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Chapter One

Introduction

1.1 Research background

In trying to master English, learners usually assume nouns
and verbs are crucial so that they will try to recite as many
of these as possible. In this process, prepositions are much
ignored, despite that they are one of the most frequently used
parts of speech. English prepositions are extremely difficult for
language learners to acquire and master. Mainstream theoretical
linguistics mostly has not paid much attention to prepositions,
the meanings of which were defined in terms of necessary
and sufficient conditions. It has been generally believed that
prepositions do not contribute to any meaning in lexical units.
Therefore, the semantic features that determine their choices
in use have not usually been considered by linguists, who have
generally described prepositions functionally and positionally.

Within the cognitive paradigm, the category of preposition



