powerful politeness, euphemism
helps to facilitate conversational interaction among people while avoiding offence.
This paper aims to explore the adherence of euphemism to Leech’s politeness
principles.

Key Words: euphemism; politeness principles; Leech
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FLA I Cpoliteness principle) S i# I “# i R IER I Z —. 7k 20 {42 60
AR ] Grice S T 230 B9 & 1R B LI 16 BT A7 B 38 5 S BRI 3l b L B3 R
Wit N 2Z (6] A7 A5 3 — B R 32 . — Fof U7 0 15 8 ~F 9 JL 0] b 3 b Js 00 g 5 A Dt
W) s TE S AR 00 X 5 R A A 1T BE 8 4 2 M HEA T A R ORI S S bR . (AAESE
PRAZIR p o A 22 1 B 15 A VR R A s B0 . TR Al SR T AL AR U HE A
W AL BN 8 7R B A PR AR T B 55 0T S SR AL AR A0 2 30k s 58 B e AR B L 4
— SEORALA Y T T I 25 B R T R Gk Ok . S TR F 4 5OR] A (Leech) U
XPFLS SN FEAT T HE— 2 Y B IR . 235 09 5 1 SR 7R 23 35 PR 36 R B N UL IE
A AR R T AL 30 DU 2 3 1 S8 1R XU ) 4 45 A A AL AT ] 2 ) B A B OG &R
RBA AT A KATH AR A FRA B IEW B AR EEPR . A5 A B 5 52
P B0 AR o 2 7 S AL A U L X S B 1 S A AR R 4 T

Z Wit (Euphemism) & — B 2B 8 J7 ik B A7 TAMIEF Zh . B
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SRR AATE AR E B A BB R R B AN R S E
B A EEMOR R A OB, XA F AP A SR AR R R TR S B
e . MR FE R U, AMTIE 2 iE i Rl 450k S AT R L M B R H Y.
FEARIETE T 5 b ds AR 15 5 47 38 B 22 B ROCR 09 ) 5 IR 40 5 0 . ) an 38 1)
FH“Out” 37 FEH IR BR , AMTH H“The ice over there is thin” 32 &3 ki A, H
“He has a heart of stone” &#iiA— ANBIE ;. H “Haven’t seen you for ages” 3§
FRARAR M . AT WL 22 W81 248 5 KL SR D RE . I o B 7E S b v ik o 1
B ORAEAEAL . WEANf] AR BT U e DT N 03 0 B 1A R 4 — Sk, R R 2 B4
W id N B A R AR e B A A b DRI S TR g ALAR . AL 7113 ]

T EX GG RIEERXG A 0 S E 2B s AR R 2 8 2 4R AR
2 NTERTE A B R Ml =i . by b BBOEER KR FEEF 2R
09— o AR SCRAALS S ) A 44 405 A 2 I o 1) el P S AL B OB ik B L 3R 1) 40
T X LS ) ) S SF

—. SER LR AEN

AL GO 5 5 VR S — Rt B AR I TE — S |, Leech 42 7 XTI AL
SAvEN L, [ BP 15 mEAE N (Tact Maxim) ; 2) %¢ 2 #E W) (Generosity Maxim) ;3) % 4%
H#EN) (Approbation Maxim) ;4) it d #E ) (Modesty Maxim) ; 5) % [f] # W] (Agree-
ment Maxim) ;6) [f]{% #E W (Sympathy Maxim), 7EIX /S SUEN L, 1D 2),3) F1
A) SR 43 SO Y o JHE T S 7 D) R B 2 o DU P AR AR R B B O TR A
R . R E U 3 0« () R AT e A b N2 400 (W R B2 b A2 B, FE %
HEN R . (O Rk A O 28 (b Rl gL ik A O 524t . 9 T00 o W) #% 5i% 4
BN SZ B ik B 2 BT AS (6] (1) 2 SR W o U)o DA At N 1 B4 25 2% % T 9 2 1
U2 DN B B BP0 25 2 . R A o O 0 T D XN B A A s R S R A
NHES 7 Ve ke o D)5 3] R sl /b X B C R s R 5 R0 A b PE " P
HH TR MER AEATE 2N ANF G EE A BF &, R MREARET

5 FR M BT —A B 57 N s Ve 502 A 57 A N 8
SVE. DRI, 33 R 2% o D) A 440 i A 2 R TR R R I . XA R
e B 15 5 AN 0 SRAE BONE B 00 W 40 BOE S . (] DO R R I DN & O
SR A R S S i 2 | B DR E R i P AR E VPO R (PN 0L VZ i B )
M N R4 s )R T 48/ A B RN Z 180 1 43 B, 5 K E B 5l N 22 1) i 3 ] s R
T34/ A XN 8 PROE IS 5 R B At A [
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. EZEmIESILRE

AL NSO bRk R N ETE S — S i . 155 py 8 AR g —Fb
FEL T Bl A R4 32 B3 SR UESR I 29 . DRI 3 S ke it L 22 i i 1 7 A DL R 2=
W v A FHYE BB A R A 518 5 22 bR AL e BB ARG . ZBiE iz S —
ERTEIR BB A G, “ARE7HBW AL — XN R R, A A G 8UAR )
A A I — X5 0 Y Z ik 7. N delicate, slim Fil slender #f ] LIAE skinny
I ZWi1E . Will you close the door? Would you mind closing the door? It’s a bit
drafty here #f/2&“close the door” (& Wit . (B2 EMNI T W0 FEE A —FE KA
[F] P 8 A R B o7 A4 75 A AN (] A 3 4

Z 09 1 1) el SLASE 5 AL 300 D 0 o 2 0 4% 7 G 2R3 — J T AR U] . BRAR 7 A
Z2 90 v 1 it KL R N Y 52 2% AR IR R €8 €20 S 3 A7 AE L fH AT SC 3 i
ZE e () sh ALk AT G 5] 0 PR 22, B AC B b 19 45 07 #A — AP F AR s SR 11
AR T2 B, AT — B IR R A ol ekt S sl i A B9 HE % .
PRI T 7 22 B v 3 2 10 A5 AR ) 14 10 25 FE X O B L 5 IR R R A = O i sz L BT
AT AR 45 7 O R B ALSE I, FEAS PR i — e ] — S0 IR RN 7 ) 1) 3 ok 28 IR 101
N B A3 B At N S5 5 A5t N 1 B R AR U b N 0 B L AR 3 B B 45 T R &R
B RIS A B T2 bR IUR 64T . an A8 LA Z i 1 3R 38 7 Kb K3 R 1k B
PAEBAL L HE M B8 T AN 5 45 )y Tl A9 2% B3 (Taboo words) , PAYk /> Hiid k20 3t
FORMBE GAFFLBM B . SR A AL S i R R, & T —
FhACE . B0 God f9ZBiiE the All Mighty, the lord of lords, the king of kings,
R — AR OO B k. BARBALIE 2 RN T RO Tl A iR 3 AL
TR . BlinFE R die BIZRBIIEFA pass away, join the majority, kick the buck-
et &5 XM Z Wit AU AR Sl i IR $E 3R k07 L 9 1R E S B b AL A s
TRAE T AZ PRS2 B IR 5 AT . KRBT AT — B4 ] A% s i B R 2 2 S0l
BIPRAR . R TR A T O A AR R o 2 s [ i s 2 s T 36 4k 3 TH I 5
B, WO B HF S 5E AL, SR AR, FI e F iz b, AT
barbers #f & hairdresser, f old Ui il & elderly BY senior, 8 ugly 1 5% /& plain BY
ordinary, ! poor ¥l & needy.disadvantaged, T # 55 /= W& 09 52 5 18 2= HEAZ 0
B4 0 2 international armed conflict, FEBYE H B F 1“5 W " FR A intelligence
gathering, FTA X 26 s I ZE BRA AR 88 A SRR AE L & DRI B0 19 Z i i« DL B fili 7R
J7 AN SCREA L BORM B AR A Bl 0 s BB — 2 E . RIAEE L EA P
WF . X —FEPEUESE T Grice Fil Leech $2 H By #0500 5 W . PR ik, AT DA 36 2% W 1 119
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P G Tz A TR S A B AL S Y AR R ATTIE 2 T 4R A PR b Yy
ALS 5 ) A ] 22 38 1

S RN = R R (DN 7 RS s A A [ NG - S /8 1 S| 18
CRATge il H O Z B R e 21k A O 287, WIIE AR R A 1 N2 Bk A
CL 32400 5 BT A () 118 2 S 6 7 D 2 DAt N 1) B 408 25 25 i, T B 2 o T2 A B B 1 2
£ &, BB 0 B A O — g 2 S B A W Bt b 0 B Ak BB 32 B 0 4 i b i
O A5 B0 (0 G ik A 32 B 45 K 04 AT e P N B R R 52 B ORIV — AR I
MR 0 S R S U N BRI IR AT R — SRR 2 R TR N 2
£ R VLTS N . Leech WCHIE T MALIL S5 PR — 1% 824K (continuum) , F 5 B 3%
177 AR IR I T 18 2 e R AL Y 5 F B ) 22 1) O X3k i i 18 W e AL 3 . “ IR R 4R
AR A W R N BRE LR 2 i A RO (A1 L DT N B 25 T N I R Ml OK
Wr il N2 AT 48 2807 (57, [T JE A8, 1999 218 ] HU 4 > A% ) Joi] N\ & 8K Y 1) 4k
MR ARAUAL B : Give me some money. 3CZRANFLI AT AGIE AH B BRI
. MHELZ T MRAR A TG Z PR U6 . Would it be possible for you to do me a
favour by lending me some money? XEER TN Al e K2 T . H L AR 5L
PAC PR BT o A7 0 BRI Bl g A MR S AR AR T Dy AL — 2k, RIAE ) 2 WA ok
FKik,

g7 AU MRS R RO R (LUNNEERVAS & SO K WNUE &7 I & 7 N D =4
R AE . FEAERIESE B4 0 5 BT T DU 3N &k R &
TEL o T 7E 1 52 0 3 855 v ) DL il XU 00 S IR 6 57 . 2 BT S 3 W i BR R
i DR I Ik B R B v U A VR R o B . AR PR A R A B TR A 1 24
BRI B ZE B . T4 T GO VT AR R 1 R B AT B T B A L0 3R
WA 2T 22 Re ik B AR PR AR S R L L SR THESZ . a0 Pampers (B 38 ) /2 36
G A AR R AT b . BT F i A A S Pampers & & B —F G RIA] & 5
B PRAT o {E X P BB 25 1 55 114 >k J7 8 1 7= S B s 3 Ja R DL B B R i 3 A R
R, XFHESERY S BD AT 50 B IR A AR BB B R 0 F & A 4, &7,
FPAR A R B F OO — M E 1 A ORI BESE . Pampers f3X
ol 5 R A 0 H B 9 2 3 BEAR AR T ORI AR . R T S X — RO
BRI AR B AL L E B4 Pampers JE4T & BE AL, AR B JROR T 328, Al FH
T DL G B Pampers B AL 4GB BE 2 08 5.0 09 A8 TAE G A IR A (B 3¢
B AKO B IARAL IR A7 . X B 2R DB R E AL I & SOR 10 (G 2 35 /2
KT AN K Pampers, JRAE H A S AR R X /NZ LA 2% 5 5 0
W iR EaE”. [(BRRMBER,2005: 1330 W 5 1E 7 R 3810 R A 7,
PG B R A B AL SR £ I e A T R R OB R W IETH
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R,

M T ) S B D X B C S R RS RN A C Ry PE” EUAR B e
BAE A [6) 19 3C Ak o 338 A0 X — e W) A 22 0 SRR FR R AR R) . ) G, A What a
bright boy you are! You always get full marks. Bl: Thank you. I have very good
teachers. B2: Thank you. The exam questions are not that hard. B3: Thank
you. But I”’m not the only one in the class that gets full marks. B W, , 24315 3 fk
BRI AZANEY . B HEH— “Thank you” . EZ R ANBE EFTRILG. H R
TFORUE AN R 5 A O HRAS AR G Y & Fl S SEAE AR 19 % WKL R L
HAb N A BY 38 A5 55 . T N LA 8 i N8 4 10 L S PE 1 O ik oF
THWRF RS . WO AW T 248k h B AR AL 0. Bl .
VT SE SR A T IE " &0 “ R s 77 AN — 47 QB 2 5 R R, 3 ok 3R
RS TIAMEARTE I RT ORI 1) B R AR E WA R, 5 AR R
TRV 0 VR A DU AN [] 7 ] R AP A A v s R R IR A O R s T
NS i A B9 Wk AR R S R A S A T 2 AR
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